Weekly
Schedule
Thursday, September 13
5 p.m. - Summer Bible Study in
the Pathfinders Sunday
School Classroom
7 p.m. - CenterStage
Rehearsal
Sunday, September 16
9 a.m. - Morning Worship
10 a.m. - Sunday School
11 a.m. - Morning Worship

Weekly E-blast
September 13, 2018

Monday, September 17
12 p.m. - Moms Bible Study
meet in the Back Porch
1 p.m. - Handbell Quartet
Rehearsal
6:30 p.m. - UMM in the
Fellow ship Hall
7 p.m. - CenterStage
Rehearsal
7 p.m. - Sanctuary Bells
Rehearsal
Tuesday, September 18
11 a.m. - JOY Choir Rehearsal
7 p.m. - CenterStage
Rehearsal
Wednesday, September 19
7 a.m.- Youth Prayer
Breakfast in the Youth Center
4 p.m. - Tree House Trades
6:30 p.m. - Youth Bible Study
in the Youth Center
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir
Rehearsal
Thursday, September 20
5 p.m. - Summer Bible Study in
the Pathfinders Sunday
School Classroom
7 p.m. - CenterStage
Rehearsal

To "follow" is a concept with various meanings.
When we follow someone on social media there are no
strings attached. We can check their content or neglect
what they post indefinitely. One can be virtually
unconnected but still be a "follower."
We follow a sports team with differing levels of
engagement. Some are fanatical fans. They attend,
support and cheer rain or shine. Others may be fickle
fans who only follow when its convenient. They "support"
the team saying, "I'm behind you all the way." (And, we
know what that really means.)
Some of us have a mentor whom we follow. We
resonate with and embrace their teachings and
viewpoints and seek to emulate their best practices in
our own lives and in doing our craft.
The question before us this week is, "What does it mean
to follow Jesus."
Unfortunately, there are folk who treat following Jesus
like a Facebook friend. They want to have contact and

connection. They want access to the lives of their friend,
but they want it on their terms and at their convenience.
Often there is no reciprocity in the relationship.
Some days, it would be an improvement in our level of
commitment to Christ if we followed like a devoted fan.
Imagine if we prioritized Jesus like we rank our favorite
team? Even still, Jesus has a lot more in mind when he
invites us to follow him!
Here are a few questions to ponder as we prepare for
worship:
What does it mean for you to follow Jesus?
In what ways have you heard Jesus inviting you to
follow him?
What does following Jesus look like in your life?
What challenges and benefits have you found in
following Jesus?
This week, we will explore the ways Jesus continually
invites us to follow him. We will break it down into the
several degrees and stages of following Jesus as
demonstrated in scripture and verified by our own
spiritual journeys.
Jesus invites us to come and follow!

Praying for our Neighbors
We lift up our neighbors in prayer as the Carolinas brace
for Hurricane Florence's impact.
Already, the United Methodist Disaster Response
organizations (nationally and in all potentially impacted
Annual Conferences) are preparing for the aftermath.
Supplies are being pre-positioned so a smooth
response will unfold.

UMCOR will be on the ground from the beginning of the
storm until every family is restored. Early Response
Teams will help with immediate clean up. Long-term
recovery caseworkers and rebuilding volunteers will stay
close to families who are displaced by the hurricane.
We will watch for ways to be most helpful and let you
know what we as a church can do.

IN THE MEANTIME

There are other storms forming in the Atlantic right
behind Florence. Now is a good time to make sure you
have some supplies for the somewhat predictable
occasions when the winds we will cause our power to go
out.
Why not think about neighbors in our community who
might need some extra attention should we be without
power for a couple of days--like we experienced last
year.
Also, you might to reach out to family or friends along the
Georgia or Florida coasts who may need to evacuate
during this hurricane season. There are many ways to
be a good neighbor.

CenterStage for Christ
Opening Curtain is just days away!
Show dates are
September 27-October 2.
(There will not be a Sunday matinee!)
Tickets are $7 in advance and
are available NOW at the church office.
Tickets will be sold
between services on Sunday.
Proceeds will benefit
Family Promise of Houston County.
Don't miss out!

Monthly Dinner Meeting
September 17
Fellowship Hall

Gathering at 6 p.m.
Supper at 6:30 p.m.
Menu will be
Grilled Dove and Sides
Guest Speaker will be
Rev. David Grantham.
No Reservations are required.

Waiting in Hope
The Waiting in Hope group is getting ready to start their
fall session.
The Waiting in Hope group is a local chapter of the
national organization and designed to provide support

for those facing infertility, child loss, adoption and more.
For more information, please contact Krissy at 478-9871852 ext 112 or email her here.

What a blessing!

We were tremendously blessed to have guest musicians
offering special music last Sunday. Stephanie Ball and
Tom Sitzler are pictured with Dr. Jane Kimbrel.
Stephanie's parents, Gene and Carolyn Ball, moved to
Perry several months ago and have been faithfully
attending our 11 a.m. worship service. Stephanie sang
a beautiful arrangement of "Take My Life and Let it Be."
Tom, her husband, played the prelude and accompanied
Stephanie on the piano.
Both Stephanie and Tom are accomplished opera
singers preforming in numerous venues. They also
teach private lessons in the Philadelphia area.
We are delighted they will be visiting Gene and Carolyn
Ball from time to time. We look forward to seeing and
hearing them again.

Did I say "genuine hospitality?"

Last Sunday morning's sermon emphasized how we are
partners with God in extending gracious hospitality to

those whom God sends our way.
Our pre-K and Kindergarten Sunday School class made
personalized cards to welcome Perry Police Officer
Chris Davis, our campus security officer, last Sunday.
What a wonderful witness to the love of God!!

UPCOMING MEETING DATES
September 25, 2018
Nominations Committee
6 p.m.
Conference Room in the Administrative Building

Perry United Methodist Church--Perry , Georgia
Pastor Brad Brady / 1 002 Carroll Street / Perry , Georgia 31 069

