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CHRIST IS BETTER THAN MOSES 

Hebrews 3:1-19 

 

Chapter three begins the third argument for the superiority of Christ.  We have seen Christ is better than the 

prophets and angels and now we see Christ is better than Moses. This chapter also includes a second warning 

that is more detailed than the one in 2:1–4. The Old Testament text is Psalm 95:7–11.
1
 

 

THE CALL FOR FAITHFULNESS vv. 1-6 

To the Jew, Moses stands as the “pioneer” leader of Israel. Arguably, the greatest figure in the Old Testament is 

Moses, mentioned by name 767 times, his influence also extends to the pages of the New Testament 79 times. 

He is one of the great figures in all of history, a man who took a group of slaves known simply as the Hebrews.  

and under inconceivably difficult circumstances molded them into a nation that influenced the entire course of 

history. The reference to Moses being faithful in all God’s house was drawn from Numbers 12:6-8 in which 

God says He speaks openly and directly (mouth to mouth) to Moses. As great as Moses was Jesus is worthy of 

greater honor than Moses.  

 

The Brethren  

The author addresses his audience as “holy brethren.” Holy because God had set them apart to live in separation 

from sin (2:11) and they were brothers because they are part of the family “house” of God.  

 

The Calling 

Moses ministered to an earthly people whose calling and promises were based upon the law. Christ’s ministry 

has to do with a “heavenly calling.” Their (our) calling is a heavenly one, being from heaven and to heaven 

(future glorification).  

 

The Apostle  

Apostles were God-called witnesses of the resurrected Lord. In Acts 1:21–22 Peter proposed the apostle who 

would replace Judas was to be “a witness of His resurrection.” In 1 Corinthians 9:1–2, Paul indicated that an 

apostle must have been a witness of the risen Lord.  Naming Jesus as an Apostle showed Him as one whom God 

sent into the world.  

 

The Servant 

The New Testament uses three words translated as servant:   

1. Doulos: common word that refers to a bondservant; the submissive nature of the work the servant did.  

2. Oiketes: a household servant who did domestic duties. 

3. Therapon: an attitude of obedient willingness to serve, a servant who joyfully and cheerfully responds to 

a personal need for his master.  

 

The term shows the close personal relationship between God and Moses. Moses willingly gave himself 

unselfishly to do God’s will. This type of servant reflects an attitude of eager obedience which is a delight in all 

who serve the Lord. Christ exemplified what it meant to be a servant making him better than the servant Moses.   

 

The High Priest  

Christians are to fix their gaze on the person of Christ who is our faithful High Priest. Jesus is better than Moses 

because Moses never served as a priest of any kind.  But Moses did build the Tabernacle where the High Priest 

entered into the holy of holies.    
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The Better Builder 

God’s “house” in the Old Testament would be the tabernacle which Moses had constructed in obedience to the 

divine directions. The “Holy of Holies” was inside the tabernacle. The physical tabernacle served as a 

foreshadow of heaven itself where Christ has now gone “to appear for us in God’s presence.” (9:24). The 

exalted Son presides over the priestly system of intercession as our High Priest.  

 

Jesus as a Builder surpasses Moses in honor since Moses was simply a servant carrying out instructions. But 

what Jesus has built is, in fact, everything, for God is the builder of “everything.” Implicit here is the Son’s role 

in creation and the divine nature of the Son.   

 

WARDNING: Be on the Lookout for Hardened Hearts! vv. 7-11  

Just as one who was a true Jew by birth could withdraw from participation in the tabernacle of Moses’ day, so 

too one who is a Christian by new birth may withdraw from the household of faith. The writer is concerned that 

some of his readers were in danger of doing what the Israelites had done so the author offers a brief historical 

interlude. He begins with a scriptural quotation from Psalm 95:7–11. The words of the psalmist are cited as the 

work of the Holy Spirit and the voice of God (4:3). 

 

Psalm 95 begins as a song of praise but ends with a warning. To drive home his call to fidelity and to warn of 

the consequences of unbelieving, the author referred to the failure of Israel at Kadesh Barnea (Ex. 17:1-7). This 

was but one of the failures of the Hebrews which eventually led to their 40-year detour in the wilderness. Far 

from being an ideal period of Israel’s history, as it was an era marked by tragic loss and defeat.  

 

The idea of hardening the heart occurs frequently as a description of Israel’s disobedience, and is a permanent 

reminder against adopting a fixed attitude of disobedience to God. The author does not want his readers to 

repeat such an experience in their own lives.
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THE PERIL OF UNBELIEF vv. 12-19 

The Israelites in the wilderness had known forty years of aimless wandering because of rebellion (3:16), sin 

(3:17), disobedience (3:18) and unbelief (3:19). The description of the wayward Israelites is twofold: their 

habitual straying from God and their ignorance of His instruction. Ignorance of God’s ways naturally lead to 

straying away from them. A hardened state of mind becomes resistant to God’s voice and leads to increasing 

ignoreance of His ways because the hardened mind has no disposition to listen.  
 

The author asked, “With whom was God angry for 40 years?” The answer is with those in the wilderness 

congregation who sinned and were excluded from taking possession of their inheritance in Canaan. The 

exclusion from Canaan was a consequence of their lack of faith in God to bring them to victory over their 

enemies. The writer is aware of the notable exceptions of Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 13:27). They represent 

the remnant of the Exodus people who reached the Promised Land. The writer desired his readers to take it to 

heart that unbelief and lack of confidence in God, was the reason God’s people did not enter the land. 

 

All these characteristics of fallen men and women are still with us—hence these words of warning. Christians 

today should be aware of the danger of rebellion against the Lord through their own personal hardening. The 

author encourages the Christians to hold onto their hope, commitment, and courage to the end and not, like the 

Israelites of old, harden their hearts with unbelief!
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DISCUSSION POINTS FOR HEBREWS 3 

 

 

 

1. After studying the first three chapters of the Book of Hebrews what is the spiritual condition of the 

church the author is addressing?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the different themes in Psalm 95?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. How can we follow Jesus’ example of being a servant to the family of God?  


