
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What the Dirt Taught Me This Week 
 

I’ve spent a good bit of time in the 
yard this week—pulling weeds, cut-
ting back overgrown plants, digging 
into soil that looked like nothing but 
a mess. And as I worked, I listened to 
Rich Mullins—especially his song 
What Susan Said. One line stayed 
with me: “How love is found in the 
things we’ve given up more than in 
the things that we have kept…” 
 
Because if you’ve ever worked in the 
dirt, you know—it’s full of both death 
and life. You smell it when you dig. 

Things that have died… becoming the soil for something new. And 
sure enough, under all that overgrowth, I started to see it—new 
shoots. Small, easy to miss, but unmistakably alive. 
 
This time of year can feel like that. After a big Sunday, things quiet 
down. Schedules fill up, people travel, life feels a little scattered. 
Sometimes it even feels like what Ezekiel names: “Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost…” Or like Mullins puts it, “If your 
home is just another place where you’re a stranger, and far away 
is just somewhere you’ve never been…” That ache is real. 
 
But here’s the good news: the miracle of resurrection doesn’t wait 
for Easter. God is already at work—right in the middle of what feels 
worn out or uncertain—bringing new life. Even now, God is  
breathing life into dry places. Even now, new shoots are pushing 
up through the soil. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tom 
 



 

 

     Worship and Praise Gathering  
Fifth Sunday in Lent                                          Liturgical Color: Purple 
March 22, 2026                                             9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
   
Welcome & Opening Prayer                                                  Rob Ray  
      Please register your attendance on the pads found in each pew. 
 
Prelude                      Down to the River to Pray    arr. Ken Medema 
                                                    piano                     
 
Hymn                                           261                       Lord of the Dance 
 
*Affirmation of Faith                   881                    The Apostles’ Creed 
 
*Gloria Patri                                  70                 Glory Be to the Father 
 
Pastoral Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer                                         
                                                                                                                             
*Hymn                                         314                               In the Garden            

Offering                  Feel free to give as you feel led                    
 
Offertory Music    Wondrous Love, Wondrous Cross      
                                     from The Weeping Tree      arr. Joseph Martin 
                                             The Sanctuary Choir 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, o my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss, 
To bear the heavy cross for my soul. 

When I survey the wondrous cross, 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, o my soul! 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss, 
To bear the heavy cross for my soul. 

Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
Kyrie Eielson (Lord have mercy) 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 



 

 

*Doxology                                     94                    LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
     Praise God, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
     Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
     Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
     Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
   
Scripture                                  Ezekiel 37:1-14                       
   
Sermon                                  Not Too Far Gone                                
 
*Hymn                                       420     Breathe on Me, Breath of God                           
 
*Closing Blessing 
  
*Postlude                       O Lamb of God Most Holy           Robert Lau 
                                                         organ                          
 
*Stand as you are able 
 
Acolyte - Sadie Brooke Grahl    11:00 
Crucifer - Lila Beth Grahl    11:00  
 
A pre-school nursery is provided for children 6 weeks to 4 years 
old.  Children’s Church is provided at 11 a.m. for children 4 years 
of age through their completing first grade.  An usher will be  
happy to assist you in finding these locations in the Education 
building.   

Contact Us:       P.O. Box 73, 1002 Carroll Street, Perry, GA 31069 
                           Phone:  478-987-1852     Email:  church@perrymethodist.com 
                           Website:  www.perrymethodist.com 

Perry Methodist Church Staff:  

Rev. Tom Carruth, Senior Pastor Rob Ray, Assistant Pastor  

Krissy Walker, Children’s Pastor Christie Rooks, Education Assistant 

Nichole Lawson, Youth Pastor Caroline Arnold, Youth Assistant 

Katie Cawthon, Missions Coordinator Dr. Jane Kimbrel,  Director of Music Ministries 

Mike Klug, Building Superintendent Dr. Carol Goff, Collaborative Pianist 

Kelley Sorrow, Financial Secretary Tammara Shipes, Music Assistant 

Emilee Sheffield, Office Manager Alice Releford, Custodian 

Dicky Gilbert, Audio   



 

 

 

              Weekly Schedule 
 
Sunday, March 22 - Sunday, March 
29 
Honduras Mission Trip 
 
Monday, March 23 
5 p.m. - Ladies Bible Study in the 
Brad Brady Conference Room  
 
Tuesday, March 24 
7 a.m. - Men’s Prayer Fellowship 
11 a.m. - JOY Choir Rehearsal 
6 p.m. - Diving Deeper Women’s 
Bible Study in the Brad Brady 
Conference Room 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
7 a.m. - Youth Prayer Breakfast in 
the Family Life Center  
6 p.m. - Youth Worship and Bible 
Study in the Youth Center 
6:45 p.m. - Sanctuary Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, March 26 
2 p.m. - Walking in the FLC 
 
Saturday, March 28 
10:30 a.m. - Sanctuary Choir 


