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1 John Bible Study 

 
Session 3:  January 20, 2021 

 
“A Kiddie Pool Review of a Major Controversy” 

 
 
 

Our Simplified View (Assumptions) of Early Christianity 
 

• Unified in the beginning in beliefs and practices 
• Fragmenting (splitting) as the church became older. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

A More Realistic View of the Development of Early Christianity 
 

• Diverse teachings and practices from the beginning. Somewhat different 
everyplace it took root. 

• Non-linear, but somewhat splintered from the beginning with each “leader” 
tweaking some aspect of what was known as the core Christian faith. 
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Diverse Thoughts and Teachings 
 

Contributing Factors? 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Heresies of the 1 John period 
(A belief or opinion contrary to orthodox, traditionally accepted, Christian doctrine.) 

 
Gnosticism (remember, we are in the kiddie pool level of explanation.) 
 
1.  The spirit is good.   “Matter” is evil. 
 
2.  God is good    The human body is evil. 
 
3.  Salvation is an escape from the body. It is not achieved by faith in Jesus, but by a 
special kind of knowledge “gnosis.” 
 
4. Gnostics denied Christ’s true identity in two ways: 
 A. Some said that Christ “only seemed” to have a body. (Docetism) 
 B. The Divine Christ joined a man named Jesus at baptism and left him before he 
died. (Cerinthus) 
 
** John is seeking to expose this false teaching and to assure believers of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
First Council of Nicaea (May 325 AD) 
 Convened by Constantine to resolve the controversy of Arianism, a doctrine that held that 
Christ was not divine but was a created being. 
 
Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven, 
     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
     and became truly human. 
     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again 
     in accordance with the Scriptures; 
     he ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory 
     to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
     is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
     for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*universal 

Now, let’s look at today’s passages with this background. 
 

I John 2: 18-22 
 
 
 
 I John 4:1-6 
 
 
 
 I John 4: 9-10 


