
 

 

August 1, 2021 

Making God Laugh 
 

"If you want to make God laugh, tell him your plans." Hearing that always 
makes me smile, and I usually need a gentle reminder that I'm not in charge. 
As the Psalmist says, "The Lord knows all human plans; he knows that they 
are futile."  We make our plans, but then life keeps happening. Plans must 
always be adjusted or thrown out entirely. But does this mean we just give up 
planning altogether? No way. Planning is indispensable. As we grow in our 
walk with Christ, we must learn the subtle art of dreaming, praying, and acting 
in ways we think God is leading, while always holding loosely to whatever the 
outcomes may be. If you hold the reins too tightly, the horse will tend to buck. 
If you grip the steering wheel too tightly, you may end up with white knuck-
les... and a much less enjoyable ride! 
 

The past few weeks have not gone according to our plans! We were hoping 
the pandemic was fading, but now it is surging again. Our youth mission team 
had worked and planned for many months to travel to Colorado, but then a 
positive COVID-19 test meant that trip would have to be postponed. 
 

Several families we love have also been thrown some life curveballs that 
have totally upended their worlds. We are all praying for Tyler and Avoly 
Wainwright as they love and care for their son Haines, who is battling  
unexplained seizures. On Sunday at church, several of our members felt in 
their spirits that we needed to have a prayer vigil for Haines. So, the next day, 
an inspiring crowd of hopeful prayer warriors gathered outdoors on the lawn 
to seek God and to pray for Haines. None of this was planned, and yet  
because some of our faithful were listening to the gentle tug of the Spirit, and 
because they said yes, a gathering happened that was not on our radar even 
48 hours earlier. 
 

I have no idea why this is, why some things we plan don't end up happening, 
and some things we aren't planning do. And the longer I seek to follow Jesus, 
the more I am aware of just how much I don't know. But I do know this: God 
works most powerfully in my life when I intentionally seek Him. Plans are  
useless, but planning is essential. If you don't plan now to grow in your  
relationship with God, guess what? You probably won't. We are all impacted 
by how we choose to invest our time, how we plan to seek God each day and 
each week. I have absolutely no idea what God has in store for us this year, 
or even this month. But I know that if we seek God, he will use us in some 
beautiful ways, some of which are planned, and some not. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Tom 



 

 

Service of Worship and Praise to God 
Communion Sunday 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost                                 Liturgical Color: White 
August 1, 2021                                                   9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

The Gathering and Announcements                              Rev. Tom Carruth  
          Please register your attendance on the pads found in each pew. 

Prelude                            Jesus, Lover of My Soul    arr. Robert J. Powell 
                       Chuck Herron and Tammy Urbansky, trumpets 

The Invocation                                                                        
         
*The Hymn of Praise                    127  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 

The Pastoral Prayer                                                  Rev. Tommy Perkins      
 

*Hymn of Preparation                      599       Break Thou the Bread of Life 

 

The Offertory Prayer                                                                      

The Offertory Anthem    Joined Together As One Body         James Biery                                            
                                   The Sanctuary Choir with trumpets 

*The Doxology                                  94             LASST UNS ERFREUEN
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
     Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
     Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

The Scripture Lesson              John 6:24-35                            

The Sermon                        What Must We Do?                    Rev. Carruth  
 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table                               
   
The Confession of Sin                                                                   page 12 

 

The Words of Pardon                                                                    page 12 

A pre-school nursery is provided for children 6 weeks to 4 years old.   
Children’s Church is provided at 11 a.m. for children 4 years of age through 
their completing first grade.  An usher will be happy to assist you in finding 
these locations in the Education building.   



 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                             page 13  
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
 on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.      
     Amen.   

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 

 

The Music During the Ministration of Communion     
                   
                                My Song Is Love Unknown  arr. Robert J. Powell 
                                          trumpets and organ 

                                                                                                             
*The Hymn of Commitment          399           Take My Life and Let it Be 

*The Sending Forth with Blessing                                       
 

*The Postlude                  Air from Water Music                 Handel/Seipp   
                                         trumpets and organ 

*Stand as able   
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             Weekly Schedule   
 
Monday, August 2 

10 a.m. - Staff Meeting in the FLC 

6:30 p.m. - Centerstage for Christ in 
the FLC 

 

Tuesday, August 3  
7 a.m. - Men's Prayer Breakfast 
11 a.m. - JOY Choir sings at the Perry 
Senior Center (buses depart at 10:45 
a.m.) 
 

Wednesday, August 4 

6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  

Our love and sympathy are given to the follow church family members who 
have experience loss in the recent days.  Please surround them with your  
prayers.   
 

• Gary Bishop upon the death of his mother, Evelyn Bishop on Friday, July 
23.  Her funeral was on Monday, July 26 in Cairo, GA.  Please also  
remember Julie Moore, Jeanna Smallwood, Lanier Moore and their  
families as they grieve the loss of their grandmother and great  
grandmother.   

 

• Jeanie Cassell upon the death of her brother, Jim King on Saturday, July 
24.  His funeral was on Wednesday, July 28 in Perry.   

JOY Choir  
Tuesday,  
August 3 

 

JOY Choir will sing 
at the Perry Senior 
Citizens Resource 

Center (1060 Keith Drive, Perry) at 
11:00 am. on Tuesday August 3.   
 

You may meet there or meet at the 
church and ride the bus.  The bus will 
depart at 10:45 a.m. Lunch will follow 
at Georgia Bob's. 

Compassion International Weekend  
 

We are so excited to host a Compassion International 
weekend at PUMC, August 13-15! Join us for the  
Compassion Journey experience in our Family Life / 
Center.   It takes approximately 10-20 minutes to walk 
through the whole experience.  

 

Friday, August 13, 2-7pm 

Saturday, August 14, 10am-4pm 

Sunday, August 15, 10am-2pm 

 

Make sure to join us on Sunday, August 15 as well for our Compassion Sunday 
services at 9 and 11am. We will learn more about Compassion International 
and hear testimonies of how this organization is changing lives around the 
world. This will be an eye-opening weekend for the whole family! You won't 
want to miss it! 
 

For complete information, go to perryumc.org/compassion-journey-weekend 

The rosebud by the altar is in honor of Harrison Michael Kimbrel, who was born 
on July 27, 2021. Harrison is the son of Paige and Robert Kimbrel of Marietta, 
brother of Eva Kimbrel, and grandson of Rev. Billy and Dr. Jane Kimbrel.  


