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  The Messenger 
What direction is PUMC headed?   

 
I believe we are going backward, forward, inward, outward, “with-ward,” and upward! (credit to Mars Hill Bible Church in  
Grandville, MI for coming up with the Directions framework). 
 
Backward – In order for us to be a solid, healthy, and alive congregation, we must always be looking backward to the roots of 
our faith and life, the foundation that others laid and upon which we build.  Recently we have been exploring the roots of our 
Wesleyan in messages centered around the Standard Sermons of John Wesley. Our foundation is and always will be the 
Word of God revealed to us in Jesus Christ. While we have been looking at the roots of our faith, we have also been looking at 
the roots of our facilities! Recently we had some water in the Sanctuary basement because roots that had been growing into 
the plumbing!  We did some needed structural repairs, and next we are turning our attention to the foundation of the  
Education Building.  We will be cleaning out the French drains that help move water away from the building so that the  
basement used for Children’s Ministry stays dry like it should.  Once the drains are cleaned out and new rocks placed in them, 
we will be taking out the old carpet and installing beautiful new flooring!  We remain deeply grateful to the men and women 
who labored to build these historic buildings, and we want to make sure the foundation stays strong. 
 
Forward – PUMC has a rich heritage of faith, but we are not stuck in the past!  As we remain rooted in the foundation of 
God’s Word, we also are seeking to be relevant to the mission field of today’s changing world.  We are excited to welcome our 
Bishop David Graves on Sunday, September 11 at 4pm as he updates us on the future of the UMC. In the coming months we 
will also welcome Anne Bosarge, Director of Leadership Strategies and Church Resources for the South Georgia Conference.  
She will be leading a cohort of pastors and lay leaders from churches in our area who want their churches to be as healthy 
and vital as possible.  We’ll be hosting both Bishop Graves and the Reset Cohort led by Anne in our new Family Life Center 
(FLC).  The FLC was a huge forward step, and I’m thrilled to announce that because of the faithful giving of the congregation 
towards the second Building Campaign, we were able this month to apply $450,000 toward the loan principle!  Yes, we are 
moving forward!    
 
Inward – As Christians, we also value the inner journey of discipleship.  To live lives that are faithful to Christ on the outside, 
we must always be allowing the Spirit of God to do the inner work of healing and growing our hearts.  At Children’s Camp, 
Krissy Walker led the children each night in a worship experience which concluded with time to just be quiet for fifteen 
minutes.  To see what the kids would write down about what they were hearing from God in their hearts was moving for this 
pastor’s heart.  Krissy recently shared with us that one student, since coming home from camp, has kept up the habit of 
spending fifteen minutes of silence to listen for God.  Isn’t that an example for all of us as we seek to go “inward” as followers 
of Jesus?  I also heard recently that Nichole Lawson has repurposed one of the small group rooms in the Youth Center as a 
prayer room.  I love that our leaders at PUMC are setting apart space and time so that students can grow in the inward  
journey with God.   
 
Outward – PUMC is not a pond, where blessings flow to us but don’t go anywhere. This church is an open vessel for God to 
use however He desires!  I hope you have gotten to experience the Mobile OB/Gyn Clinic which should be ready to ship this 
month!  Center Stage for Christ (CSFC), our uber-talented drama ministry, will be presenting Knocking on God’s Back Door 
Sept 8-10 and 12-13 and donating proceeds to the project so that we can drill a well beside the clinic when it is installed in 
Ghana.  CSFC has always been an “Outward” ministry for us.  I know several folks who found their way to PUMC through a 
CSFC performance. But that’s not all.  The J.O.Y. Choir went out to Rozar Park to share love, joy, and beautiful music with the 
Perry Senior Center.  We are revamping our Assistance Ministry which seeks to meet the real needs here locally of folks who 
are struggling, and we will also be gearing up with Rise Against Hunger to pack 20,000 (or more) meals for hungry people 
around the world!   
 
Withward – I know, is this even a word? At PUMC we are seeking to help people who are walking alone in life to find real 
friends who become like family to them.  Because of our Sunday School program, many of you know the joy and comfort that 
comes from finding that group where you can belong.  My wife Shelly launched a new women’s Sunday School class which 
has become a place where people can move “withward” on their journey. And on Sun, Sept 18, we will have a Membership 
Class so that many of our newcomers can learn more about how to become fully involved members of the PUMC family!   
 
Upward – Everything we do at PUMC is ultimately about going upward – giving glory to God!  “Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 
but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness!” (Psalm 115).  We want everything that 
we do to point upward so that we always magnify the name of Jesus Christ!  Speaking of upward, I regularly see folks walking 
in downtown Perry who look up at our beautiful steeple. This month I’m excited that we will have skilled workers who will be up 
on our steeple doing some needed painting and restoration!  If you are excited about what the Lord is doing at PUMC (I know 
I am!), and if you would like to help contribute to the restoration of the Steeple or the renovations to the Children’s Ministry 
area in the Ed. Bldg. basement, I hope you will.   
 
And if anyone asks how things are going at PUMC, I hope you’ll tell them we are going backward.  And also forward, inward, 
outward, withward, and upward! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Tom  



MUSIC MINISTRY 
   Director of Music: Dr. Jane Kimbrel   

   Pianist: Dr. Carol Goff     Music Assistant: Tammara Shipes 
            janekimbrel@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852  

 
Christmas Music Rehearsals Begin  

 
This is a great time to join a choir! Christmas music  
rehearsals begin in September, and we have a fun  
repertoire of seasonal music planned, including a cantata 
with traditional carols accompanied by handbells and  
instrumentalists, and a bluegrass Christmas Jubilee to be 
presented by the Sanctuary Choir and the JOY Choir. If you 
love to sing, or would like to learn to ring handbells, please 
consider joining a choir!  Rehearsals begin on the  
following schedule: 
 
Tuesday, September 13 at 11:00 
JOY Choir in the Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, September 14 at 6:45  
Sanctuary Choir in the Choir Room 
 
Monday, September 19 at 7:00 
Sanctuary Bells in the Handbell Room 
 
Please contact me for more information at  
janekimbrel@gmail.com or 478-918-5303. 
 
Blessings,  
Jane 

MISSION MINISTRY 
Mission Coordinator:  Katie Cawthon 

                  katie.pumc@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852  
 
Honduras Mission Trip and Info 
Meeting: Our next Honduras mission 
trip will be March 19-26, 2023. We are 
planning to host a medical and dental 

clinic, lead a Vacation Bible School, deliver blessing bags to 
families in need, and hopefully replace some playground 
equipment if we can raise enough funds! We will have an 
informational meeting for anyone interested on Sunday, 
September 25 at 3 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Applications 
and deposits are due on Monday, October 3. Call or email 
Katie if you would like more information and cannot make it to 
the info meeting!  

 
Operation Christmas Child Kickoff: Our 
Operation Christmas Child kickoff will be 
Sunday, September 25. Take a box or 
two home and please stuff it and return by 
Sunday, October 23. There will be a 

packing list included in the box. Remember that each child only 
gets ONE shoebox in their life… so let’s make it a great 
shoebox for each child! Choose a quality item, like a soccer 
ball, a doll, or a stuffed animal, and then pack as much as you 
can around it. Thank you for participating in this project!  

 
Foster & Adoptive Family Support Group: 
We are hosting a foster and adoptive parent 
meal and training/support group in our 
Family Life Center on Monday, September 
26 at 6 pm. We will need volunteers to 
help with the meal and childcare. If you are 

interested, please email Katie at katie.pumc@gmail.com.  
 
Rise Against Hunger: Our next Rise 
Against Hunger meal packaging event 
will be Sunday, October 2, at 1 pm in the 
Family Life Center. As always, we need 
many volunteers to help us reach our 

goal of 20,000 meals! We also need to raise approximately 
$3600 for this event! Checks can be written to “Perry UMC” 
with “Rise Against Hunger” in the memo line.  
 
Next Missions Meeting: Thursday, September 8 at 12 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall 
 
Hospice Casserole Helper for September is the I.H.S. 
Sunday School class 

 
Lenten Monday School 

PRIME TIME  
Associate Pastor: Rev. Tommy Perkins  

tommy.pumc@gmail.com         615-691-3171 
 

Save the Date! 
 

October Prime Time Luncheon 
Thursday, October 6  

12 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Register by Monday, October 3 at  
12 p.m. by calling the church office at  

478-987-1852.  

United Methodist Men  
Thursday, September 20  
at 6:30 p.m. in the FLC 
$20 catered meal from 

Creekside 
 
All men are invited and 
welcome!  Register by 
calling the church  
office at 478-987-1852 by 
Friday, September 16 so 
that we have enough 
food!   

Methodist Women  
Monday, September 12 

12 p.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall 

 
All women are invited to 

bring a sandwich and join 
us. Drinks and sides will be 

provided.   
 

Our program will be  
presented by Michael and 

Diane Kinsley  

CENTERSTAGE FOR CHRIST PRESENTS  
KNOCKING ON GOD’S BACK DOOR 

 
SEPTEMBER 8-10 AND 12-13 AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE 

FAMILY LIFE CENTER 
DOORS OPEN AT 6:45 P.M.  

 
TICKETS ARE $10 IN ADVANCE IN THE  
CHURCH OFFICE OR $15 AT THE DOOR  

(CASH OR CHECK ONLY) 
 

WE WILL HAVE CAKE AND COFFEE  
AFTER THE PLAY EACH NIGHT! 

 
ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENT WILL GO TO OUR 
MOBILE OBGYN MOBILE CLINIC THAT WILL BE SENT 

TO GHANA, AFRICA!   



Youth Pastor:   

Nichole Lawson       

nhslawson@gmail.com          

(478) 230-2237  

 

www.perryumc.org/

ministries/youth 

 

Follow us on Instagram 

@perryumcyouth   

 

Follow us on Facebook 

@perryyouth   

 

Follow us on Snapchat  

@perryumcyouth   

            

    
 
  

Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker /
kcpteach@yahoo.com          

www.perryumc.org  / Facebook: PUMC 
Children’s Department  

The Treehouse has been renovated! 
Treehouse Trades kicks off September 7th… 

A new time: 4:45-6:15 pm 
A new location: The Family Life Center 

The same Great Fun!  
This fall, we will have cooking, games, & music for everyone! 

Snacks WILL be served this year! 
Register online for your child to participate! 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/PerryUnitedMethodistChurch1/
TreehouseTradesRegistration 

 
Children will be challenged to learn various things 

this year. They can arrive each week between  
4:30-4:45 to check these off and recive prizes! 

Drive through drop-off  and pick-up will be  
available at the front door of the FLC. 

 
Meeting dates in September: 
September 7th, 14th, and 21st 

We will not have Treehouse Trades on the 28th 

Calendars 
are  
coming!!! 

Save the Date for these events: 
September 12th-Moms Bible Study 

starts 
September 18th-Dress in your fave 

football team colors for SS 
September 25th-Acolyte Training 
September 30th-PUMC Women’s 

Conference 

Youth Kicks Off on September 7! 
 

Prayer Breakfast - 7 a.m. in the Youth Center     
We will have transportation to both Perry High and 
Westfield! 
 
$5 Pizza dinner in the Youth Center at 6 p.m.    
Youth Worship and Bible Study is from 6:45 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

     High School Leadership  
                  Meeting on  
       Sunday, September 11 
 
Meet at the Mexican restaurant 
by Walmart in Perry for 
discipleship and planning. Let 
Nichole know if you plan to  
attend.  If you would like to be a 
part of this team, please contact 
Nichole.   

BBQ and Square Dance Fundraiser  
Sunday, September 25 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the FLC 
Tickets go on sale September 8 for $15 (cash or check) 

 
Grab your boots and hat and promenade on over to the FLC 
for the best BBQ and square dance in town! Join us for an 
evening of fall family fun and support our youth group.   

Get your Tickets! 
 

The youth is invited to attend the Centerstage for 
Christ “Knocking on God’s back door” play  
featuring our own Olivia Carruth and camp  
counselor, Caleb Dequire (aka Kwevin) on  

Monday, September 12 at 6:45 p.m. in the FLC.   
 

Bring $10 cash with you on Wednesday,  
September 7 for your ticket.  Meet in the lobby of  
the FLC at 6:45 p.m. on Monday, September 12.   

Parent pickup will be at the FLC at 9:45 p.m.  
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Finance  
Report  

Month to Date 

As of  
August 2022 

Receipts  
Month to Date 

106,573.00 

Disbursements  
Month to Date 

93,161.44 

P.O. Box 73                             1002 Carroll St.                       Phone:  478-987-1852                 www.perryumc.org 
Perry, GA 31069                      Perry, GA 31069                     Fax:      478-988-1428                 perryumcga@gmail.com 

PerryÊUMCÊChurchÊStaff 
Rev. Tom Carruth                                               Senior Pastor 
Rev. Tommy Perkins Associate Pastor of Congregation Care  
Krissy Walker                                              Children’s Pastor  
Christie Rooks                          Christian Education Assistant 
Katie Cawthon                                      Missions Coordinator 
Nichole Lawson                                                  Youth Pastor  
Dr. Jane Kimbrel         Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
Dr. Carol Goff                                                               Pianist 
Tammara Shipes                                             Music Assistant 
Dicky Gilbert                                                      Audio Visual 
Karen Armstrong                                      Financial Secretary 
Emilee Sheffield                                             Office Manager 
Rob Tavalero                                    Building Superintendent  
Alice Releford                                                          Custodian 
Joyce Cook                                                     Nursery Worker 
Lacy Murphy                                                 Nursery Worker 
Denise Grace                               Nursery Worker  

Building  
Fund 

As of  
August 2022 

Total  
Received 

3,175,402.49 

Electronic Service Requested 

Perry United Methodist Church  
1002 Carroll Street 
Perry, GA 31069 

Thank you for your support of 
PUMC’s ministries. You may 
make your gifts by several means: 
 
         Perry UMC Website 
      www.perryumc.org/give 
Click the “Make a donation” button 
and follow the instructions.   
 

Text2Give 
Text 478-796-9390, which is  
dedicated to receiving Perry UMC 
contributions. Enter the amount 
you desire to give in message line 
(example "give 200".)  Follow 
prompts to confirm gift and enter 
bank information. Future texts 
will only require you to enter the 
amount and confirm the gift. 

 
Postal Mail  

PO Box 73, Perry 31069 

Average Attendance as of  
August 2022 

Morning Worship 364 

Sunday School 153 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 
Alex Powell, United States 
National Guard, 
granddaughter of Corky and 
Suzanne Powell 
Brandi Warren, United States 
Navy, granddaughter of Bill 
and Mary Warren. 
Captain Matt McNeal, nephew 

of Susan Pierce. 
Lt. Col. Phillip Ferris, son of Mark and Gloria 
Ferris 
Major William R. Wright, grandson of Elaine 
Wright.  
Lance Corporal Thomas Blake Moore, United 
States Marines, grandson of Nellwin and 
James Moore.   
Seaman Walter Hartley, United States Navy, 
nephew of Dot Price. 
Staff Sergeant Brooks Warren, United States 
Air Force, grandson of Bill and Mary Warren. 
Staff Sergeant Christopher Lanning, United 
States Army, son of Richard and Trisha 
Lanning. 
Staff Sergeant Derek M. Livingston, United 
States Army, Grandson of Liz Fauconniere. 
2LT Harrison Booth, United States Air Force 
son of Bill and Dawn Booth       
 
Please help us keep this list updated by 
calling the church office.   

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday  
  9 a.m. - Morning Worship  
10 a.m. - Sunday School 
11 a.m. - Morning Worship  
 
                       Monday 
10 a.m. - Staff Meeting  
12 p.m. - Mom’s Bible Study (beginning 
September 12 in the library) 
 
                      Tuesday 
7 a.m. - Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
11 a.m. - JOY Choir (beginning  
September 13) 
5 p.m. - Acts Bible Study 
 
                   Wednesday 
7 a.m. - Youth Prayer Breakfast  
10 a.m. - A.I.M. fitness 
4:30 p.m. - Tree House Trades in the FLC  
6 p.m. - $5 Pizza in the Youth Center 
6:45 p.m. - Youth Worship and Bible Study 
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

SPECIAL EVENTS               
September 5 - Church Office is closed 
September 8 - Centerstage for Christ  
presents “Knocking on God’s Backdoor”  
September 9 - Centerstage for Christ  
presents “Knocking on God’s Backdoor”  
September 10 - Centerstage for Christ  
presents “Knocking on God’s Backdoor”  
September 11 - District Meeting with the 
Bishop at 4 p.m. at PUMC 
September 12 - Methodist Women in the 
Fellowship Hall at Noon 
September 12 - CenterStage for Christ 
presents “Knocking on God’s Backdoor” 
September 13 - CenterStage for Christ 
presents “Knocking on God’s Backdoor” 
September 16 - Emmaus Reunion Dinner 
at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
September 18 - New Member Brunch at 
10 a.m. in the FLC 
September 20 - Methodist Men Meeting in 
the FLC at 6:30 p.m.  
September 25 - Operation Christmas Child 
Kickoff 
September 25 - Acolyte Training in the 
Sanctuary at 10 a.m.  
September 25 - BBQ and Square Dance 
Fundraiser at 5 p.m. in the FLC 
September 26 - Foster Parent Support in 
the FLC  
September 30 - Women’s Conference in 
Atlanta 

Finance  
Report  

Year to Date 

As of  
August 2022 

Receipts  
Year to Date 

898,636.64 

Disbursements  
Year to Date 

907,130.81 

Anticipated  
Budget 
Year to Date 

866,698.62 


