
Prov. 16:9 A man's heart deviseth his way, but the LORD directeth his steps.  
 
Thank God for precious promises as this. Looking back over almost 45 years of ministry, I realize how many times God was mov-
ing me in directions I didn't understand, when my ideas were completely different. But as we all know, His way has always turned 
out the best. What a comfort! And here I am, at the age of 72, facing another crossroad. But I thank God that I still have the abili-
ties I do have, to continue serving Jesus for the rest of my days, in whatever capacity. I gave Him my life on that cold December 
morning in 1977, and it is still His to do with as He pleases! 
 
Most of you know the health and other obstacles that have hindered us for 3 years now from returning to our beloved Mexico. 
Aside from the travel and border issues during COVID, which presented their own difficulties, I have had one health issue after 
another: COVID/pneumonia with oxygen for a year, scores of skin cancer surgeries and other procedures (some more serious 
than others, requiring plastic or reconstructive surgery---and facing one more shortly), right and left total hip joint replacement 
involving long stretches of recovery and physical therapy, and now as soon as I complete the PT for my left hip, I face total right 
shoulder joint replacement!  Obviously there's been a lot of wear and tear on this old mortal body--especially the last 25 years of 
"missionary miles," and believe me, they are different (ask any one of the hundreds who have come to spend a week with us in 
village evangelism!)  Life was hard in an RV in the Chihuahuan desert, for 10 years without electricity, but we learned to truly 
trust in God and His provision.  But oh! The stories I can tell of precious souls, many hopeless in disabilities and poverty, that we 
were used to bring to salvation through the blood and grace of Jesus---a God who they didn't know loves them and paid all the 
price for their sin. I don't regret a mile or consider any sacrifice on our part as too much for the over 30,000 souls we've led in the 
"sinner's prayer" individually and in remote villages. I had heard tales of amazing things God had done through missionaries--
many incredible and almost unbelievable--but God has allowed me to see personally so many marvelous works. All glory to Him! 
 
Now we are at another crossroad, and I know that you, our faithful supporters, deserve to be aware of what we are doing at all 
times. It has become necessary for me to retire from full-time service in Mexico. Brenda has developed a serious eye issue called 
wet macular degeneration. This requires an injection in her eyeball every 60 days. The complication is that she can not have been 
out of the country for 30 days before each injection! That means our time in Mexico will be limited to about 3 weeks at a time. 
The shots are covered by Medicare here, but would be $4000 each in a distant city in Mexico. We will continue to do all we can in 
the time we have in Mexico, leading souls to Christ and aiding the national leadership and the other American missionaries as 
much as possible. The rest of our time we will be here in the States, helping the Mexican work from here, and preaching missions 
meetings, faith promise conferences, and whatever doors the Lord opens to preach the Word, especially motivating the church to 
fulfill the Great Commission. You who know me well know how much I love the Mexican people and my heart's desire to be there 
with them. It hurts to have to retire from that ministry we love so much, but all our trust is in God and in His leading through our 
circumstances. Please pray for us and continue your support as the Lord leads. We have no retirement plan or income other than 
our Social Security and whatever support you all send. We appreciate it very much!  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at email lafecombs@att.net or text or call my cell 423-322-0635. We will continue to 
send reports periodically to keep you informed of our "riding the range for Jesus."   
 
We love Him and all of you.  
 
Mike and Brenda Combs. 
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