
PERRY UMC DISCOVERY TEAM 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
UNITED METHODIST DENOMINATIONAL CRISIS 

INTRODUCTORY THOUGHTS 

 Our Bishop David Graves has been reassigned to serve the South Georgia Conference (as well as 
the Alabama-West Florida Conference) through 2024.   

 At the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference held last week, three new bishops were elected 
to serve the Southeast out of ten who were up for consideration.  None of the nine nominees 
nor the three elected bishops hold a traditionalist view of human sexuality.   

 The South Georgia Conference is a rare conference in the current UMC climate.  Our Bishop is a 
traditionalist, one of the few that hold a traditional view of human sexuality.  Also, our bishop 
and conference leaders are all operating fairly to all parties concerned.  Bishop Graves and our 
conference leaders are all seeking to help pastors and churches get where they need to be, 
where they feel God is calling them to be.  South Georgia has extended the deadline for 
churches to depart the denomination from 12/31/2023 until 12/31/2024.  Much of what you 
will read below is shared from folks who are assuming they have to “get out now.”  In South 
Georgia, our annual conference voted in June 2023 to offer a pathway for churches to depart 
through 2024, giving time for us to wait until after General Conference 2024 has its meeting.  
Other annual conferences are NOT experiencing this sort of friendly leadership.  Other bishops 
and annual conference leaders are seeking to be punitive and controlling through this process.  
We are very blessed to be in South Georgia.   

 We are expecting numerous congregations in South Georgia to disaffiliate at the June 2023 
annual conference.  I don’t have firm numbers, but I will keep you updated as I learn new 
information.  I expect at the very least by June the South Georgia Conference will have had 20% 
of congregations leave.  So in addition to discerning what is the best path for PUMC, whether 
remaining in UMC, joining another denomination, or becoming independent, we will need to 
explore what the future UMC may look like and what the future South Georgia Conference may 
look like.  Things will be different—not necessarily bad, but certainly different.   

 

 

 

  



 

 

SECTION 1 

BASIC UMC BELIEFS 

The UMC Articles of Religion  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/articles-of-religion 

 

The UMC Confession of Faith  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/confession-of-faith 

 

The Apostles Creed  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/apostles-creed-traditional-ecumenical 

 

The Nicene Creed  

https://www.umc.org/en/content/glossary-nicene-creed 

 

John Wesley’s Sermons  

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/the-sermons-of-john-

wesley-the-standard-sermons/ 

 

John Wesley’s Notes on the Bible   

http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/john-wesleys-notes-on-the-bible 
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UMC STRUCTURE 

A REFRESHER ON OUR STRUCTURE 

Perry United Methodist Church is an example of the backbone of our denomination.  The local church 

is where the spiritual rubber meets the proverbial road.  Each local church is part of a district and the 

district is given oversight by a District Superintendent.  Ours is the North Central District, and our 

superintendent is Rev. Craig Hutto.  Each district is part of an Annual Conference, which is overseen by 

a bishop.  Our conference is the South Georgia Annual Conference, and our bishop is David Graves, 

who is currently also over the Alabama/West Florida Conference.  Annual Conferences are grouped 

together into jurisdictions with ours being the Southeastern Jurisdiction.  The primary job of a 

jurisdiction is to elect bishops to provide leadership and oversight.  All the jurisdictions from across the 

globe form what we call General Conference.  If you think of annual conferences as states, the General 

Conference is like the federal government and our Book of Discipline is like our constitution.  The 

General Conference, which is supposed to convene every four years, is the only body that can speak on 

behalf of the UMC and the only body that can change our theology and doctrine. 

 

General Conference 
Southeastern Jurisdiction 

South Georgia Annual Conference 
North Central District 

Perry UMC 
 
 

See also: https://pittmanpark.org/news/the-structure-of-the-united-methodist-church/ 
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SECTION 2: 

SOUTH GEORGIA CONFERENCE UMC DISAFFILIATION PROCESS AND 

INFORMATION  

1. Read this webpage first: www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation 

2.  Disaffiliations through 2023 

Make sure you read this link to the conference disaffiliation policy: 

https://www.sgaumc.org/files/websites/www/SGAUMC+Disaffiliation+Policy.pdf 

Please read through the links on this page.  Focus in particular on these links: 

https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation-faqs 

https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliation-considerations 

https://www.wespath.org/assets/1/7/5641.pdf 

*Note that April 1, 2023 is the deadline for completing the disaffiliation process under 

paragraph 2553 ahead of Annual Conference in June 2023, meaning that February 2023 is a 

general guideline for action to be taken by our Church Council.    

3.  Disaffiliations (or Departures) after 2023 

Read this next and watch the videos to understand how the South Georgia Conference Trustees 

have created a  pathway to extend the disaffiliation dates after Paragraph 2553 expires on 

December 31, 2023.  See this update from our South Georgia Conference Trustees regarding 

questions about how churches might disaffiliate after paragraph 2553 sunsets on December 31, 

2023.  At Annual Conference this June, Our South Georgia Conference Trustees brought 

legislation to our Annual Conference that would allow churches the opportunity to wait until 

after General Conference meets in 2024 to disaffiliate under current provisions until December 

31, 2024. Take a few minutes to watch the helpful video update from Rev. Dr. Jimmy Abel and 

our Conference Chancellor Cater Thompson.  Here is the link: 

https://www.sgaumc.org/disaffiliations-after-2023 

*Note that April 1, 2024 is the deadline for completing the disaffiliation process under the 

Trustees legislation ahead of Annual Conference in June 2024, meaning that February 2024 is a 

general guideline for action to be taken by our Administrative Board.  
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      4.   Read to learn which South Georgia churches have disaffiliated  since 2020:            

June 2020 Annual Conference:  

https://sgaumc-www.brtsite.com/newsdetail/seven-south-georgia-congregations-disaffiliate-

from-umc-14160259  

Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church, Corinth United Methodist Church, Asbury (Baxley) 

United Methodist Church, Clyattville United Methodist Church, Ward Memorial United Methodist 

Church, Dawson Street United Methodist Church, and New Prospect United Methodist Church,  

June 2021 Annual Conference:  

https://www.sgaumc.org/advnewsdetail/nine-south-georgia-congregations-disaffiliate-from-

umc-15274086# 

Homeland United Methodist Church, Wesley Oak United Methodist Church, Pine Hill United 

Methodist Church, Bethel United Methodist Church, Gibson United Methodist Church, Marvin 

United Methodist Church, Mitchell United Methodist Church, Mt. Moriah United Methodist Church, 

and Providence United Methodist Church 

June 2022 Annual Conference:  

https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/conference-votes-on-disaffiliation-matters-16524255 

Antioch, Barney, Claxton, Friendship (Bacon Co), Grace (Tift Co.), Kirkland, Laurel Branch, 

Liberty, McBride, Mizpah, Naylor, Park Avenue, Reidsville, Springfield, The Pointe, The Porch, 

Trinity (Seminole Co), Turkey Branch. 

August 2022 - special called session of Annual Conference:  

https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/conference-votes-on-church-disaffiliations-adjusted-

2023-budget-16609834 

From the Coastal District: Bethesda, Folkston, Gateway Community, Kingsland, Mt. Olivet, 

Odum, Screven, The Chapel. 

 

From the North Central District: Andrew, Bonaire, Dexter, Dudley, Forest Hills, Haddock, Harvest, 

Sunshine. 

 

From the Northeast District: Adrian, Alston, Charlotte, Ellis Chapel, Glennville, Grace, Harmony, 

Hopewell, Kea’s, Nevils, Oak Grove, Poplar Springs, Sardis, Shiloh, Smyrna, Springhill, Union, 

Uvalda, Vidalia First. 

 

From the Northwest District: Bethel, Dixon, Roberta, Shellman, Trinity, Union. 

 

From the South Central District: Adel, Alapaha, Beulah, Brookfield, Enigma, Lone Hill, Pearson, 

Sparks, St. John’s, Willacoochee. 

 

From the Southwest District: Calvary, Centennial, Christ, Doerun, Ebenezer, Hatley, Metcalfe, Mt 

Zion (Campground), Peavy, Weeks Chapel, Whigham. 
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HOW DID THE UMC COME TO THE PLACE OF CHURCHES DISAFFILIATING? 

For a quick synopsis, read these two articles:  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2022/05/06/after-years-loud-debate-conservatives-

quietly-split-united-methodist-church/ 

https://religionnews.com/2022/06/29/what-happened-to-united-methodists-proposal-to-split-the-

denomination/ 

 

UMC PROTOCOL ARTICLES 

https://www.sgaumc.org/protocol-of-reconciliation-grace 

https://www.umnews.org/-/media/UMC%20Media/2022/06/09/17/12/bishops-protocol-response-

statement-06-09-22 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/09/08/bishop-bickerton-on-the-umc-protocol/ and 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/09/12/where-are-the-united-methodist-protocol-bishops-now/ 
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SECTION 3:  

RESOURCES FROM UMC.ORG - IS THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH REALLY…?         

(These articles are an attempt by UMC Communications to address questions, misconceptions, and 

misinformation circulating in the denomination.  Read this information prior to engaging with the 

resources that follow.) 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-1 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-2 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-3 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-is-the-umc-really-part-4 

 

VIDEOS THAT PROMOTE LEAVING THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH- ROB 

RENFROE  

Watch these six videos from Rev. Rob Renfroe that give a picture of why traditionalists are leaving the 

denomination: https://goodnewsmag.org/methodisms-great-divides-video-series/ 

 

VIDEOS THAT PROMOTE REMAINING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH- ADAM 

HAMILTON  

Watch these videos from Rev. Adam Hamilton in response to Rob Renfroe’s videos: Scroll down slightly 

on the home page to access- https://proudtobeumc.com/ 

  

TRADITIONALIST AND CENTRIST PASTORS- OPPOSING VIEWPOINTS 

Rev. Rob Renfroe - https://goodnewsmag.org/a-few-hard-questions/ 

Rev. David Livingston’s response - https://revliv1.blogspot.com/2022/09/a-centrist-replies-to-rob-

renfroe.html 
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SECTION 4:  

VOICES PROMOTING STAYING IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (AT LEAST 

UNTIL 2024) 

South Georgia Bishop Graves (videos): 

https://www.abidesga.com/blog/episcopal-address-annual-conference-2022 

https://www.sgaumc.org/newsdetail/bishop-graves-navigating-this-next-season-together-16615512 

 

South Georgia Abide Website  

Read https://www.abidesga.com/ for South Georgia voices on staying UMC.  Focus on this link from 

two traditional South Georgia pastors: https://www.abidesga.com/blog/thoughtsuntil2024.   

Read this link for a statement by Rev. Ben Martin, senior pastor at Wesley Monumental in Savannah: 

https://www.abidesga.com/voices-from-the-conference.  

 

Voices Beyond South Georgia Promoting Staying United Methodist 

Retired Bishop Will Willimon: https://www.christiancentury.org/article/features/united-methodist-

divorce-mistake 

Read the links at https://www.abidesga.com/resources to read several excellent resources from 

beyond South Georgia 

 

Big Tent Methodism 

Pro big tent: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/methodism-a-big-tent-from-its-beginnings  

https://arumc.org/2022/09/a-restart-for-the-united-methodist-church-the-heart-of-united-

methodism/ 

Con big tent: https://peopleneedjesus.net/2016/08/24/do-united-methodists-need-a-bigger-tent/ and 

https://www.eowca.org/post/two-methodisms-a-comparison-chart 

A conversation that shows what Methodists with differing theological convictions have in common: 

https://www.abidesga.com/blog/bigtentconvo 
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VOICES THAT PROMOTE LEAVING THE UMC NOW INSTEAD OF WAITING UNTIL 

GC 2024 TO GATHER MORE INFORMATION  

1.  Letter written by a pastor in the South Georgia Conference whose church is holding a vote this 

month to disaffiliate from the UMC: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/eb/eb9a7c99-477b-4652-a497-

bedae00813d6/documents/Where_are_we_now-edited.pdf 

2. Concern that fringe views on scripture, theology/doctrine, and human sexuality will become the 

norm in the UMC:  

Mark Tooley, IRD President - https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/08/05/exiting-united-methodism-

now/ 

Concern of moving away from orthodox doctrine:  

https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/07/13/an-orthodox-future-for-united-methodism/ 

https://aumc.org/pdf/Correcting%20Misinformation%202022.08.pdf 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2020/09/22/billy-abraham-methodist-split/ 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/01/21/why-united-methodist-church-splitting/ 

Projection from Global Methodists on post-separation UMC - 

https://www.trinityonthehill.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Denominational-Criteria-

Chart.pdf 

 

Concerns that pastors and bishops with fringe views will become the norm. See the following articles 

for more information: 

https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/being-a-queer-pastor-isnt-for-the-faint-of-

heart/Content?oid=22370650 

https://www.mspennycost.com/ 

Bishop Oliveto: https://juicyecumenism.com/2018/01/12/liberal-united-methodists-oliveto-

supporters-heres-chance-discredit-ird-um-action/ and 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2016/07/16/karen-olivetos-theology-criticizing-jesus-defending-

demon-possession/ 
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https://www.bwcumc.org/news-and-views/johnson-shares-her-story-of-transitioning-to-trans-

woman/ 

https://www.trinityonthehill.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Denomination-

Update_Additional-Refereces_Current-UMC-Beliefs-Practices.pdf 

3.  Concern that the process to disaffiliate will become harder rather than easier: 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/florida-churches-sue-to-exit-denomination 

 https://wesleyancovenant.org/2022/08/02/making-a-way/ 

 

SECTION 5:  

OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS: 

Theological Arguments: Human Sexuality 

UMC Basis Beliefs on Human Sexuality: https://www.umc.org/en/content/topic-human-sexuality-

homosexuality 

Luke Timothy Johnson, retired Professor Emory University’s Candler School of Theology (an official 

United Methodist Seminary) wrote the following article that is helpful in understanding a progressive 

stance on scripture and experience in relation to homosexuality: 

https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/homosexuality-church-0 

Tim Tennent, President of Asbury Theological Seminary, gives a more traditional viewpoint: 

https://www.theweightpodcast.com/episodes/human-sexuality-a-traditional-christian-vision-with-dr-

tim-tennent (you can listen or read the script at the bottom of the page) 

 

Missiological Article  

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/10854/the-heart-of-the-united-methodist-crisis-passio-

dei 

Theological Article 

Rev. Michael Beck’s Theological Reasons for Staying: https://michaeladambeck.com/2022/06/28/the-

weaponization-of-orthodoxy/ 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES THAT MIGHT BE HELPFUL 

AFRICAN UMC PERSPECTIVE  

Why is the African perspective important for the future of the United Methodist Church?  The UMC in 

Africa is the fastest growing part of the UMC in the world.  The direction of African United Methodists 

will help determine the future of United Methodism in the USA and around the world.   

Recent Statement from African Bishops: 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/statement+from+africa+colleges+of+bishops+-

+sept+8.pdf 

Information of the Africa Initiative that is referenced in the Bishop’s statement: 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/06/03/jerry-kulah-on-africa-united-methodist-split/ 

Responses to the statement of the African bishops: 

https://wordandway.org/2022/09/15/umc-bishops-in-africa-break-with-africa-initiative-wesleyan-

covenant-association/ 

https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/african-umc-bishops-repudiate-wca-s-africa-

initiative/ 

 

PROGRESSIVE UMC PERSPECTIVES 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/new-progressive-methodist-denomination-starts 

https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/04/23/additional-progressive-congregations-leaving-umc/ 

https://religionnews.com/2020/11/30/progressive-united-methodists-announce-new-denomination-

liberation-methodist-connexion/ 

https://um-forward.org/about-us 
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https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/statement+from+africa+colleges+of+bishops+-+sept+8.pdf
https://juicyecumenism.com/2022/06/03/jerry-kulah-on-africa-united-methodist-split/
https://wordandway.org/2022/09/15/umc-bishops-in-africa-break-with-africa-initiative-wesleyan-covenant-association/
https://wordandway.org/2022/09/15/umc-bishops-in-africa-break-with-africa-initiative-wesleyan-covenant-association/
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/african-umc-bishops-repudiate-wca-s-africa-initiative/
https://um-insight.net/in-the-church/umc-future/african-umc-bishops-repudiate-wca-s-africa-initiative/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/new-progressive-methodist-denomination-starts
https://juicyecumenism.com/2021/04/23/additional-progressive-congregations-leaving-umc/
https://religionnews.com/2020/11/30/progressive-united-methodists-announce-new-denomination-liberation-methodist-connexion/
https://religionnews.com/2020/11/30/progressive-united-methodists-announce-new-denomination-liberation-methodist-connexion/
https://um-forward.org/about-us


 

 

IMPORTANT ARTICLES TO INFORM OUR CONVERSATION  

Church Image Problem: https://careynieuwhof.com/the-church-has-an-image-problem-6-ways-to-fix-

it/ 

 

Young Evangelicals are Leaving the Church: https://religionnews.com/2021/08/06/young-

evangelicals-are-leaving-church-resistance-to-lgbtq-equality-is-driving-them-away/ 

 

If you have not yet had enough to read and study, here is a website that has compiled all the info! 

UM Compendium: Every article you can possibly read on the topic of Disaffiliation 

https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/09/11/um-fallout-a-compendium/ 

 

  

https://careynieuwhof.com/the-church-has-an-image-problem-6-ways-to-fix-it/
https://careynieuwhof.com/the-church-has-an-image-problem-6-ways-to-fix-it/
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2022/09/11/um-fallout-a-compendium/


 

 

APPENDIX 1: POSSIBLE RIGHT QUESTIONS 

1.  What is Perry UMC’s identity?   

2.  Perry UMC needs to define how we see the Bible in our identity.   

 3.  What are the implications of remaining in the UMC? 

 4.  What are the implications of disaffiliating from the UMC? 

5.  What the implications of waiting until after General Conference in 2024 to decide on 

remaining UMC or disaffiliating from the UMC? 

 5.   What other questions does the Discovery team need to answer? 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX 2: BASIC OPTIONS TO GET THE CONVERSATION STARTED 

What options are in front of us? 

The Discovery Team makes recommendations after completing the discernment tool. Our current 

bishop has repeatedly stated that his desire is to help each church end up where it wants to be.  Bishop 

Graves has been reassigned as our bishop through 2024.   

1. If PUMC wants to remain in the UMC, then no action is required. 

2. If PUMC wants to wait and see what happens at General Conference 2024 before making a 

decision, then no action is required.  

3. If PUMC wants to disaffiliate at 2023’s Annual Conference, the church leadership must notify 

the DS in early December 2022 (is this right? Other sources say February 2023) of a desire to 

hold a Church Conference that would allow members to vote. 

4. If PUMC wants to disaffiliate at 2024’s Annual Conference, the church leadership must notify 

the DS in early December 2023 (is this right? Other sources say February 2024) of a desire to 

hold a Church Conference that would allow members to vote. 

 

Secondary Question:  What options are in front of us if we vote to disaffiliate? 

It is important to remember that the answer to this question should not determine how you answer 

the main question:  Does our church need to stay in the UMC or not?  That being said, there are several 

options in front of us: 

1. Become an independent church. 

2. Join an existing Wesleyan denomination—there are several. 

3. Join the new traditional denomination—The Global Methodist Church. 

There are pros and cons to each option. 

 

What are our current pastors (Rev. Tom Carruth and Rev. Tommy Perkins) going to do?  Do they plan 

to remain in the UMC or surrender their ordination credentials and join a new denomination?   

Perry UMC’s decision must be made independently of what our pastors may choose to do.  This 

decision of the church will have repercussions that last far beyond the tenure of our current pastors.   

 

 

 


