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These summer months have gone by so fast. With such a busy summer it is easy to lose track of 
time, so this letter will be a longer letter that covers several months and several events. Please 
continue to pray for the ministries here in the Amazon. 

In May at Igreja Batista Emanuel, my wife hosted the ladies 
annual tea using the theme, “Sweeter than Honey.”  With 75 
mothers and daughters in attendance they had a wonderful time 
with singing, games, a devotional, and food. This event is the 
highlight for the ladies of our church and they use it as an 
opportunity to invite family and friends. The following Sunday, 
we used the same theme for the Mother’s Day breakfast at 
Igreja Batista Maranata. With 16 mothers and several adults 
and children in attendance, we had a wonderful time with a 
message on the importance of a Godly mother in the home.  

In the middle of May, we had a new missionary family join us in the ministry here. We thank the 
Lord for sending Missionary Zach and Sara Bruner and their family to Tabatinga. It has been 
a blessing to have their help here. Please pray for them and their family as they adjust to 
this region of Brazil and as they have gladly jumped in to help. 

At the end of May, Steph and I headed to Puerto Alegria with one of the river Pastors and 
his family to visit the work and see the church. Please pray for this dear family’s safety as 
they travel to two churches over the weekend and are also in dire need of a new church 
building for hosting the services.  

In June, we had students from Seminario Bautista de Colombia visit our ministries here in 
Tabatinga. This missions trip is a part of their training in the study of missions. The students spent 
a week and half in the Amazon. First they visited Pastor Nixon in Mocoagua (a community further 
upriver) then they traveled back down river to be with us. They were able to be in attendance for a 
bridal shower (for Evelyn the young lady who graduated from this seminary in November of last 
year), they had a part in our couple’s banquet, they helped in evangelism, and they were able to 
visit both of our churches. It was a blessing to be a part of their training and to be able to have a 
small investment in their lives.  
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A Night under the Stars: 
Our couples banquet was a sweet time of fun, games, and preaching. Several couples 
from our church used this as an opportunity to invite loved ones as their guests. We 
enjoyed the games that the Seminary students brought and we appreciated their help 
with the decorations as well. The director of the seminary, Bro. Daniel Mead, was our 
guest speaker and preached a very good message on the importance of forgiveness in a 
marriage.   

VBS Season: 
In July the theme for VBS was “The Armor of God.”  What makes a VBS come alive to the children is 
the decorations. At Emanuel Baptist Church, we created a huge castle theme including a puppet 
theater; we were able to use the same theme at Maranatha Baptist Church as well making it look like 
the king’s court. No good castle is complete without knights and a court jester; so we had them in 
attendance too. God moved in a great way with many kids in attendance each day; we had a high day 

of 148 at Emanuel and 98 at Maranatha! Due to the events of the past two years 
things like this event were hard to hold here in the Amazon; it was great to 
have an open door again so many children could come and hear the Gospel. 
Praise the Lord, we had six salvations total! 

At Emanuel, over the three days of VBS, the children learned about the 
different parts of the armor of God and we used the wordless book to teach 
them about salvation.  At Maranatha, we taught about who God is and how he 
sent Jesus to die for our sins.  

Medical Mission Trips: 
For the past 9 years, it has been a blessing to host the BIMI 
Amazon Connect Medical Trips. These trips have been a great way 
for us to get into new communities and they have allowed us to 
strengthen relationships in our region.  It’s amazing to see the 
people respond when they know you are bringing care to them. It’s 
a blessing to see how God has used these trips to open the eyes for 
the need of the Gospel in our region. This year, we had several 
people return as they feel that God is calling them to our region. 
Please continue to pray for these individuals as God leads them and 
please pray for others to see the need to reach the people in the 
regions beyond. Praise the Lord, He continues to use these trips in 
great ways.
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Spiritual Growth: 
This summer it was a special blessing to watch people grow in the Lord and take more steps in 
their growth. For the past few years, we have been working with several couples in our church 
about marriage. This summer we had one more couple get married! It is a blessing to watch how 
their faithful decision has not just impacted their marriage but the lives of their children. Both of 
their children have come to thank us for helping there parent’s take this next step of growth.  

We have also had several salvation decisions and people come forward to be baptized. This is a 
big step for some as it means they are turning away from family beliefs to follow God.  

Conference time: 
In August, I had the opportunity to travel to Caballa Cocha, Peru 
to preach the anniversary conference for Iglesia Bautista Roca del 
Poder. They celebrated their 50th anniversary! It was an honor to 
be with them; please pray for this church as it continues going 
forward for the Lord.  

Prayer Request: 
Please pray for Maranatha Baptist Church. As this church continues to grow, space is becoming 
an issue. Please pray as we need an actual building and a better location for its construction. 

Also, please pray as we are preparing for the our anniversary conference at Emanuel Baptist 
Church and at Maranatha Baptist Church.  

Family News: 
Praise the Lord in between the mission trips and events of the two churches, I was able to build 
some furniture for the house and we are slowly unpacking and settling into the remodeled house. 
It has been a good way spend time with and teach the boys some woodworking skills.  

Summer is a busy time of birthdays and anniversaries for our family as well! It’s a blessing to see 
the kids growing not just physically but spiritually. Jon Jr had his 15th birthday on Colombia’s 
Independence Day (July 20), Samuel had his 11th birthday in February (right before our return to 
the field after furlough), Jacob had his 9th birthday (the day after 
the Bruner family arrived to the field), Sylvannah had her 7th 
birthday the week before Easter, and Steph and I celebrated ours 
in August and September. Steph gave me a surprise birthday party 
and we had several river pastors, many friends, and church family 
in attendance. Mrs. Sara Bruner gave Stephanie a surprise party 
with the ladies and they had a sweet time of fellowship. Please 
continue to pray for my wife’s health and for the kids health and 
homeschooling. It is a blessing to be able to serve the Lord 
together in the Amazon. I am truly blessed! 
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Thank you again for your faithful prayers and support for us! 

In Christ your fellow Laborers, 

Jonathan and Stephanie Hernandez 
Missionaries to the Amazon Basin 
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