
 July 2026 

On Tom’s Heart  |  July 2026 

First, thank you.  By now you’ve probably heard that I managed to break my ankle playing basketball with our F3 men’s 
workout group. I wish I had a dramatic story to tell. All I know is it was routine basketball, I bumped into someone, and the 
next thing I know I was on the floor with a foot that didn’t look right! As I write this, surgery is tomorrow, so by the time you 
read these words I’m hoping to be well on the road to recovery. 

Several years ago some of the men in our church started inviting me to join F3. After Shelly and I moved into town, I finally 
ran out of excuses. I even texted John Holbert and told him, “Meet me in my driveway at 6:00 a.m. If you don’t, I’ll find a 
reason to stay in bed.” 

Since then I’ve been there nearly every Tuesday and Thursday morning. We run, do push-ups, dips, sit-ups, and whatever 
other misery someone dreams up. Every other Thursday or so we play basketball in our Family Life Center. Ironically,  
basketball is supposed to be the “easy” day.  The workouts have been good for me physically, but the friendships have 
been even better. 

One of the greatest dangers for all of us—especially men—is isolation. We stay busy. We convince ourselves we’re fine. 
Before long we’re carrying burdens by ourselves that God never intended us to carry alone. When I went down, I  
immediately knew something was wrong. Within minutes, friends had me in the van and I was receiving excellent care from 
Dr. Dan Grahl and others from our own church family.   
 
Since then, I’ve watched Perry Methodist simply be the Church.  

Dr. Marcus Tripp graciously stepped in to officiate Dr. Wayne Bohanan’s funeral while I recover. Staff members have  
covered responsibilities without complaint. People have prayed, called, texted, brought food, offered rides, and one  
afternoon I looked outside to discover my neighbor mowing my yard and trimming around the edges like he’d been hired to 
do it.  It’s humbling to be on the receiving end of all that kindness. 

Thank you—for every prayer, every meal, every text, every visit, and every act of love. You have reminded Shelly and me 
once again what a privilege it is to be part of this church family. 

Looking Ahead 

By the time you read this, our Administrative Board will have heard the recommendations that came from our Vision 200 
Listening Retreat.  Many of you prayed and fasted before that gathering, and it showed. About thirty church members spent 
a day listening to one another, seeking the Lord, and asking where He is leading Perry Methodist next. It was one of the 
most encouraging meetings I’ve been part of in a long time. 

You’ll be hearing much more in the coming weeks. I truly believe God has some exciting days ahead for our church. 
 
Celebrating 200 Years 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for Sunday, August 23 as we celebrate 200 years of Perry Methodist Church. 

Our planning team is already hard at work, and I hope every member of our church family will be here. We’ll celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, remember those who came before us, and thank Him for allowing us to write the next chapter together. 
 
Pray First 

One of the biggest things you can do right now is pray.  Pray for our Music Search Committee as they seek the person—or 
perhaps persons—God is calling to lead worship at Perry Methodist. We’ve received applications from across Middle Geor-
gia, around the state, and from other parts of the country. God already knows who He’s calling. Our job is simply to listen. 

Pray for our children, who are heading to camp after an incredible Vacation Bible School. 
Pray for our students, who experienced an amazing week at Perry Youth Camp at Dooly Campground. 
Pray for our Missions and Outreach Team, our Bible studies, our volunteers, and every person who walks through our 
doors. 

Here’s the question: Are you praying as much as you’re planning?  The Holy Spirit accomplishes far more than any  
committee ever could. 

 
Congratulations, Rob!   

One more celebration is coming in July.  Rob Ray will be ordained at the South Georgia Annual Conference at Epworth by 
the Sea. Please pray for Rob, Anna, little Robbie, and their growing family as they begin this new chapter.  Watching God 
call and prepare Rob for ministry has been one of the great joys of my time here. Perry Methodist has had a front-row seat 
to what God is doing in his life, and I can’t wait to see what comes next. 

Eyes on Jesus 

There’s a lot happening at Perry Methodist right now, and that’s a wonderful thing.  But let’s never confuse activity with 
faithfulness. Our mission hasn’t changed. 

Love God.  Love people.  Make disciples.  If we keep our eyes on Jesus, everything else has a way of falling into place. 

Grace and Peace, 
Tom 



MUSIC MINISTRY 
Director of Music/Organist: Dr. Jane Kimbrel   

Collaborative Pianist: Dr. Carol Goff      
Music Assistant: Tammara Shipes 

janekimbrel@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852 

 
 
 

 

Thee Lord’s Table: We have 
our next Thee Lord’s Table 
meal on Friday, July 10th at 
Memorial Heights Baptist 
Church. We will provide a 
meal for anyone who shows 

up hungry! If you are interested in helping with this 
ministry, please email Katie at 
katie.pumc@gmail.com. 

 
School Supply Drive: We are 
collecting school supplies and 
bookbags during the month of 
July for foster families and 
families in need that we know 

through our assistance program. All school supplies 
and bookbags can be dropped off in the church 
office. Thank you for supporting this cause!   

 
Clothing Drive: We will also be 
collecting socks, underwear, 
and bras for school-aged 
children for WROC’s (Women 
Reaching Our Community) 
clothing closet. Many children 

and teens in our community are going without these 
necessities. Please help us clothe those in need!  
 
No Missions meeting this month!  
 
The Hospice Casserole helper for July is the 
Redeemers Sunday School Class.    

MISSION MINISTRY 
Mission Coordinator:  Katie Cawthon 

           katie.pumc@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852  
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Rob Ray                                               Assistant Pastor 
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Kelley Sorrow                                  Financial Secretary 
Mike Klug                             Building Superintendent 
Alice Releford                                                Custodian 
Joyce Cook                                           Nursery Worker 
Abigail Durham                                     Nursery Worker 
Lacy Murphy                                         Nursery Worker 
Lesley Matthews                      Nursery Worker 
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Thank you for your support of 
our church ministries. You may 
make your gifts by several 
means: 
 
    Perry Methodist Website 
   perrymethodist.com/give 
Click the “Make a donation”  
button and follow the prompts. 
 

Online Giving  
Text "PERRYMC" to 73256  

or and follow the prompts. 
 

Postal Mail  
PO Box 73, Perry 31069 

    PRAY FOR OUR  
          TROOPS 
 
Brandi Warren, United 
States Navy, 
granddaughter of Bill 
Warren 
Lt. Col. Phillip Ferris, son 
of Mark and Gloria Ferris 
CPL Connor Hill, USMC, 
grandson of Linda 

Loewen and the late Arthur Loewen 
Lt. Col. William R. Wright, grandson of Elaine 
Wright 
Staff Sergeant Brooks Warren, United States 
Air Force, grandson of Bill Warren 
SFC Christopher Lanning, United States Army, 
son of Richard and Trisha Lanning 
Sergeant First Class Derek M. Livingston, 
United States Army, Grandson of Liz 
Fauconniere 
CPT Harrison Booth, United States Airforce son 
of Bill and Dawn Booth    
Brian Sikes, United States Navy, nephew of 
Mike and Lisa Klug 
 
Please help us keep this list updated by 
calling the church office.   

 WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday  
9 a.m. - Morning Worship  
10 a.m. - Sunday School 
11 a.m. - Morning Worship  
 
Monday 
10:30 a.m. - Staff Meeting  
 
Tuesday 
7 a.m. - Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 
Wednesday   
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
 
Thursday 
1 p.m. - Walking in the FLC  
5:30 p.m. - Youth Bible Study in the 
Youth Center - meets July 9, 16, 23 
6:30 p.m. - Young Adult Bible Study in 
the Sanctuary - meets July 9, 16, 23 

                      SPECIAL EVENTS 
July 3 - Church Office Closed 
June 6 - 10 - Children’s Camp 
July 7 - Youth Mission Day “Open Gym 
Community Day” 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.  
July 8 - Breakfast Across Borders in the 
Fellowship Hall - 8 a.m.  
July 14 - JOY Choir “America’s 250 
years” BBQ at 11 a.m. in the Fel Hall 
July 15 - Cookbook Submissions Due 
July 15 - Prime Time Macon Bacon  
Game 
July 21 - Youth Harrington Day  
July 22 - Children’s Summer Study at 
10:30 a.m. in the Fel Hall 
July 22 - Blood Drive in the FLC from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  
July 24 - Youth Lock In in the Youth 
Center 7 p.m. - 7 a.m.  
July 27– Children’s Summer Study at 
10:30 a.m. in the Fel Hall 
July 27 - Trustees Meeting in the Office 
Conference Room at 6 p.m.  
July 29 - 5th Grade Day 

Finance  
Report  

Month to Date 

June  
2026 

Receipts  
Month to Date 

119,655.00 

Disbursements  
Month to Date 

43,435.08 

Building  
Fund 

June 
2026 

Total  Received 
Year to Date  

             35,975.00 

Building Loan  
Balance 

836,140.69 

Average Attendance 
As of June 2026 

Morning Worship 351 

Finance  
Report  

Year to Date 

June 
2026 

Receipts  
Year to Date 

891,636.75 

Disbursements  
Year to Date 

638,081.38 

Difference 253,555.37  
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