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HOLY SPIRIT 
U N D E R S T A N D I N G  G O D ’ S  E M P O W E R I N G  P R E S E N C E

P A R T  I I I :  B A P T I S M  I N  T H E  H O L Y  S P I R I T   

There is something in common with each of these instances of the Holy Spirit coming upon someone. 
Think, what is the purpose of the Holy Spirit coming upon someone? It’s for some kind of action. God
wants to empower something to do something that they couldn’t have done normallly or naturally. 

What about this passage would have seemed CRAZY to an ancient Israelite?
In the OT, the Holy Spirit would come upon only certain figures, and often only for a moment or a season.
Here, it’s promised that a day is coming when the Holy Spirit will be offered to ALL! Wow! 

Reading Assignment
 Have students read Acts 1-2.  

Intro Discussion:
Have you ever been in a powerless situation before? What was it? 

How about the opposite? Have you ever felt empowered, enabled, and fully capable of doing something? 

When it comes to our ministry (and all Christians are supposed to be ministers), we are supposed to feel
empowered, but often we don’t.Today we need to come to a fuller understanding as to what is available to us
in the baptism in the Holy Spirit.  

Content:
Was the Holy Spirit around in the Old Testament? Yes (as we’ve already discussed, He was around at
creation).  Was He offered to everyone freely in the OT like He is to us today? The answer here is no. We read
of the Holy Spirit coming on certain individuals in scattered occasions, and often only temporarily. 

Exodus 31 tells us that certain men were filled with God’s Spirit for the building and artistry of the temple.
Samson had the Spirit of God come upon him, giving him the ability to kill a lion (Judges 14:6). Later we see
King Saul filled with the Holy Spirit, and given the ability to prophesy (1 Samuel 10:10).  

Read Joel 2:28-29 together. 

When we get to Acts 1-2, this promise is fulfilled as people are baptized in the Holy Spirit and begin to speak
in others tongues (Acts 2:4).  
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It is not water baptism. It is a filling and overflowing of the Holy Spirit within a believer.
Remember from last time, the believers have the Holy Spirit within them (the indwelling of the Spirit).
The disciples at this point in the story already had the Holy Spirit (John 20). Now, they were given a
complete in-filling and overflowing of the Spirit.  
Now they experience a second encounter with the Spirit, which is called the Baptism in the Spirit. 

Power! Read Acts 1:8 together. 
The purpose is to be empowered to be a witness of Christ to the world. 

In Acts 2, 10, and 19, people begin to speak in other tongues. 

It’s a language given to someone from God. 
When we speak in tongues we are speaking to God (1 Corinthians 14:2). We don’t always know what or
how to pray, so the Spirit prays in and through us the perfect will of God (Romans 8:26). 

Remember, the purpose of the Baptism in the Spirit is to be empowered to be a witness for Christ. 
Speaking in tongues requires full submission to the Holy Spirit with our mouth. 
Being a witness will require us to give the Holy Spirit full reign over our mouth as well!  

What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 

What is the purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit? 

What is the evidence that someone has received the baptism in the Holy Spirit in Acts? 

What is tongues? 

Why tongues? 

 

Challenge:
Are you baptized in the Holy Spirit? Do you speak in tongues?  If not, ask God to fill you! 

In fact, we are supposed to have a constant filling of God’s Spirit into our lives. Even if you’ve been filled
before, ask for more, EVERYDAY! This is a great prayer to pray for the rest of your life. 

Lastly, spend time praying int he Spirit. Incorporate it into your prayer time as well as throughout your day.  
 
For next week, read 1 Corinthians 12-13. 

 


