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BETTER THAN PROPHETS AND ANGELS 
Hebrews 1:1-14 

 
God has spoken!” This is the great message of Hebrews. “God has spoken”—so take heed how you respond to 
His Word. The way we respond to the Word of God is the way we respond to the Son of God, for He is the 
Living Word. In this first chapter we see Christ’s superiority over the prophets and the angels. 
 
CHRIST IS BETTER THAN THE PROPHETS vv. 1–3. 
The overwhelming superiority of the Son is described with seven phrases. The first two show the relationship 
of the Son to creation. Jesus is the heir of all things in that He will ultimately have control over all creation.  
 
The next two phrases show the Son’s relationship to the Father. As the radiance of God’s glory, the Son 
reflects God’s spotless purity; He shined into human hearts (John 1:9). As the exact representation of God’s 
being, the Son has the divine substance of the Father. This was a bold proclamation of Jesus’ deity.  
 
The fifth phrase shows something the Son is now doing in the world. God’s creative word formed the world of 
time and space. The sustaining word of the Son maintains it. As the sustainer of the world, the Son carries 
God’s plan to its conclusion. With Jesus in charge, God’s plans will triumph. 
 
The sixth and seventh phrases focus on the redemptive work of Christ. The Son brought us God’s grace 
because His death removed the stain of sin. Jesus has provided purification for sins as an act of supreme grace 
without any merit on our part. After dealing with our sins, Jesus ascended the throne. In His resurrection and 
ascension, He assumed a place of honor at God’s right hand. Today we proclaim Him as Lord. 
 
The Son is a Prophet through whom God spoke His final word to human beings. The Son is a Priest who has 
removed the blot of sin from our ledger. He is a King exalted by God to a supreme place of honor. 
 
CHIRST IS BETTER THAN THE ANGELS vv. 4–14. 
Angels played a vital role in the Jewish religion. The Law was given through the ministry of angels, according 
to Gal. 3:19, Acts 7:53, and Deut. 33:2. If the Jews paid attention to the Law, given through angels, then they 
ought to give greater heed to the message given by Christ, who is greater than the angels. The author cites 
seven OT quotations to show Christ’s superiority to the angels. 
 
Because He Is the Son vv. 4–5 (Psalm 2:7 and 2 Sam 7:14) 
Hebrews calls Jesus Christ a Son and recognizes this as a superior title. Jesus was much more than a 
supernatural creature who darted around on mercy missions for God. 
 
The first quotation came from Psalm 2:7. The psalm describes the coronation of an Israelite king. Peter 
referred to this verse in Acts 13:33 to explain Jesus’ resurrection. Hebrews uses it to proclaim Jesus’ royal 
dignity in His resurrection and ascension. 
 
The second quotation came from 2 Samuel 7:14. The prophet Nathan passed these words from God to David. 
They contained a promise that Solomon would build a house for God after David’s death. God promised that 
he would be David’s father forever and that David would be His son. Later prophets looked for David to have 
a greater Son, the Messiah (Mic. 5:2). New Testament writers proclaimed Jesus as the descendant of David 
who fulfilled this verse (Rom. 1:3). No angel ever had a position as exalted as Jesus. 
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Because He Has Superior Worthiness vv. 6–7 (Psalm 97:7 and 104:4) 
In Psalm 97:7 and in the Greek Old Testament (Septuagint) version of Deuteronomy 32:43, there is an 
emphasis on the worship of God the Father. In Hebrews, the Son is linked with the Father by receiving the 
worship due Him. This provided powerful evidence for Jesus’ deity. 
 
This is also a reference to the angels worshiping Jesus at His birth. (Luke 2:8–15). Such angelic worship 
showed that the Son is superior to angels. He has greater dignity than they. What do angels do? Psalm 104:4 
is quoted to spotlight their subordinate role. Angels are compared to the natural elements of wind and fire. 
They did God’s bidding and became His messengers. Angels fulfilled an important but inferior role. 
 
Because of His Important Role vv. 8–9 (Psalm 45:6-7) 
Psalm 45:6–7 originally celebrated a royal wedding. The words are so glorious that only God’s messianic King 
can satisfy their meaning. These words tell us three facts about the role of the Son. Each fact proclaimed His 
superiority to angels.  

 The Son has a throne and is a ruler. No one could say this of an angel.  

 This throne will last for ever and ever. It is eternal.  

 Angels are not eternal, for God created them at a point in time.  
 
The Son loves righteousness. Nothing delights God more than for someone to love His righteousness. 
 
Because He is Lord vv. 10–12 (Psalm 102:25–27) 
Here, again, Jesus is called “Lord.” He is from the beginning the Creator of the universe. Like a worn-out 
garment, creation will decay and fall to pieces, but Christ will never change. He is “the same, yesterday, 
today, and forever.” Angels are created beings; Christ is the eternal Son. 
 
Because He Has Authority vv. 13–14 (Psalm 110:1) 
The seventh quotation comes from Psalm 110:1. This verse shows that Christ’s ascension lifted him to a place 
of authority and power at the Father’s right hand. Jesus claimed that this verse referred to Him (Mark 12:36). 
Although we live at a time when the Son’s enemies are not yet a footstool, the New Testament promises the 
Son’s complete victory at the end (1 Cor. 15:24–27). 
 
Verse 14 summarizes the place of the angels: they are ministering spirits, not enthroned sons; and their work 
is to minister to us who are heirs with Christ in His wonderful salvation. These quotations show us the majesty 
and glory of the Son of God. As v. 4 states, “Christ has a more excellent name than the angels because 
through His suffering and death He acquired a greater inheritance.” In His character, work, and ministry Christ 
stands supreme. 
 
THINGS TO CONSIDER: Hebrews 1 
What has occurred “long ago”? Whom did God speak “to” and whom did He speak “by”? What does this tell 
us about how God spoke in the past? 
 
 
What has occurred in “these last days”? Whom is God speaking “by” in “these last days”?  What does this tell 
us about how God currently speaks? 
 
 
 



3 
 

What does Hebrews 1:1–4 tell us about the Son’s identity in relation to God? 
 
 
 
 
Based upon 1:5–14, how is the Son superior to the angels?  
 
 
 
What does the author of Hebrews want us to learn? 
 
 
 
Hebrews: How Jesus Speaks into Everything  
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