
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                            

     January 1, 2023 

Dear Perry UMC Family,  

The church we love and call home was founded nearly two hundred years ago in 1826.  It was originally 

named Perry Methodist Episcopal Church (PMEC).  In 1845, sixteen years before North and South would go to 

war, the Methodist Episcopal Church experienced a schism over the issue of slavery, and so Perry MEC then 

became known as Perry Methodist Episcopal Church, South (PMECS).  Nearly one hundred years later, in 

1939, the MEC, MECS, as well as the Methodist Protestant Church were able to mend their differences and re-

unify, and that’s when Perry MECS became known simply as Perry Methodist Church (PMC).  Then in 1968, 

another unification of Wesleyan denominations took place.  The Methodist Church united with the Evangelical 

United Brethren, and the sign out front of PMC was changed one more time, to Perry United Methodist 

Church.  We still have some members of PUMC who were born when the church was named Perry Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South.  We have many members who were born during the days when we were simply Perry 

Methodist Church, and anyone born since 1968 has only known this church as Perry UMC!   

I share this history to give important perspective.  We are living now in another cataclysmic time in the 

life of our denomination.  The United Methodist Church is experiencing if not a schism, at least perhaps 

a splintering.  This time our division centers largely around differences in our understanding of human sexuality, 

specifically whether churches should be allowed to recognize same-sex marriages and whether self-avowed, 

practicing homosexuals can be ordained as clergy.  In 2019, we had a Special Called General Conference 

(GC2019) to address the impasse surrounding human sexuality.  GC2019 was an acrimonious conference, and 

in the end the current stance on LGBT persons was upheld.  The UMC continues to believe that all LGBT  

people are people of sacred worth, and that the practice of sexuality is only allowable within the confines of a 

marriage, defined as a covenant between a man and a woman.  At GC2019, a paragraph was added to The 

Book of Discipline (¶2553) which gave a path for churches who disagree with the denomination’s stance on  

homosexuality to disaffiliate from the UMC.  This provision was to sunset at the end of 2023.  This was  

assuming that we would have a General Conference in 2020 where more formal legislation could be debated 

that would help us have major restructuring or amicable separation.  The COVID-19 pandemic has delayed the 

ability of General Conference to meet in 2020 or in 2021, and earlier this year, it was announced that General 

Conference would not meet again until 2024.   

At the South Georgia Annual Conference (SGAUMC) meeting in June of 2022, the Conference Board of 

Trustees presented a resolution that would allow South Georgia churches to depart from the UMC through  

December 31, 2024 under the terms of ¶2549 using the same financial formula the SGAUMC had agreed upon 

for disaffiliation under ¶2553.  The South Georgia Conference has wisely acted with grace and courageous 

leadership to make sure that all local churches have time to make prayerful choices on where God is leading 

them.  Choosing to leave a denomination is a massive decision which will have repercussions that last for  

decades or beyond.   

Many churches in the South Georgia Conference have followed the process to disaffiliate, and more will 

be voting in 2023 to leave the UMC.  Some churches will choose to remain UMC regardless of what  

happens.  Many churches will choose to remain in the UMC for now and see how things unfold in 2024 before 

making a decision to change.  Regardless of how anyone may feel about any of these issues or denominational 

“stuff” as a whole, Perry UMC will have a choice to make.  Even if a church chooses to do nothing, that is still a 

choice.   

 



The PUMC Administrative Board, the executive body that governs the life of our local congregation, met 

in August and wisely voted to form a Discovery Team to study these matters and report back to the Board. 
They went through the proper channels and asked the Nominating Committee to make formal  

recommendations as to who should serve on the Discovery Team.  I am deeply grateful to our Nominating 

Committee for their work in assembling a solid group of faithful leaders at PUMC who all agreed to serve on the 
Discovery Team.  They are Angela Goodwin, Bob Lawson, Dawn Booth, George Nunn, John Hulbert, Kaki 

Whiddon, Michael Ballard, Peggy Jerles, Skylar Register, and Steve Gray.  These were formally elected by the 

members of Perry UMC at our Charge Conference.  I hope you will join me in praying for them as they do 
the important work of sifting through all of the information and summarizing what will be the best op-

tions for PUMC to consider.  They have already been doing research and will begin meeting in person in 
January.   

Perry UMC basically has three options.  We can remain in the UMC, we can leave the UMC and 
join another Wesleyan/Methodist denomination, or we can leave the UMC and become an independent 

church.  These are HUGE, enormous matters to consider.  No church will be wise to just look around and ask, 

“Well, what are other churches doing?”  I know of churches that I love and respect that are taking each of these 
paths.  I am aware of churches that will stay UMC (for now), I know some that will become independent, and 

some that will align with other denominations.  The question is not, “What are other churches doing?”  The 

question is not even, “What do the majority of folks at PUMC want to do?”  What matters most is, “What is God 
calling this congregation to do?  Where is Jesus leading us?”  I deeply believe that God has a plan for 

Perry UMC, that He isn’t surprised or stressed by any of this, and I believe He can lead us to follow Him  
together, if we will humbly seek him.   

I have always been a proud South Georgian, but never more so than I have been in these tumultuous 

times.  The leadership of the South Georgia Conference has been wise, honest, fair and trustworthy at every 

juncture.  I hope you will take some time to study the wealth of information that is available on the South  
Georgia Conference website, www.sgaumc.org.  Our Bishop David Graves has published a Disaffiliation  

Timeline which is very clear.  Churches in South Georgia will have three opportunities to disaffiliate or depart 

from the UMC, first in May of 2023, then in May of 2024, and finally in November of 2024.  What a  
blessing to have been given the gift of TIME—to pray, to study, and to wait on the Lord’s leading for PUMC.   

I think waiting until 2024 is the wise thing to do.  However, if the Discovery Team and/or if the Administrative 
Board senses that taking a vote in 2023 is the right things to do, I will absolutely support the church moving  

forward more quickly.  But my belief is that waiting and taking our time is best.   

You all deserve a medal for reading this far!  I wish I knew how to write about all of this more  

succinctly.  There is much more to say.  The Discovery Team and I want to hear from you.  We will have two 

Town Halls in January to allow for conversation and questions.  Just like at our Town Hall in June, you will 
have the opportunity to ask any questions or make any comments that are on your heart.  You will also have 

the opportunity to write down questions and have them addressed if you do not feel comfortable speaking at the 

microphone.  The first Town Hall will be on Sunday, January 8 at 5pm.  The second will be on Tuesday,  
January 17 at 6pm.  Both will be held in the PUMC Sanctuary.   

As your Senior Pastor, I want 2023 to be a year of prayer at Perry UMC.  I believe God is calling us to be 
a church that loves God with all our heart, that actually follows Jesus wherever he leads us, and that is always 

led and filled with the Spirit in all we do. I believe Jesus died for all, and all means all.  I believe Jesus wants us 

to welcome—really welcome—all people to the table.  God is holy, and he calls us to a radical way of life, 
where we are in the world but not of the world, where we wrestle with Scripture and humbly submit to the  
witness of God’s Word.  I believe the world is hungry for a church that unapologetically follows Jesus, that lives 

out the gospel, and that offers grace and truth.  This is hard work—impossible even—apart from much  
prayer.  Without prayer, we will only end up a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. Without prayer, we will easily 
find ourselves walking in the way of the Pharisees, who knew all about the letter of the law, but had no capacity 

for the Spirit of the law.  Perry UMC Family, will you join me in a year of seeking the Lord together in  
prayer?  Softly and tenderly, Jesus is calling us.  I know he will not let us down.   

 
                  Grace and Peace,  

                  Rev. Tom Carruth 
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