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February 14th, 2015
5:00 pm
Catered Dinner
Tickets $17.50 per person
Purchase your tickets
from
Darla Crowder
Linda Cox
or Office
Come join us for and evening of
fun and fellowship!

February 2015
Church Family,
I recently read an article that had been passed on to me by a good friend.
This article, written by Thom Rainer is actually the results of an unscientific survey he
conducted using social media about why first time guests do not return to church. I find
the results interesting and worth sharing with you.
God bless,
Pastor Tom
TOP 10 REASONS CHURCHES DRIVE AWAY GUESTS
If you attend church regularly, you’ve probably noticed the phenomenon. A guest shows up for a worship
service, but he or she never returns. It is, unfortunately, a common issue in many churches.
I did a Twitter poll to ask these first-time guests why they choose not to return to that particular church. While
some of the responses were anticipated, I admit being a bit surprised with some of them. Though my poll is not
scientific, it is nevertheless fascinating. Here are the top 10 responses in order of frequency.
Having a stand up and greet one another time in the worship service. This response was my greatest
surprise for two reasons. First, I was surprised how much guests are really uncomfortable during this
time. Second, I was really surprised that it was the most frequent response.
Unfriendly church members. This response was anticipated. But the surprise was the number of
respondents who included non-genuine friendliness in their answers. In other words, the guest perceived
some of the church members were faking it.
Unsafe and unclean children’s area. This response generated the greatest emotional reactions. If your
church does not have a high priority to children, don’t expect young families to attend.
No place to get information. If your church does not have a clear and obvious place to get information, you
probably have lowered the chances of a return visit by half. There should also be someone to greet and
assist guests at that information center as well.
Bad church website. Most of the church guests went to the church website before they attended a worship
service. Even if they attended the service after visiting a bad website, they attended with a prejudicial
perspective. The two indispensable items guests want on a website are address and service times. It’s
just that basic.
Poor signage. If you have been attending a church for a few weeks, you forget all about the signage. You
don’t need it any more. But guests do. And they are frustrated when it’s not there.
Insider church language. Most of the respondents were not referring to theological language as much as
language that only members know. My favorite example was: “The WMU will meet in the CLC in the
room where the GAs usually meet.”
Boring or bad service. My surprise was not the presence of this item. The surprise was that it was not
ranked higher.
Members telling guests that they were in their seat or pew. Yes, this obviously still takes place in some
churches.
Dirty facilities. Some of the comments: “Didn’t look like it had been cleaned in a week.” “No trash cans anywhere.” “Restrooms were worse than a bad truck stop.” “Pews had more stains than a Tide
commercial.”
There you have it. The top 10 reasons first-time guests said they did not return.
Thom S. Rainer is the president and CEO of Lifeway Christian Resources (Lifeway.com).

February 1
Regular Schedule
2:00 pm Super Bowl Party (Potluck)
NO AWANA Club
February 2nd
Mobil Home Park Bible Study
February 3rd
WMU Meeting / Deacon’s Meeting
February 4th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise;
February 8th
Regular Schedule ~
Pizza Lunch : Introduction to VBS 2015
AWANA Club
February 9th
Mobil Home Park Bible Study

2/10
2/11
2/11
2/13
2/18
2/21
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/27

John Copeland
Don Beireis
Bill Ferrell
Jeannie Alterman-Brown
Richard Murdock
Chad Crowder
Stephanie Leonguerrero
Melissa (Lisa) Humble
Donna Bronson
Igor Tsygankov
Marie Barnes

For the folks that had birthdays in January, Happy
Belated Birthday. For all those that have February
birthdays, may you have a blessed birthday.
From Ms. Olivia and the Ladies Sunday School

February 14th
Valentine Banquet & Comedy Show
February 15th
Regular Schedule
AWANA Club

Ron & Bert Armstrong 2/1/1958
John & Kathy Sornberger2/10/1968

February 16th
President’s Day ~ Office Closed
February 18th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise; ;
February 20-21
Fellowship Hall in use ~
February 22nd
Regular Schedule
AWANA Club
February 23rd
Mobil Home Park Bible Study
February 25th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise; ; BAC Meeting
February 26th
Fantastic Fellowship Outing ~
Dinner & A Play in Folsom
February 27th
Neighborhood Meals

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary,
Please update the information by calling the office , putting the
information on a “People Card”, or send to :dorothy@fbcrancho.org.
Thank You

From the WMU Director……
Week of prayer for
Annie Armstrong begins March 1st

Neighborhood Meals
February 27th 5:30 pm
Cordova Neighborhood Church
Interested in this ministry?
Contact Karla Wilson 635-4672

JOIN US FOR AWANA

Each Sunday Evening 5-7:00 pm
A program for children
age 5 through grade 6
Uniforms, Fun, Games, Bible Stories, Contests, and
more! Call the church office @ 635-4672

We at First Baptist Church are a loving Christian
fellowship that would enjoy helping you find God’s
purpose for your life, a life filled with His power.
Listed below are some activities provided for
you and your family here at First Baptist church. We
hope you will take advantage of a program, that will
best suit your needs.
Because Jesus is alive today, God’s purpose for
your life is still unchangeable. God has a purpose for
your life that He wants to share with you.
Won’t you come and learn with us what God has in
store for you?
Sunday:
9:00 am Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am Morning Worship
5:00 pm AWANA Club
Wednesday:
6:00 - 7:00 pm Bible Study with Prayer & Praise time

Other ongoing events include:
Fantastic Fellowship
a Seniors ministry with trips and activities
WMU (Women’s Mission Union)
~ supporting various missions

It’s that Hearty month of February, and it’s all about women.
Heart disease is the number one cause of death in American women.
Sixty three percent of those who die had no previous symptoms.
The early signs of heart attacks in women are not recognized
as early as in men. Some diagnostic tests and procedures such as the
exercise stress or the stress EKG might be less accurate in women than
men. The risk factors for heart disease are smoking, diabetes, lack of
regular exercise, high cholesterol, high blood pressure, family history,
obesity or being post-menopausal. Also, not seeing your doctor
regularly, or thinking heart disease is a “man’s disease” can be risk
factors.
Women often seek help later than men for possible heart
attacks. This happens because women may not have the familiar
symptoms of chest pain or arm pain. Those that are common are:
pressure, fullness, squeezing in the center of the chest lasting more than
moments, and pain spreading to the shoulders, neck or arms, also chest
discomfort with lightheadedness, fainting, sweating, nausea, or shortness of breath.
Some others less common that women may experience are
unexplained anxiety, weakness or fatigue, palpitations, cold sweats or
paleness, nausea or dizziness. If you experience these symptoms, call
your doctor, dial 911, or go to your nearest hospital.
To reduce the risks: exercise regularly, eat a healthy low fat
diet, lower high cholesterol , reduce high blood pressure, and take time
for yourself. Relax, lower stress, and enjoy friends.
Carol Ponder, Health Ministry Coordinator
Health Ministry Coordinator
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Dated Material. Please Deliver Promptly.

