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The Messenger 
cisions 

blast.  

We Have Reasons to Praise God 

 

Recently, we have been living with the Psalms for our weekly worship 
scripture lessons. These psalms have had two recurring lessons: First, 
to look for the many reasons we have to praise God; and second, to  
recognize the power of praise in our lives.   
 

I am drawn to one particular verse as I reflect on God’s activity around 
our church’s ministry. Eugene Peterson translates it this way, “Keep your 
eyes open for G'(, watch for his works; be alert for signs of God’s  
presence” (The Message: 105:4).  As we turn the calendar to October, I 
want to let you know, with short descriptions, a few of the ways I see 
God’s working around us here at PUMC.  
 

ONLINE MINISTRY:  God has been at work through our Sunday morning worship broadcasts in amazing 
ways. We have certainly achieved our original goal of connecting with our own church members who cannot return to 
campus at this time. But God has surprised us as we immediately began ministering to others who are not part of our 
church—or any church through our online worship.  Some of these folks indicate they are watching our worship   
services because of our splendid music ministry, our more traditional worship style, and our Wesleyan, grace-filled, 
presentation of God’s Word. We cannot wait to see how God helps us grow this form of presenting the gospel in  
worship and study opportunities so the lives of many new people may be introduced to and transformed by Jesus 
Christ. 

 

PROFESSING FAITH:  God is at work around us as He continuingly stirs the hearts of people to profess faith 
and unite with our church.  We have had people join our church through this COVID-19 season. Others are planning 
dates so we can receive them into this part of the family of God. We will be receiving 17 members of our 2020  
Confirmation Class on October 25. I see evidence of others in whose life God is working.  I praise God that we can 
look around and see folks at different stages of faith being awakened or reawakened to God’s love and being led by 
God’s Spirit to connect with our church family. 
 

GENEROSITY:  Your generosity is a sign of God working around us. Let me mention several areas where I 
see this generous spirit.  First, is in the incredible level of financial support PUMC has received this year —even  
during the pandemic. We are in a stronger financial position in 2020 than we have been historically. Our members 
have been faithful and generous throughout this year!  Second, is the generosity expressed in the special offering for 
the Trustees Capital Improvements. You have given over $70,000 for the HVAC replacement and Fire Safety  
System. This second-and-even-third mile giving shows your love for God and this church. Finally, your ongoing  
financial support of the Family Life Center building fund is significant and necessary as we prepare to enter this new 
space in late January 2021. I celebrate how God is working in your hearts and how you are responding. 
 

CARING:  God has been at work in your lives as you represent Christ in our community and the world 
through your compassionate caring.  Specifically, I have been impressed by the loving care you have extended to 
your neighbors, friends, and members of your church family. You have checked on the well-being of each other, 
reached out with helpful gifts of food and fellowship, and followed up on those who were sick but who cannot receive 
face-to-face visits.  These caring deeds have allowed you to be the very embodiment of Christ in the world today.  
Thanks for your caring and loving one another. 
 

It is easy to see that God’s work around us and through us does not stop with something like COVID-19. God finds a 
way to continue redeeming lives no matter what the circumstance. I am moved to praise every time I recognize 
God’s persistent love—and see evidence of it all around us.  I invite you to join me in praising God from whom all 
blessings flow! 
 

 



MISSION MINISTRY 

Mission Coordinator:  Katie Cawthon 

       katie.pumc@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852 ext 104 

 

Operation Christmas Child: We have 
officially kicked off this Operation 
Christmas Child season! If you haven’t 
already picked up a shoebox, you may 
pick one up at church on Sundays or in 
the office throughout the week. All 

shoeboxes are due back by Sunday, October 25th.  
Here are a list of items you can include in your box: 
 

ALL AGES TOYS! Start with a central item that a 
child will cherish, like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer 
ball with pump, or a plush stuffed animal. Then add 
quality items like cars, musical instruments, puzzles, 
jump ropes, etc.    
School Supplies: pencils, pens, crayons, notebooks, 
coloring books, etc.  
Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, washcloths, 
combs, etc.  
Accessories: socks, hats, t-shirts, flip-flops, hair bands, 
sunglasses, etc. 
A Personal Note and photo of you and your family/
group. If you include your name and address, the child 
may be able to write back.  
Younger Children: Blankets, sticker and picture 
books, blocks, finger puppets, pages of colorful stickers.  
Older Children: Small tools, tape measures, sewing 
kits, fabric squares, etc; solar calculators, rulers, 
scissors; jewelry; deodorant 

Snax Sax Update: We have officially 
started back with our Snax Sax ministry for 
this school year! We are packing 75 bags for 
Tucker Elementary, and the Baptist Church is 
packing 40 bags for Morningside Elementary. 
Thank you to all our volunteers for their 

flexibility and willingness to serve in the midst of a 
pandemic!  

Family Promise Host Week: Our next 
Family Promise host week is October 4-

11. As you’d expect, it will look very 
different than we are used to. The families 
are staying in a transitional house in 

Warner Robins, so we are only responsible for providing 
food during our host week. If you would like to help with 
groceries or a meal, please email Katie at 
katie.pumc@gmail.com.  

PVO Sugar Drive: Because of all the other 
mission projects we have in December, we 
will be collecting sugar for the PVO Christmas 
boxes throughout the month of October. Like 
last year, we need to collect 260 of the 4-

pound bags of sugar. Sugar can be dropped 
off in the church office. If you’d rather donate towards the 
cause, please make checks out to Perry UMC with “PVO 
Sugar Drive” on the memo line. Thank you for your 
support of this worthy cause! 

Next Missions Meeting: Wednesday, October 21 at 
12:30 pm 

The Hospice Casserole helper for October is the 
Mission Outreach Sunday school class.   

MUSIC MINISTRY 

                     Director of Music: Jane Kimbrel     
       janekimbrel@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852 x111 

 

Music Department Activities 

 

In September our "older adult kids" and our "real age kids" 
enjoyed learning and reviewing music symbols while  
playing Musical Bingo. Sanctuary Choir members enjoyed 
seeing each other during a "Drive By and Wave" event. 

PRIME TIME 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Tommy Perkins   
tommy.pumc@gmail.com    478-987-1852 ext 110 

 

Safe-stival PrimeTime Picnic Lunch  
 Thursday, October 22, 2020 at 12 

p.m. Noon 

 

Welcome back to campus Prime-
Timers!  Come enjoy music, games, 
prizes, and food!  This Prime Time 
picnic will be outdoors on the north 
lawn behind the youth center  

between the three small parking lots.   Bring your own 
sandwich, protective face covering, and fold up chair.  
Campfire chairs will be provided if you don’t have seating.  
Drinks, sides, and some delicious Cawthon family pound 
cake will be provided.  Enjoy music by Ellis Carpenter and 
Nannette O’Neill.  We will also play a bingo inspired game 
of The Prize is Right.   
 

Registration for the Safe-stival is required.  Please 
email Tommy at tommy.pumc@gmail.com or call the 
church office at 478-987-1852 no later than Monday,  
October 19 at 4:30 p.m.  Dress casually in your  
Halloween or Mercer orange and black with comfortable 
shoes.  

 

 

PRIME TIME  VIRTUAL  
JOKES YOU'LL LOVE 

 

Go to www.perryumc.org/ministries/older-
adults for our online edition of “Jokes 
You'll Love” at 12 p.m. noon on  
Thursday, October 8. 

 



Friday Refill on Instagram 

 

We will continue our Friday 
Refill on Instagram 
(@perryumcyouth) every  
Friday.     
 

If you would like to present a  
devotional for our Friday  
Refill, contact Nichole at 478-

230-2237 or by email at 
nhslawson@gmail.com.   

  

 

 

                             

                
    
 

  
 

 

 

 

Youth Pastor:   

Nichole Lawson       

nhslawson@gmail.com          

(478) 230-2237  

www.perryumc.org/

ministries/youth 

 

Follow us on Instagram 

@perryumcyouth   

 

Follow us on Facebook 

@perryyouth   

 

Follow us on Snapchat  

@perryumcyouth   

 

Follow us on Tik Tok     

@pumcyouth 

 

   October Happenings in the Perry UMC Children’s Department! 
Our One-room Sunday School and Children’s Church Construction Theme will continue... 

Our Treehouse Trades Program will meet each Wednesday except Oct.14th.Our Treehouse Trades Program will meet each Wednesday except Oct.14th.Our Treehouse Trades Program will meet each Wednesday except Oct.14th.Our Treehouse Trades Program will meet each Wednesday except Oct.14th.    
THANK YOU to everyone for following the new order of things as we’ve reopened the church!THANK YOU to everyone for following the new order of things as we’ve reopened the church!THANK YOU to everyone for following the new order of things as we’ve reopened the church!THANK YOU to everyone for following the new order of things as we’ve reopened the church!    

 Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987----1852 1852 1852 1852     
www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department     

TRUNK-OR-TRAVEL 2020 
The event will take place on Sunday, October 25th, from 5-6pm in the side parking lot of the church. 

Families can participate in two different ways- 

1. Families may design and display a trunk as part of our Trunk-or-Travel drive through event.  

OR   

2.  Families may drive through the display of trunks and judge their favorite.  

---->To recap, you will either do a trunk OR drive through and keep on traveling!>To recap, you will either do a trunk OR drive through and keep on traveling!>To recap, you will either do a trunk OR drive through and keep on traveling!>To recap, you will either do a trunk OR drive through and keep on traveling!    
All children involved in either option are encouraged to wear their costumes! 

Nothing will be distributed by individual trunks. 

All children will receive a goodie bag filled with candy and a fun activity as their car exits the parking lot. 

Community members and church members of all ages are welcome to come by and vote! 

*Families who choose to display a trunk must keep children at their car the hour they are on campus.* 

Trophies will be awarded at the end of the night to the winning cars. 

The award ceremony will be streamed on Facebook so those at home can watch to see who wins! 

If you are planning to submit a trunk for the contest, you must sign up  

by October 18th to receive your event instructions and parking spot location. 

 

 

 

FALL FUN AT THE  
DEHEMS 

Sunday, October 18 

6 p.m. - 8 p.m.  
 

Join us at the Dehems house 
for food and outdoor games.   
The Dehems address will be 
sent out on Remind.  If you 
do not receive texts from  
Remind, please contact the 
church office at 478-987-

1852 for the address.   

James Bible Study on Zoom on Tuesdays at 8 p.m.  
 

We are continuing our Bible study on James on Zoom 
every Tuesday night at 8 p.m.   The link to join will be 
sent out on Remind.   

Attention Confirmation Families 
 

Don’t forget to contact Nichole if you are 
attending Confirmation on Sunday,  
October 25, at 10 a.m. and let her know 
how many people will be in your party.   

 

Also, there will be a short rehearsal to prepare for  
Confirmation on Wednesday, October 21 at 5:45 p.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  Please plan to attend.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact Nichole at  
478-230-2237 or nhslawson@gmail.com. 
 

Confirmation will be live streamed for all who are unable 
to attend.   

In Person Worship and Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.  

(We will not meet on October 14) 
 

Meet behind the Youth Center at 6:45 p.m. for worship, 
after worship, we will divide into small groups.  Pickup is 
at 8:15 p.m., Middle Schoolers will be picked up in front 
of the Sanctuary, High schoolers will be picked up in 
front of the Youth Center.   Masks are required.   
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Finance  
Report  

Month to Date 

As of  
Sept. 28, 2020 

Receipts  
Month to Date 

85,551.00 

Disbursements  
Month to Date 

129,883.00 

Finance  
Report  

Year To Date 

As of  
Sept. 28, 2020 

Anticipated  
Budget Income 

922,355.19 

Receipts  
Year to Date 

876,012.76 

Disbursements  
Year to Date 

856,023.60 

P.O. Box 73                             1002 Carroll St.                       Phone:  478-987-1852                 www.perryumc.org 

Perry, GA 31069                      Perry, GA 31069                     Fax:      478-988-1428                 perryumcga@gmail.com 

 Church Staff and Our Methodist Connec�on 

Dr. Brad Brady                                                         Senior Pastor 

Rev. Tommy Perkins  Associate Pastor of Congrega�on Care  

Krissy Walker                                                     Children’s Pastor  

Chris�e Rooks                              Chris�an Educa�on Assistant 

Ka�e Cawthon                                            Mission Coordinator 

Nichole Lawson                                                        Youth Pastor  

Dr. Jane Kimbrel           Director of Music Ministries/Organist 

Sheryl McDaniel                                                                  Pianist 

Dicky Gilbert                                                              Audio Visual 

Rob Tavalero                                        Building Superintendent  

Alice Releford                                                                Custodian 

Karen Armstrong                                           Financial Secretary 

Emilee Sheffield                                                   Office Manager 

Joyce Cook                                                           Nursery Worker 

Madison Kitchens                                               Nursery Worker 

Anna Hays                                                           Nursery Worker 

Lacy Murphy                                                       Nursery Worker 

 

Bishop Lawson Bryan                                        Resident Bishop 

Rev. H. Craig Hu2o                               District Superintendent 

Building  
Fund 

As of  
Sept.28, 2020 

Total Pledged 1,900,119.99 

Total  
Received 

1,945,270.11 

Expenses are being incurred as we 
begin the construction phase. 

              
 

 

 

 

Alex Powell, United States National Guard, 
granddaughter of Corky and Suzanne Powell 
Brandi Warren, United States Navy, 
granddaughter of Bill and Mary Warren. 
Captain Matt McNeal, nephew of Susan Pierce. 
Jacob Wesley Powell, United States Marines, 
grandson of Corky and Suzanne Powell. 
Major Matthew Hillis, son of Kelly and Carla 
Hillis. 
Major Phillip Ferris, son of Mark and Gloria 
Ferris 

Major William R. Wright, grandson of Elaine 
Wright.  
Private First Class Thomas Blake Moore, 
United States Marines, grandson of Nellwin 
and James Moore.   
Seaman Walter Hartley, United States Navy, 
nephew of Dot Price. 
Staff Sergeant Brooks Warren, United States 
Air Force, grandson of Bill and Mary Warren. 
Staff Sergeant Christopher Lanning, United 
States Army, son of Richard and Trisha 
Lanning. 
Staff Sergeant Derek M. Livingston, United 
States Army, Grandson of Liz Fauconniere. 
Please help us keep this list updated by 
calling the church office.   

Electronic Service Requested 

Perry United Methodist Church  
1002 Carroll Street 
Perry, GA 31069 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of 
PUMC’s ministries. You may make your 
gifts by several means: 
 

Text2Give 
Text 478-796-9390, which is dedicated to 
receiving Perry UMC contributions. Enter 
the amount you desire to give in message 
line (example "give 200".)  Follow 
prompts to confirm gift and enter 
bank information. Future texts will only 
require you to enter the amount and  
confirm the gift. 

 

Postal Mail  
PO Box 73, Perry 31069 

 

Automatic Bill Pay from  
Online Banking 

Set up a one time or recurring  
transaction on "bill pay" on checking  
account.  Please indicate in notes any  
instructions about how you want the gift  
directed. 

Average Worship Attendance  
September 2020 

Online  807 

In Person  155 
PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 

 

 

 

 

 

In Person and Virtual  
Bible Study on Galatians 
October 20 - November 24 

 

We will have a quick Bible study on the 
book of Galatians facilitated by Rev.  
Tommy Perkins.  We will meet in person 
on Tuesdays from 1:15 p.m. to 2 p.m.  
beginning October 20 and continuing to   
November 24 in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
will also have a virtual option to join online 
on Zoom at the same time with phone-in  
options.  You will only need your Bible for 
this study.   
 

If you have any questions or would like to 
register contact tommy.pumc@gmail.com.   

Special 	anks Special 	anks Special 	anks Special 	anks     
 

Dear Church Family, 

 

Thank you for all of the prayers, 

cards, food, and love through  

daddy's illness and death. I credit 

my dad with my work ethic and I 

feel able to share the love of our  

Heavenly Father with the church kids 

because of the amazing earthly  

father I was blessed with. He was a  

shining example of unconditional 

love and will be missed by many. 

 

With Love and Gratitude,  

Krissy and Family 


