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In the beginning of March we traveled back to the Amazon! We were all 
very excited as we prepared for the trip south to Sao Paulo then north to 
Tabatinga. The entire trip was a total of 72 hours! In the 15 years we 
have been missionaries, traveling through several countries, we have not 
encountered so many delayed/missed flights. When we left San Antonio 
our flight was two hours late which made for an interesting sprint 
through the airport for all of us when we got to our Newark connection. 
Round may be a shape, but its definitely not a shape for running, and 
boy did I feel it! We must have been quite a 
sight, and during all the craziness we lost my 
wife’s phone and all of her contacts.  

Little did we know that we’d be staying in a hotel for another 6 weeks. 
The Lord is always at work and has a plan even when we don’t 
understand His timing. During our hotel stays we were able to witness 
to several people along our journey. One being Carmen, a lady in the 
San Antonio hotel who enjoyed chatting with the kids as she cleaned 
after breakfast. On our last morning there, she asked prayer for her 
wayward teenage son and we were able to witness to her and give her a tract.  

In Tabatinga, as we were waiting for the house to be livable, 
we were able to witness to several of the cleaning ladies at the 
hotel. It was a blessing to see how God worked on their hearts 
and created many open doors to continue witnessing. They 
were sad to see our family move into our house and asked us 
to return sometime to visit again.  

Easter Sunday: 
Maranatha Baptist Church: 
Praise the Lord, we had a great crowd on Easter Sunday! We had to keep getting chairs out of the 
storage room as more visitors arrived. Please continue to pray for this church plant. We are 
looking into the great need of an actual building, as at this point we have been meeting in a make 
shift car port. Also, please pray as the men who are finishing up at our house live near Maranatha 
and we have been inviting them and their families to come. 
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Emanuel Baptist Church: 
The church worked hard in the preparations for Easter Sunday. We had a children’s presentation 
during the morning service, and they did an amazing job! We also had the children’s annual Easter 
celebration with 35-40 kids! The enemy is always trying to destroy and to disrupt God’s work. The 
church’s neighbor decided to play her music as loud as she could, and when asked to turn it down 
she said she would not as she wanted to disrupt our services. Unfortunately, the authorities had to 
be called and that did not end well. Several people left the service on Sunday morning very 
discouraged.  

But we serve a Great God. I asked several people to pray Sunday afternoon for our evening service 
and God answered our prayers. The church was full and we had several visitors in attendance! The 
teens and our choir presented their evening program and the resurrection message was preached 
and praise the Lord the altar was full! There was a noticeable difference in the overall spirit from 
the morning service.    

Even with everything that happened with the delay of our return to the field it has been a blessing 
watching God work. God has allowed someone to be saved each week! He works in mysterious 
ways even when it seems to inconvenience us, He has a plan. Due to our extended hotel stay, we 
met two ladies and invited them to church while we ordered lunch for our family. This past Sunday 
they visited the church for the first time. They raised their hands for salvation but would not come 
forward. After church they came and spoke to my wife and both received Christ as their Savior. 
One of the ladies, Angela, even came back for our mid-week service. Please pray that God will 
continue to work in her life. 

Thank you again for your faithful prayers and support for us! 

In Christ your fellow Laborers, 

Jonathan and Stephanie Hernandez 
Missionaries to the Amazon Basin 
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