
1 
 

OUR PIONEER:  A Better Mediator  

Hebrews 2:1-18 

 

We come to an important development in the author’s epistle.  The word “Therefore” or phrase “For this 

reason”, introduces an aside that deals with the Gospel and the risk of ignoring it that leads to discipline. In 

almost every period of Christian history there have been those who have offered a substitute message or a 

compromised gospel. These false gospels are persuasive but dangerous and include: a gospel of salvation by 

religious observance, moral effort, humanitarian benevolence, political involvement, or social action. Nobody 

denies some place for all these things, but not as substitutes for the Gospel of God’s grace and Christ’s 

redemptive work. Its message must not be perverted, and it should not be neglected!
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WARNING DO NOT NEGLECT SALVATION vv. 1–4. 

This passage is the first of many warnings throughout Hebrews and it introduces us to the plight of the readers. 

They had heard the gospel and now appeared ready to desert Jesus with an inferior replacement, the law. While 

retaining their loyalty to the Old Testament Scriptures, some of these first-century Jewish Christians were in 

serious danger of dismissing the Good News of Christ. The message spoken by angels was the Old Testament 

Law and a violation of a single commandment brought a prescribed penalty.  If the angels’ message had to be 

obeyed, how much more the Son’s word with its Good News of such a great salvation.
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The word picture is that of a boat which is allowed to drift away aimlessly. The writer of Hebrews was horrified 

at this prospect! If they renounce the Gospel, they will not escape divine discipline. God sent signs, wonders, 

and various miracles to verify the Christian message. God not only sent miracles and signs, but he also gave the 

Holy Spirit to believers. The miracles and the Spirit demonstrated the superiority of the Christian gospel.
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LOWER IS BETTER vv. 5–8 

The unique wonder of the Christian gospel is that the Son of God became a man like us, in total humanity, in 

order that he might become the man for us. There will always be mysteries about the humanity of Jesus when 

we think of His deity. How did He grow up? What about His temptations? Were there self-imposed limits to His 

knowledge? What is certain is He was like us ‘in every way’.  

 

Lower Than the Angels  

Verse 5 references a “world to come” which Jesus introduced. This age is the era of salvation. It is both present 

and future; believers have both certainty (they are sons/daughters) and destiny (they will be brought to glory).  

 

Verses 6–8a, represent a quotation of most of Psalm 8:4–6, which had proclaimed the uniqueness of mankind in 

the created order: we were made ‘in the image of God’ with authority over creation under God himself, and 

with God-given ability to make choices, both evil and good. In the words of Pascal, the French philosopher, 

mankind is ‘the glory and scum of the universe’.  

 

The psalmist talked about the insignificance of human beings, while the author of Hebrews pointed out the 

majesty of the son of man, Jesus Christ. Since Jesus was the ideal man, this psalm was fulfilled in Him.  
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THE PIONEER vv. 9-18 

Jesus is described as the “pioneer” of our salvation. He led the way and opened up the road for those who 

followed Him and in doing so has opened the way to glory for God’s “many sons.” Jesus opened this way, this 

only route to glory, because He knows every step of the road from personal firsthand experience. This saving 

work could not possibly have been entrusted to angels. Only Christ could achieve our salvation and in order to 

do so became a man, not taking upon himself the nature of angels but for a time is lower than the angels.  

 

Christ took upon himself our humanity in all its suffering. Becoming man, he entered directly and personally 

into the arena of our anguish. Christ also took upon Himself a human nature exposed to the anguish of death. 

The angels could not feel these pangs of death as death was unknown to them. As our pioneer, he has gone 

through all this in advance of us. His feet have walked the lonely valley and territory of death and He has 

triumphed over its power for us. The forerunner has gone on before us and those who know Him have nothing 

to fear about the future. 

 

By passing through the crucible of suffering, Jesus developed a perfection which qualified Him fully to be a 

complete and effective Savior. God’s goal was to bring many sons to glory. Jesus’ death accomplishes this goal 

of sonship and glory.  

 

Although believers are moving, day by day, towards their future destiny as sons of glory, something is also 

happening to us in the present. We are being changed, here and now. In Christ we are sanctified, set apart for 

God’s use and made ‘holy’. If we are sanctified, then we must be what we are and what we are is possible only 

by His grace and in His strength.  

 

Verse 12 comes from Psalm 22:22. Jesus was lifting God’s praises to other believers. He suffered for them and 

was a part of them. The second quotation (13a from Isa. 8:17) shows Jesus putting His trust in God the Father. 

Trusting and obeying represented the only principles for living life for Jesus and for us, His followers. The final 

quote came from Isaiah 8:18. In the O.T. Isaiah recognized that his own children were signs given by God. 

Hebrews understands Isaiah’s words about his children as the words of Christ about His people.  

 

Jesus has destroyed our archenemy and liberated us from our chief fear: death and the devil. We still face 

natural death but for Christians we no longer need to be afraid of it. Because of the incarnation Christ is our 

merciful and faithful High Priest who gave His life to atone for the sins of the people.  Jesus’ death handled the 

personal sins of all human beings. Jesus did in reality what the Old Testament sacrificial ritual could only do in 

symbols.   

 

The chapter closes with verse 18 insisting on the real humanity of Jesus. Because Jesus was a true human being 

and because He suffered, He can help us in our temptation. His great temptations, in the wilderness at the start 

of his ministry (Matt. 4:1–11) and in the garden at the end (Luke 22:39–46) were aimed to cause him to bypass 

the cross. Thankfully, he defeated Satan and we can rejoice in the truths of verses 14–15.  

 

Jesus helps us by supplying our strength; He is able to keep us from spiritual collapse. The New Testament 

assurance that He is ‘able’ should encourage us to deeper trust and renewed confidence in His unfailing ability 

not only to see us through the troubles but make us conquerors over them. 

 

This Epistle leaves us in no doubt but that those who are saved are saved from a genuine peril. Christ’s saving 

work is not a piece of emotional pageantry rescuing men from nothing in particular. 
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DISCUSSION POINTS 

 

1. Consider the title of “Pioneer or Pathfinder” given to Jesus. What are its implications for our faith? 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the different emphases in Christian truth we convey when we call Jesus: ‘man’; ‘a man’; ‘the man’? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does it encourage us to know that Jesus is a man like us, who lived and walked on this earth, and was 

tempted just as we are?  

 

 

 

 

4. How does it encourage us also to know that he is more than just a man? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. In what ways are we sometimes tempted to deny the truth of what Christ has done for us? 

 
 
 
 

6.  Was He tempted in the same way as human beings?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. How could the sinless Jesus receive temptation?  
 


