
LEADER GUIDE

CHARACTER OF GOD
W H A T  I S  G O D  L I K E ?  

P A R T  I V :  S L O W  T O  A N G E R  

 While it may be implied in the fall (Genesis 3) or the flood (Genesis 6), the first time we are explicitally
told that God gets angry is not until Exodus 4. 

God is telling Moses that he will help deliver God’s people out of slavery in Egypt. 
Moses continually makes excuses, telling God he is unable to do so for various reasons. 
It’s not until Moses refuses for a fifth time (Exodus 4:13) that God finally gets angry (4:14).  

What impression does this interchange between Moses and God make on you? 
How does this impact how you think of your relationship with God? Specifically, when you fall short?  

Reading Assignment
 Have students read Exodus 3 and 4.  

Intro Discussion:
What does it mean that God is slow to get angry? 

What kinds of things make God get angry?  

What does God do when He is angry? What does His wrath look like? 

Is it a good thing that God gets angry? Is it more comforting or scary to you? Why? 

Bible trivia: when in the Bible do we FIRST read that God gets angry?  

 

Content:
We are using Exodus 34:6-7 to discuss God’s character. In that passage, we are told God is “slow to anger.” 

Who can summarize your reading assignment from Exodus 3 and 4?  

What makes God angry in this passage? 

This passage is a picture of how God is “slow to get angry.”  What does it look like when God gets angry? Does
he strike Moses dead with a lightning bolt? No! He meets him where he is at. He’s merciful towards him. He
accommodates Moses’ lack of faith, and tells him he will send Aaron to help him. 
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Why does God take sin so seriously? 
Sin destroys and dehumanizes people. It brings pain and hurt into our world. Because God  loves
people, he hates sin! 

What does it mean that the guilty will be punished? 
The primary way God punishes is to hand people over to their sin. In Romans 1, we read three times
that God gave people over to their sin. Sin is often its own punishment. 
Those who continually resist God will one day be handed over to their sin in an eternal sense, as they
will be thrown into hell.  

What does it mean that sin visits the generations after the one who sins? 
Our sin brings consequences on ourselves, but never ONLY on ourselves. It impacts those around us. 
Have you seen this true in your life? 

The second part of Exodus 34:6-7 we want to cover today is that God will not leave the guilty unpunished.
God takes sin and evil seriously. It even says that the sin of one generation will affect the generations after it. 

 

Challenge:

How does understanding God’s slowness to anger, as well as His seriousness of sin, impact your life? How
will you live differently because of this aspect of God? 

This week the challenge is to confess your top three struggles to someone. Sin needs to be taken seriously
and dealt with. 
 
Have students read 2 Samuel 2:1-7 and Psalm 31.   

 


