
HEBREWS CHAPTER FIVE: Better than Aaron  

 

In the first two chapters, the writer has shown that Christ is better than the prophets and the angels; in chapters 

3–4, he has shown that Christ is better than Moses and Joshua. Now he shows us Christ is a better priest than 

Aaron.  

 

CHRIST HAS A GREATER ORDINATION vv. 1–6 

Selecting people for the ordained ministry is a delicate task. You have to look for a divine calling, evidence of a 

character that demonstrates sympathy with people, and confidence in the truth of God’s Word. God set aside the 

tribe of Levi to serve the people as priest.  Aaron belonged to the tribe of Levi and was ordained by men and 

elevated to the position of high priest. He passed this honor along to his eldest son, and thus the line continued.  

 

Christ came from Judah the kingly tribe and His ordination was greater for He is not merely man; He is the Son 

of God. He did not take this honor of the priesthood Himself for God ordained His Son. The author quotes from 

Psalm 110:4, in which the Father ordains the Son into the eternal priestly ministry. He ties this verse to Psalm 

2:7 (v. 5) because the priestly ministry of Christ is related to His resurrection (Acts 13:30-34). 

 

The Office of the High Priest  

The high priest was limited to descendants from Aaron. Traditionally a life appointment, the high priest was to 

be dedicated to the Lord’s service, ritually pure, and ready to do the Lord’s bidding.  

 

Regrettably, the office of high priest became politically influenced when the Syrian ruler Antiochus Epiphanes 

ruled Palestine (175–163 B.C.). The Romans continued this practice when they controlled Palestine. The high 

priests Annas and Caiaphas, in the Gospel accounts, held their offices by political appointment from the Roman 

government. 

 

The Function of the High Priest 

Christ as our High Priest provides grace and mercy to struggling sinners (4:14–16). This was the work of a high 

priest.  Verses 5:1-4 explains how a high priest functioned. 

 The high priest represented people before God. No angel could do this job. No superhuman need apply.  

 The high priest was selected. God made the choice. God never intended that the office of high priest be 

filled by democratic selection or political appointment.  

 The high priest served as a mediator between God to men and men to God. 

 The high priest offered gifts and sacrifices for sins.  

o  “Gifts” refers to meal offerings; “sacrifices” to blood offerings.  

 

The high priest needed an ability to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray. The verb 

“deal gently” (metriopathein 

) describes one who found a middle course between indifference to need and anger at sin. A true high priest was 

not harsh toward sinners or calloused toward moral lapses. 

 

Aaron had to present a sin offering first for himself and then for the people to whom he ministered. Because 

these offerings had to be repeat it demonstrated their sacrifices were ineffective. Christ stood in contrast with 

the high priests in that He had no sin and did not need to offer a sacrifice for Himself nor did He offer an 

animal, but He gave Himself as the sinless Lamb of God. 

 

In this passage we are introduced to Melchizedek. Melchizedek was a mysterious Old Testament figure who 

appears only in Genesis 14:18–20. He was both a king and a priest. Since Jesus was both king and priest, He 

had a likeness to Melchizedek. Melchizedek suddenly appears in Gen. 14 and then drops out of the story; there 

is no listing of his beginning or ending. Thus, he is compared to Christ’s eternal Sonship, for He too is “without 



beginning and ending.” Aaron died and had to be replaced; Christ will never die—His priesthood is forever. 

Aaron was priest over an earthly household, while Christ is Priest over a heavenly people. 

CHRIST HAS A GREATER SYMPATHY vv. 7–10 

This and the following three verses show that Christ developed His ability to sympathize as He passed through 

testing and suffering. This happened during His days on earth and guaranteed that our Savior could identify 

with the weaknesses and problems of human beings. Christ himself was no stranger to hardship and affliction. 

 

In vv. 7–8 we are told of the “training” Christ received as He endured suffering while here on earth. Keep in 

mind that, as God, Christ needed nothing; but as the Man who would one day become High Priest, it was 

necessary for Him to experience trials and suffering. God was preparing His Son to be the sympathetic High 

Priest of His people. Verse 7 relates to His prayers in Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36–46). In these verses we are 

standing on holy ground, reminded of the tears like drops of blood in Gethsemane as Jesus faced the ultimate 

challenge of separation from His heavenly Father, taking our place and offering the ultimate sacrifice.  

 

The fact that Jesus experienced the cup of death qualified Him to sympathize with people all the better. In the 

wilderness temptations (Matt. 4:1–11), Jesus refused to appeal to angelic forces to rescue Him. He saw the road 

of the Father’s will and followed it without flinching. This caused Him great suffering. It also enabled Him to 

identify with the suffering of everyday people. We have a merciful, sympathetic Savior. 

 

Made perfect (teleiotheis) describes perfection in the sense of completeness or fulfillment (v.9). Jesus was 

obedient to God’s will in that He endured suffering and death. In doing this Jesus brought God’s redemptive 

purposes to their fulfillment or completion.  

 

Jesus’ salvation applies to those who obey Him. We obey the Lord when we accept His provisions for our 

salvation. This response to salvation is available to rich and poor, important, and unimportant, Jews and 

Gentiles, learned and uneducated. God’s gift of salvation is open to all. The One who obeyed made salvation 

available to all who obey. Our obedience is a lifelong endeavor where we trust God’s will is best. 

 

KNOW YOUR ABCs vs. 11-14 

Now comes the call to engage the mind. Verse 11 explains the subject of Melchizedek’s relationship to Christ 

as an issue which is hard to explain. This was because they were slow to learn. This phrase highlights their 

slackness and dullness. They were slow learners because they had closed their ears to God’s message.  

 

The readers of Hebrews were compared to babies who needed to learn again the elementary truths of God’s 

Word. These truths involved the basic teachings of the gospel. How many Christians live on milk? They 

recognize the ABCs of the Gospel and Christ’s mission on earth but gain no nourishment from the meat, those 

things that Christ is now doing in heaven as their High Priest. This has shades of both Paul and Peter’s teaching 

on the same subject in (1 Corinthians 3:1–3; 1 Peter 2:2).  

 

It is true that we begin our pilgrimage as new-born babes needing the ABCs of truth and it is also true, we are to 

remain childlike in our trust. However, childlikeness is different from childishness. No Christian is meant to be 

a perpetual Peter Pan. Spiritual maturity comes from dogged usage of spiritual resources. 

 

Our faith is not an intellectual exercise, but it is intellectually satisfying when we dare to think it through. Our 

relationship to the Word of God determines our spiritual maturity. These people had drifted from the Word 

(2:1–3), doubted the Word (chaps. 3–4), and now the author shows us they became dull toward the Word.  

 

The marks of maturity are not found in an encyclopedic knowledge of the Bible rather, they are seen in an 

ability to make moral judgements and not to be caught up in the childish wrangling and jealousies of the world. 

Baby Christians are in constant danger from a devil who delights to distract the people of God. So let God 



through his Word and Spirit help us to grow up. The world in this century, as in the first, needs to be confronted 

by a strong, mature church.
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THINGS TO CONSIDER 

 

Growing in grace depends on growing in knowledge (2 Peter 3:18). The more we know about ourselves and 

Christ, the better we are able to move forward spiritually.  

 

1. What high priestly functions does Jesus perform for us today?  

 

 

 

 

2. Where would you be if Jesus did not function as high priest? 

     

  

 

 

3. Where are you in your spiritual growth? Are you on milk or steak and potatoes?  

 

 

 

 

4. Spiritual maturity comes from dogged usage of spiritual resources. What are our spiritual resources? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Can you teach the ABCs of the Christian faith? Why? Why not?
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