
LEADER GUIDE

PRAYER
D E V E L O P I N G  A  P R A Y E R  L I F E

P A R T  I V :  L I S T E N I N G  

In what ways do you think silence will help your relationship with God? 

Who can summarize our reading form 1 Samuel 3? 
Samuel didn’t recognize God’s voice at first. We often don’t either. 
Through time in God’s presence we will come to recognize what His voice sounds like to us. 
We must familiarize ourselves with what God has already said (through His Word), so that we will better
discern when something is or is NOT from Him. 
We don’t listen and discern on our own. Invite people into what you think God is saying. Older Christians as
well as peers can help you determine what is and isn’t God’s voice. 

Reading Assignment
 1 Samuel 3 

Intro Discussion:
Over the past several weeks has your prayer life gotten better, worse, or stayed the same? What led to that? 

Which aspect of prayer do you find the most fulfilling? Worship? Intercessory prayer? 

How often do you spend time in silence when you pray? Do you find silence easy or difficult? Why?   

Content:
Prayer is keeping company with God. We do NOT always need to be talking as we pray. In fact, if we are always
talking, we may miss out on something God wants to speak to us.  

In prayer, we need to spend time in silence, with hearts open, allowing ourselves to be sensitive to the voice of
God. Silence has been a spiritual discipline within the church for thousands of years, but has been pushed to the
margins. Maybe in an age of constant stimulation it needs to make a comeback!

As we practice silence and listen for God’s voice, wow can we distinguish between our voice and God’s? 

Challenge: 
Spend time this next week in silence during your prayer time. Start with at least one minute, and try to build to a
couple minutes.  Share with someone what that experience is like. 


