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HEBREWS 10:19-39 

A Better Sacrifice Part II 

 

The author of Hebrews is a profound theologian and has great pastoral instinct. In this latter part of Hebrews 10, 

he comes to the practical implication of what he has been saying. Verse 19 he uses the word “therefore” and it 

indicates a shift in the narrative. He knows there is more than intellectual fulfilment to the Christian life and 

now introduces the real-world application of Christology. This is a practical, passionate, and persuasive appeal 

to men and women to enter into the presence of God.1   

 

A NEW AND LIVING WAY vv. 19-25 

The writer reviews the blessings that believers have because of Christ’s once-for-all death. Because we have a 

perfect standing in Christ, we can have boldness (literally “freedom of speech”) to come into His presence. No 

veil stands between us and God. That tabernacle veil symbolized Christ’s human body, when His body was 

offered, the veil was torn. We have a new way based on the New Covenant; we have a way to life, because we 

have a living high priest (7:25). The house of God (the church) has a great high priest in glory. 

 

There are three “let us” statements here (22-25):  

(1) “Let us draw near” instead of drifting away.  

(2) “Let us hold fast” our confession (testimony) of faith not wavering because of trials.  

(3) “Let us consider” other believers and, by our example, encourage them to be true to Christ.  

 

The boldness we have in heaven ought to lead to spiritual growth and dedication on earth. It seems that these 

believers, because of trials, were neglecting Christian fellowship and the mutual encouragement that believers 

need from each other. Christians ought to assemble together for common worship, teaching, and service. Do we 

take advantage of this privilege? 

 

A SOLEMN WARNING vv. 26–39 

This is the fourth of the five warnings found in Hebrews. Each of the warnings in Hebrews are also exhortations 

the author is using to encourage the Christian to walk closely with God. The believer who begins to drift from 

the Word (Heb. 2:1–4) will soon start to doubt the Word (Heb. 3:7–4:13). Soon, the believer becomes dull 

toward the Word (Heb. 5:11–6:20) and become “lazy” in their spiritual life. This will result in deliberately 

sinning and despising their spiritual heritage, which is the theme of this warning/exhortation.2 

 

The important facts about this particular sin. It is not one sin committed once; “sin willfully” in v. 26 means 

“willingly go on sinning.” It is the same continuous tense of the verb as in 1 John 3:4–10, “Whosoever 

continually and habitually sins are not born of God.” So, this passage is not dealing with an “unpardonable 

sin”; it is talking about an attitude toward the Word that God calls willful rebellion. There were no sacrifices in 

the OT for deliberate, presumptuous sins (Ex. 21:14; Num. 15:30). Sins of ignorance (Lev. 4) and of sudden 

passion were covered; but willful sins merited only punishment. 

 

Verse 29 reminds us that our salvation (and the shed blood that purchased it) are held in high regard by God. 

The Father values His Son; the Son shed His blood; the Spirit applies the merits of the cross to the believer. For 

us to sin willfully is to sin against the Father and the Son and the Spirit. The writer quotes Deut. 32:35–36 to 

show that God, in the OT, saw to it that His people (not unbelievers) reaped what they sowed and were judged 

when they disobeyed willfully. The fact that they were His covenant people made their obligations that much 
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greater (Amos 3:2). God judges His people (Rom. 2:16; 1 Cor. 11:31–32; 1 Peter 1:17). This is not eternal 

judgment, but rather His chastening in this life and the loss of reward in the next. In vv. 34–35, the writer 

emphasizes reward for faithfulness, not salvation. 

 

Verse 31 speaks of fear and terror. Fear is an often-used tool of the Christian’s adversary. When Satan uses fear 

as a tool, he does so in a way to cause emotional foreboding, dread of impending distress, misfortune, or some 

type of punishment.  This type of fear immobilizes or seriously affects the Christian’s day to day life and even 

their witness. This is especially true of the uncommitted.  

 

There is a healthy fear such as the “fear of God.” This healthy fear has two aspects. First, the anxious sense, “It 

is a fearful (terrible) thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (v. 31). This fear has a constructive role to 

play in leading us to the point of conviction and our need of forgiveness. Second, there is the awe-inspiring 

reverence that leads to serving and worshiping the living God!   

 

In vv. 32–39, the author gives a wonderful assurance to these believers that their lives had proven they were 

truly born again. They were among those who had put faith in Christ and therefore could not “draw back” as 

those did who were not truly saved. Their destiny is perfection, not perdition, because they have Christ in their 

hearts and look for His return.3 

 

So, God tells them to heap their anxieties upon the God of their redemption, whose care for His sheep is 

infinitely great (1 Peter 5:7). Faith, then, is the indispensable forerunner of fearlessness as seen in the words of 

Isaiah: “Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusts in thee” (Is 26:3). 

The psalmist repeatedly stresses the role of faith in conquering fear (37:1; 46:2; 112:7). 

 

Genuine faith is expressed in, and animated by, a reverential awe, and this is the basic meaning of the biblical 

idea of the fear of God. Unless there is personal awareness of the awesome and majestic sovereignty of God, it 

is impossible to have a meaningful faith existing in one’s heart. Though Christians are to be liberated from the 

fear of men (Heb 13:6), death (2:15), and life in general (2 Tm 1:6-7), they must never lose their sense of the 

awesomeness of God. Such awareness not only leads to true wisdom (Ps 111:1) but also provides direction for 

the child of God throughout life (Phil 2:12; Eph 5:21). 

 

Godly fear is characterized by total allegiance to the one true God. Those who love God learn of wholesome 

fear by searching the Scriptures, the Word of God, which the ancient Israelites were commanded to cleave to 

and obey as evidence of their reverence for God (Deut. 6:2). The fear of the Lord is more valuable than the 

greatest material riches (15:16) because the Lord takes pleasure in those who hold him in such high regard (Ps 

147:11).4 
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