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February 2023 

Mabuhay, we hope this letter finds you in good health and prospering in the new year. 

We finished last year with a Christmas program at Bay View Baptist Church for the Aetas and 
had 224 attend. We had a funeral then the same week and three people were saved. In 2023, 112 
people came to Christ in the Aeta village and other visitations. 

In the new year we’ve had a house blessing and two baby dedications, and Ethan was invited to 
play basketball with the Aeta youth in their local tournaments. He’s loving it and doing well. He 
also made the varsity soccer team at his school. 

We’ve been trying to get electricity to the church, but since the land has been donated to us, the 
electric company on the Freeport Zone won’t connect us since the property is not in our name, 
even though the tribal counsel has approved. So we went to the solar company that is putting up 
panels all over the next mountain. One of their towers is right across the road from the church. 
They said they could connect us with our own panels and no permits are needed. 

We are also ready to start building our kitchen and youth wing. We were waiting for approval 
from the chieftain and it came. But the home of one of our elder ladies, Thelma, burned down, 
and she and her son, Oliver, who is not in his right mind, were living in a tent, so we offered to 
put up a small house for them. Her own daughter and son-in-law objected to us building a 
permanent place because it is on their property, even though they have done nothing to help her. 
It’s a very sad situation, but we negotiated and they agreed to a small 10x12 room with a 
concrete floor, two block high walls around the foundation, and then bamboo walls with a tin 
roof, and a porch for cooking. Simple as it is, it is nicer than what they had.  

In January eight people, including Buboy, our builder whom we’ve been working with for quite a 
while, came to be saved. Thank the Lord for these blessings. 

Thank you for your prayers and support,                                Lance Patterson       
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