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November and December 2022

We pray everyone had a good Christmas and a Happy New Year. This Christmas was different for 
our family, and we feel truly blessed that we are still all together. As James 4:14 says, “…life is but 
a vapor…” after my accident and having 6 doctors say that it was only God that protected me, I 
understand how fragile life can be. We are not promised tomorrow, so we must live today in its 
fullest serving the Lord.

I wanted to give you an update on my health. As most of you know in 
October, I had a very bad fall while working at the church; I fell 32 feet and 
broke two ribs, my upper arm/ shoulder, and cut a nerve in my face. Praise 
the Lord, I am doing much better after my surgery (November 9). The doctor 
placed a rod and screws in my left arm and told me I will be in therapy for 
about a year to regain 95% motion and strength in my arm. So far therapy 
has gone very well or at least as well as it can go. My ribs have stopped 
hurting and the feeling on the left side of my face comes and goes. The 

facial specialist said it can take six months to get full feeling back. Please continue to pray for my 
recovery. Thank you so much for your prayers for my health and for our family during this time. 
Also, thank you to those who sent messages of encouragement to my family and who have helped 
financially with costs. It has all been a huge blessing and the many prayers have kept us going.

While we were in Bogota taking care of my health situation, our second son, 
Samuel, fell down the stairs and broke his leg. I told Samuel that if he wanted 
to see the hospital, I could have given him a tour! He has been a trooper and 
taken everything in stride. He was in a cast for 8 weeks and thankfully last 
Friday he was able to get his cast removed. Please pray for him as he will 
also be joining me for therapy sessions. 

Even while we were in Bogota dealing with my health, the ministries in 
the Amazon have continued forward:

Praise the Lord our church anniversary conference went very well. We 
had Pastor Larson from Oklahoma come down with a group. 
Missionary Zach Bruner took charge and hosted the group and 
translated for the conference. God moved in a great way with several 
salvations and several decisions made. 



Rua Gen. Osorio 426, B/Brilhante , Tabatinga, Brazil, AM 69640 November/ December  2022

Sending Church: Pastor   Johnny Chae 
Heritage Baptist Church 5217 Yorktown Blvd.  

Corpus Christi, TX 78413 (361) 855-4222

We had scheduled the conference in such a way that the group 
would be with us for the Day of the Dead. They brought down 
with them 8,000 John and Romans which they were able to 
distribute that day. They also gave away about 3,000 gospel 
tracts on Halloween. Due to the cost of transportation, one of the 
biggest problems we have in our region is getting written 
materials. Please pray as we are planning to send a container of 
Scripture materials to our region.

On December 16, I had the privilege of performing a wedding 
ceremony for Luis and Evelyn. It has been a blessing to work with this 
young couple through their courtship and encourage them to be a 
testimony to the youth that they lead at Emmanuel. Praise the Lord the 
wedding was beautiful and the youth were able to see their example 
and the see the importance of God’s timing in our lives. Please pray for 
them as they start their married life together.

On December 25, I had the opportunity to be on the radio for two 
hours. The radio station had asked me to speak on marriage and the 
importance of fighting for our families. In our region just like in most of 
the world, family values and the importance of a Biblical family have 
been under attack. It was amazing to hear the out pouring of support 
from those who were listening. Please pray for more opportunities to 
open up to speak on the radio. 

Our end of the year Christmas program was a huge blessing. It 
was wonderful seeing the hard work of the choir, teens, and 
children who participated. Zach and Sarah Bruner did a great 
job getting the program together. It was a great service with a 
sweet spirit. 

Please continue to pray for Maranatha Baptist Church as it continues to grow and is in need 
of a bigger place to meet. 

Please also pray as our Bible college will start up its modules in March. There is still some 
construction that needs to be done at Emanuel Baptist Church to be ready for these 
modules. God has opened an amazing door for the college, but I will give more details in 
another letter. 
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As we end 2022 and begin 2023, we are so thankful for you our supporters and prayer 
partners who have been with us through the many ups and downs we have gone 
through as a family and as missionaries in the Amazon. As Romans 1:12 states, “…by 
the mutual faith both of you and me…”, we pray you continue faithful in your ministries 
as we continue faithful in ours; and with the Lord’s help we can all continue reaching the 
world for Christ. 

Thank you again for your faithful prayers and support for us!

In Christ your fellow Laborers,

Jonathan and Stephanie Hernandez
Missionaries to the Amazon Basin
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