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W H A T  I S  G O D  L I K E ?  

P A R T  I I I :  G R A C I O U S  

Reading Assignment
 Have students read Esther 2.  

Intro Discussion:
Grace is one of those words we all know is important, but what does it mean? 

What does it mean that God is gracious? 
 

Content:
The book of Esther is about a young Jewish woman named Esther, who is among other women brought
before the king of Persia in his search for a wife. Esther went through beauty treatments and is said to have
won the favor of all who saw her (2:15). When she is brought before the king, she “won grace and favor” in his
sight (2:17). 

This word for grace and favor is from the same Hebrew word in Exodus 34, which calls God “gracious.” How
are these related? 

In Esther, the grace and favor showed to Esther means that the king looked at Esther with delight. That
delight and favor was more than an internal feeling, but it also is accompanied by action on the part of the
king (who will later act on behalf of Esther in the story. If you’ve never read it, you need to!). 

When we are told that God is gracious, it means he looks at people with favor and delight, and that He acts on
behalf of them. 

But, here is the beautiful and most mind-boggling part of God’s grace, it’s undeserved! In the story of Esther,
there seems to be good reason that she is looked at with favor, as she’s described as beautiful and an
exceptional woman. When it comes to people, there is much in us that is wicked and vile. 
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Read Psalm 14 together. This passage will later be quoted in the book of Romans by the apostle Paul to make
the point that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).” Here it is! Even though we
as people are vile creators, God is still gracious towards us! He still favors us, delights in us, and acts on our
behalf! 

The ultimate picture of grace is the cross. It was an act of God on behalf of humankind, which liberates us
from sin, provides forgiveness, and an opportunity towards abundant life (both now and into eternity).  

Romans 5:8: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this, while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” The graciousness of God towards humanity is undeserved! Yet God acts, delights, and saves us even
though we are undeserving.  
 
To recap, what is your understanding of grace after this conversation? 

How does this understanding of God’s grace change the way you think of your walk with God? 

Challenge:

Spend time this next week pondering God’s graciousness towards us. Worship Him for it! 
 
For next week, read Exodus 3.  

 


