
 

First Baptist Church of Rancho Cordova  
10720 Coloma Road, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

(916) 635-4672  fax (916) 635-4677 ~ www.fbcrancho.org 
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January 18, 2016 

Martin Luther King, Jr. day 

 

Office Closed 

 The annual Valentine Banquet is fast approaching.   

It is scheduled for February 13th, 2016. It seems to sneak up on 

us after we are done celebrating the birth of Jesus and spending 

time with our families. You, the church members are what make 

this banquet possible. If you are Interested in showcasing  

your talent or helping in any way  

please contact Darla at 916-247-6147.  

I encourage you to check out Psalm 133:1.  

From All of Us…..To All of You... 
Happy and Blessed New Year 

You are invited to join us for Bible Study 
@ 9:00 am, and worship service @ 10:30 

am each     Sunday morning 



HOW TO RESPOND TO EVIL 
 
The news cycle has been very busy the past few weeks and months, and much of it is not good news.   
 
On November 13, Salah Abdeslam orchestrated the terrorist attacks in France resulting in carnage that killed 130 people 
and wounded hundreds more. Abdeslam brought together three teams of suicide bombers and gunmen largely bound by 
common language, blood ties, childhood friendships, delinquency and alienation. Of the 10 dead attackers and accomplic-
es, three remain unidentified, two more attackers, including Abdeslam, are still on the run.  
 
On November 27, Robert Lewis Dear went on a shooting spree at a Planned Parenthood in Colorado Springs that left three 
deceased and nine wounded.  (Planned Parenthood is a murder factory and should be shut down; however, shooting 
sprees do not advance the Pro-Life agenda.) Dear is a self-proclaimed “warrior for babies” and believes his actions are 

righteous and just. (Unlike the events in France and San Bernardino, Dear acted alone.) 
 
Then on December 2, in San Bernardino, Syed Rizwan Farook and his wife Tashfeen Malik went on a rampage at a social services facility killing 
14 people and wounding 21. Farook and Tashfeen met online and embarked on a whirlwind digital relationship capped by getting married in 2014. 
Their relationship is described as “a meeting of like minds and lonely hearts that formed a bond of hate and bloodlust in the dark recesses of the 
Internet.”  
 
With each of these tragedies come myriads of questions.  The ‘motive question’, the ‘how they did it’ question, the ‘what now’ question, and the list 
of questions go on as investigators comb through the evidence. The surviving victims and the surviving family members ask all these questions and 
more.  And in the wake of such events, the question of justice is raised as it should be. Evil acts require swift justice.   
 
The Apostle Paul teaches us that it is the state that bears the sword.  “For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you want to be 
unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have its approval. 4 For government is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, because it does not carry the sword for no reason. For government is God’s servant, an avenger that brings wrath on the one who does 
wrong” (Romans 13:3–4 HCSB). What else can we glean from Scripture concerning justice?  Let us consider Psalm 58.   
 
Scholars identify Psalm 58 as an imprecatory psalm. Literally, this means the cursing of one’s enemies. In the case of Psalm 58, the curses are 
directed at wicked leaders who judge their people unfairly and “spread violence throughout the land” (58:1-2). 
 
Break off their fangs, O God!  Smash the jaws of these lions, O LORD! Psalm 58:6 
 
Our human nature resonates with the concept of taking an “eye for an eye” as justification for hurting others at least as badly as they had been 
hurt. There is a tension between the idea of love your neighbor and hate your enemy. On the surface this idea appears to fit with what the Psalmist 
is stating in the 58th Psalm.  Is this psalm endorsing violence against our enemies? Should we literally break the teeth of those who perpetrate in-
justice? No, we should not. For one thing, we must pay attention to the expression of Psalm 58. To break the fangs, is a way of taking away power 
to harm. Also, this psalm does not give victims of injustice permission to get revenge. Rather, it entrusts vengeance to the Lord, asking Him to 
break fangs and smash jaws. By asking God to do these things, we relinquish our right to do them ourselves. 
 
 
The vivid articulation of Psalm 58 reminds us just how much God cares about justice. Thus, though the language is quite different, the basic 
theme of Psalm 58 is consistent with God's concern for justice for the powerless. We who belong to the Lord should share His passion for justice, 
especially for those who are victims of evil people.  
 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also addressed this tension by telling us to love and pray for those who persecute us. And again in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, Jesus teaches us that every person in our sphere of influence is our neighbor. Therefore, by definition, Christians are to 
love everyone and hate no one. 
 
How do we as Christians respond to the imprecatory psalms? We who read the Psalms through the lens of Christian faith must not forget what 
Jesus said about turning the other cheek and walking the second mile. We are to be people who love our enemies as ourselves. There may be 
times when our love for our neighbors and our commitment to justice calls for vigorous action, but we must not fill our hearts with hatred and 
vengeance. 
 
God bless, 
Pastor Tom  
 

 

http://www.thehighcalling.org/reflection/break-their-fangs%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
http://www.thehighcalling.org/reflection/justice-powerless


       

Annual Business Meeting 
6:00 pm    January 13, 2016 

6:00 pm 

Nevaeh Brewer  1/2 
Marilyn Thames  1/3 
Katie Gibson  1/5 
Michelle Williams 1/6 
Jamilla Chambers  1/9 
Tammy Beireis  1/18 
Joann Sprankle  1/21 
Chelsea Coleman  1/22 
Matthew Black  1/22 
Linda Shell-Cox  1/24 
Rex Simonds  1/25 
Kylee Crowder  1/26 
Stephanie Brown  1/31 
Lamont Smith  1/31 
 
 

January 1 
Private party in fellowship hall 
 
January 3 
Regular Schedule ~                                                               
NO AWANA 
 
January 4 
Bible Study at  Mobil Country Home Park,   
 
January 5 
WMU & Deacons Meetings 
 
January 6 
Prayer & Praise, Budget Discussion 
 
January 10 
Regular Schedule ~  
AWANA 
 
January 11 
Bible Study at  Mobil Country Home Park,   
 
January 13 
Annual Business Meeting 
 
January 14 
Fantastic Fellowship Party at Joann’s 
 
January 17 
Regular Schedule 
Sanctity of Life Sunday 
AWANA Club 
 
January 18 
Martin Luther King Day ~ Office Closed 
 
January 20 
Prayer & Praise, Begin Winter Bible Study 
 
January 22 
Neighborhood Meals 
 
January 24 
Regular Schedule  ~  Circle of Prayer    
AWANA  
 
January 25 
Bible Study at  Mobil Home Park,  
 
January 27 
Prayer & Praise, Bible Study/  
 
January 31 
Regular Schedule 
AWANA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Les & Joy Rousch 

1/2/1976 

From the WMU Director……JoAnn Sprankle 

 

W.M.U. News & Notes 

 

 For women of  all ages ~ YOU are important to us! 
   

Please call Joann Sprankle for information  

on activities and events. 

 

WMU Banquets;  2015  focused on a CMO Banquet 

And other mission minded events throughout the year 

 

RECAP ~ 2015 MISSIONS GOALS AND OFFERINGS  

2015 Annie Armstrong Goal $800.00   Received $895.  (Easter) 

2015 CMO Our Goal $800.00             Received  $1001.(September)      

2015   Lottie Moon Goal $1200.00        Received  $1010. (December) 

2015  Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes: Goal: 50 shoeboxes        
Filled  41        (November) 

You are invited to be a part of this exciting  ministry,         

there’s something for everyone.    

 

Have we missed your  

birthday or anniversary?  

Please put the                                 

information on the 

“People Card”   

or Call the church office 

with the information. 

 Thank You 



 
The Prayer Corner 
By: Regina Patterson 
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 We at First Baptist Church are a loving Christian  
fellowship that would enjoy helping you find God’s purpose for 
your life, a life filled with His power. Listed below are some 
activities provided for you and your family here at First Baptist 
church. We hope you will take advantage of a program,  
or programs that best suit your needs. 
 Because Jesus is alive today, God’s purpose for your 
life is still unchangeable. God has a purpose for your life that He 
wants to share with you. 
 Won’t you come and learn with us what God has in 
store for you? 
 

Sunday: 
9:00 am   Sunday School for all ages 

10:30 am   Morning Worship 
5:00 pm AWANA Club  

 
Wednesday: 

 
6:00 - 7:00 pm  Bible Study with Prayer & Praise time 

 
Other events include: 

 
Fantastic Fellowship a Seniors ministry with  

trips and activities 
WMU (Women’s Mission Union) ~  

supporting various missions 

 
 

  

 

 

In The Morning 
 

I met God in the morning, 
When my day was at its best 

And His presence came like sunrise 
Like a glory in my breast. 

 
All day long the Presence lingered. 

All day long He stayed with me. 
And we sailed with perfect calmness 

O’er a very troubled sea. 
 

Other ships were blown and battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed. 

But the winds that seemed to drive them 
Brought us to a peace and rest. 

 
Then I thought of other mornings 

With a keen remorse of mind, 
When I, too, had loosed the moorings 

With the Presence left behind. 
 

So I think I know the secret 
Learned from many a troubled way. 
You must seek God in the morning 
If you want Him through the day. 

 
—– Ralph Cushman 

 
 


