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The Messenger 
cisions 

blast.  

Fresh Beginnings for Increasing Faith 
 

My first draft of this article spent three-quarters of the page describing in general terms what we just experienced in 2020. 
The article was a realistic look at what it has been like to live day-to-day with the heaviness of the pandemic and included 
an analysis of some of the lingering consequences of the strains and stressors that have reshaped our lives. Then two 
things dawned on me. First, we all lived it—and didn’t need a replay of the last nine months. Second, the article took too 
long to get to something we can do to make things better for ourselves, our church and our community. 
 

So, here is draft two. This article begins with some questions intended to help us name one of the unfortunate  
consequences of the disjointed life we have lived since COVID-19 intruded upon our world—and our lives. Unfortunately, 
over 9 months of disruption has taken its toll on so much we hold dear. If we are brutally honest, many would say our  
relationship with God has been stunted. How would you assess your life with God? 

Do you feel closer to God today than a year ago?  
Are you living victoriously through FAITH OVER FEAR?  
Do you have a daily personal time with God?  
Are you reading and studying the scriptures personally and with a group of other followers?  
Have you let the habit of neglecting to prioritize being with God’s people in study and worship (whether in person or 

online) cause your soul to feel disconnected?  
Have you made risk-taking decisions that require your trusting God more? 

Do you fully trust in Christ as demonstrated in your intentional financial support of God’s mission? 

Are you finding ways to be Christ’s representative in the community by caring for our neighbors in need?  
 

While so much of our attention is diverted to the ever-present COVID-19 concerns, there is nothing more important than 
our relationship with God in Jesus Christ. We should not put off investing in our relationship with God until a time when we 
can fully re-enter the post-pandemic “good old days.”  

  
To assist in this priority, God has led me to focus on two major spiritual priorities as we begin 
2021. 
 

First, I will preach a series of messages in January under the theme of “Increase Our Faith.”   
We will explore five spiritual building blocks that lead to deeper faith and a more intimate  
relationship with Christ.  Spending time in God’s Word around these themes will make a  
difference in your life. 
 

Second, I am calling you to join me in a six-week journey called “One Thing,” where we read and 
study together the New Testament letter of I John. “One Thing” will begin on Sunday, January 3. A 
schedule of readings will be published for us all to follow. We will read the letter slowly and  
repeatedly. We will explore the letter thematically. My plan is to do brief video clips on Mondays and  
Fridays to encourage us all to focus on the One Thing. I will teach an in-person Bible study  
beginning on Wednesday, January 6, at 1:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This study will conclude on 
Wednesday, February 10. Each session will be recorded and uploaded to our church website by 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. so others may engage the study when it fits their schedule. I encourage you 
to read the weekly E-blast and our Facebook page for timely details. Look for the “One Thing” logo 
as a way to be drawn to details for each study.  
 

Also, I urge you to think about other spiritual habits that have atrophied over the last nine months. While we want everyone 
to maintain safe, healthy practices as we are still approximately 4-6 months away from the vaccination availability reaching 
enough of the masses for some old familiar patterns of wide-open engagement—we do want to do what we can to  
increase our faith. 



MISSION MINISTRY 
Mission Coordinator:  Katie Cawthon 

       katie.pumc@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852 ext 104 

 
Family Promise 

Host Week: Our 
next Family 
Promise host week 
is January 24-31. 
The guests will 

continue to stay in a transitional house in Warner Robins, 
instead of moving churches each week (due to Covid). 
We will be responsible for 5 meals during the week. 
Please email Katie at katie.pumc@gmail.com if you are 
interested in helping fulfill this need!  
 

Honduras Update: We 
have raised over $5600 to 
help provide food to those 
in need in Subirana, 
Honduras. We heard from 
Pastora that everyone in 
Subirana is safe, and the 
main road into the town is 
being repaired. Praise the 
Lord! However, there is still 
so much work to be done. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support!  
 

We also have planned a mission trip to Subirana for May 
16-23, 2021. This could always change, as we have 
learned over the past year. If you are interested in joining 
us and would like more information, please email Katie at 
katie.pumc@gmail.com. Subirana needs our help and 
prayers now more than ever!  
 

Casseroles for Hospice: 

We are continuing to collect 
casseroles for Heart of 
Georgia Hospice. We are 
currently the only church 
providing them with 
casseroles, and they are in 
need!  
 

You can purchase or make 
a casserole, drop it off at 

the church, and we’ll take it from there!   If you make a 
casserole, please place a label on the top with the 
ingredients and cooking instructions.  You can print this 
label off of our website at www.perryumc.org/ministries/
missions or you can pick one up in the church office.  
Please help support this worthy cause!  

Hospice Casserole Helper for January is the 

Contemporary Christians Sunday School class.   

MUSIC MINISTRY 
                     Director of Music: Jane Kimbrel     
       janekimbrel@gmail.com    (478) 987-1852 x111 

 

 

 

Thanks to our musicians for their participation in the  
Advent and Christmas services. We have been blessed 
by the singers, ringers and instrumentalists who have  
provided music during this special season.  
 

Due to COVID-19, musical offerings in 2020 have  
primarily consisted of smaller groups and ensembles  
rather than of large choirs and orchestras. Even without a 
regular rehearsal schedule, each participant has worked 
diligently to practice, be prepared, and offer their best.  
 

We all eagerly anticipate the new year ahead, and  
continue to look forward to the time when we can resume 
a normal schedule of rehearsing and leading worship. 
 

New Year Blessings, 
Jane 

PRIME TIME 
Associate Pastor: Rev. Tommy Perkins 

tommy.pumc@gmail.com   cell: (615) 691.3171 

 

 

Please join us for a special online edition of  
"Jokes You'll Love" on Thursday, January 7, 2021  

at noon at www.perryumc.org/ministries/older-adults    



  

 

 

                             

                
    
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Youth Pastor:   
Nichole Lawson       
nhslawson@gmail.com          
(478) 230-2237  
www.perryumc.org/
ministries/youth 

 

Follow us on Instagram 
@perryumcyouth   
 

Follow us on Facebook 
@perryyouth   
 

Follow us on Snapchat  
@perryumcyouth   
 

Follow us on Tik Tok     
@pumcyouth 

Happy New Year!   

 Wednesday Night Youth 
Resumes January 20 

 
Join us at 7 p.m. in the Youth Center.  

(The doors open at 6:30 p.m.  
for games and fellowship).    

Mask are required. 

 

January Happenings in the Perry UMC Children’s Department! 
***One room Sunday School continues in the Back Porch studying  

The Foundations of Faith!*** 
 

New Years Resolutions...Back to the Gym after holiday eating…
starting new on New Years Day...We have an even better idea! 

Kick off 2021 with a 21 day spiritual 
fitness challenge! We invite the kids to accept the 
challenge of reading one chapter in the Bible each day and  
praying each day to kick off the New Year!  

Kits available to pick up at the church to follow along.  
Prizes will be awarded to the kids who accomplish the challenge!  

Form a new habit in the new year and get spiritually fit! 

    Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987Children’s Pastor: Krissy Walker / kcpteach@yahoo.com         (478) 987----1852 1852 1852 1852     
www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department www.perryumc.org / Facebook: PUMC Children’s Department     

 

Confirmation 2021 
 
Our Confirmation  
classes for 2021 begin 
on Sunday, January 31 
at 10 a.m. in the Youth  
Center.   
 
These classes are for all 
6th grade students.  A 
parent letter will go out 
in January with more  
information.   

Sunday School  
 
We are starting a new curriculum in  
Sunday School!   
 
We will be taking a year journey with Live 
curriculum’s “Simple Truth”.    

In Person  
Prayer Breakfast  
starts back 

On January 27, 2021!   
 

More info to come soon! 
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Finance  
Report  

Month to Date 

As of  
Dec. 28, 2020 

Receipts  
Month to Date 

91,892.00 

Disbursements  
Month to Date 

95,701.56 

Finance  
Report  

Year To Date 

As of  
Dec. 28, 2020 

Anticipated  
Budget Income 

1,299,807.00 

Receipts  
Year to Date 

1,241,554.62 

Disbursements  
Year to Date 

1,156,638.53 

P.O. Box 73                             1002 Carroll St.                       Phone:  478-987-1852                 www.perryumc.org 

Perry, GA 31069                      Perry, GA 31069                     Fax:      478-988-1428                 perryumcga@gmail.com 

 Church Staff and Our Methodist Connec�on 

Dr. Brad Brady                                                         Senior Pastor 

Rev. Tommy Perkins   Associate Pastor of Congrega�on Care  

Krissy Walker                                                     Children’s Pastor  

Chris�e Rooks                              Chris�an Educa�on Assistant 

Ka�e Cawthon                                            Mission Coordinator 

Nichole Lawson                                                        Youth Pastor  

Dr. Jane Kimbrel           Director of Music Ministries/Organist 

Dicky Gilbert                                                              Audio Visual 

Rob Tavalero                                        Building Superintendent  

Alice Releford                                                                Custodian 

Karen Armstrong                                           Financial Secretary 

Emilee Sheffield                                                   Office Manager 

Joyce Cook                                                           Nursery Worker 

Madison Kitchens                                               Nursery Worker 

Anna Hays                                                            Nursery Worker 

Lacy Murphy                                                        Nursery Worker 

 

Bishop Lawson Bryan                                        Resident Bishop 

Rev. H. Craig Hu2o                               District Superintendent 

Building  
Fund 

As of  
Dec. 28, 2020 

Total Pledged 1,900,119.99 

Total  
Received 

1,987,898.26 

Expenses are being incurred as we 
continue the construction phase. 

Electronic Service Requested 

Perry United Methodist Church  
1002 Carroll Street 
Perry, GA 31069 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of 
PUMC’s ministries. You may make your 
gifts by several means: 
 

Text2Give 
Text 478-796-9390, which is dedicated to 
receiving Perry UMC contributions. Enter 
the amount you desire to give in message 
line (example "give 200".)  Follow 
prompts to confirm gift and enter 
bank information. Future texts will only 
require you to enter the amount and  
confirm the gift. 

 
Postal Mail  

PO Box 73, Perry 31069 

 
Automatic Bill Pay from  

Online Banking 

Set up a one time or recurring  
transaction on "bill pay" on checking  
account.  Please indicate in notes any  
instructions about how you want the gift  
directed. 

Average Attendance for  
December 2020 

Online  782 

In Person  196 

PRAY FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

Alex Powell, United States 

National Guard, 

granddaughter of Corky and         
Suzanne Powell 

Brandi Warren, United States Navy, 
granddaughter of Bill and Mary Warren. 
Captain Matt McNeal, nephew of Susan Pierce. 
Jacob Wesley Powell, United States Marines, 
grandson of Corky and Suzanne Powell. 
Major Phillip Ferris, son of Mark and Gloria 
Ferris 
Major William R. Wright, grandson of Elaine 
Wright.  
Private First Class Thomas Blake Moore, 

United States Marines, grandson of Nellwin 
and James Moore.   
Seaman Walter Hartley, United States Navy, 
nephew of Dot Price. 
Staff Sergeant Brooks Warren, United States 

Air Force, grandson of Bill and Mary Warren. 
Staff Sergeant Christopher Lanning, United 
States Army, son of Richard and Trisha 
Lanning. 
Staff Sergeant Derek M. Livingston, United 
States Army, Grandson of Liz Fauconniere. 
 

Please help us keep this list updated by 

calling the church office.   Volunteers Needed 
 

We are anticipating the arrival of new  
furniture (tables and chairs) for the new 
Family Life Center in late-January. (The 
exact shipping date is unknown at this 
point.) We need to have a half-dozen  
volunteers who would be willing to help 
unpack the furniture and move everything 
into the multi-purpose room storage  
areas, and to dispose of the packaging             
materials. 
 

If you are willing to be among this group of volunteers, please call or 
email Dawn Booth at 757-371-1085 or dawn.bill.booth@gmail.com so 
she can reach out to you once a delivery date is established. 
 

It would be helpful is someone had a trailer that they could bring to 
haul off the considerable amount of cardboard to the recycle center as 
part of the unpacking process. 


