
OVERCOMERS  Subduing Our Past, To Enter Our Future 

Of all the obstacles to Kingdom ministry, perhaps the one most common to us all is being confronted by our past.  

No matter how deep our past goes (how good or bad we were), or how long we spent going our own way before surrendering 

to God, our past is always back there for our adversary to remind us – usually at the most inopportune times – IF we let him. 

The key is to remember our adversary has only ONE agenda. He doesn’t care that he makes us sorrowful or disappointed in 

ourselves with our past failures. Satan is only preoccupied with preventing us from moving forward with what God is 

tasking us to do in the Kingdom! It is THAT simple! 

So we need to give ourselves a 2-stage homework assignment regarding our past as we prepare to answer God’s call!  

 Stage 1, Gird up our Minds! Acknowledge what He’s done in us and for us and stand our ground on it! 
 

 Stage 2, Shed ourselves of the guilt of the past, and persevere forward in the calling He is making on our lives now! 

Stage 1 – Our Minds 

We need to armor up and plant our flag so we silence the regular attacks of our accuser who has NEVER earned the right for a 

voice at the table to which he continuously shows up unannounced and uninvited! We must establish in our own mind what 

God has already done for us! And, if there remains something we need to repent of, there is no better time than the present to 

seek the presence of our Savior and handle that business! 

 John 8:36 (Jesus), “So, if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed!”   THE Authority on the topic! 

 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from ALL 

unrighteousness!”  Does that sound like anything is left undone that our enemy can debate? NOPE. 

 Psalms 103:12, “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.”  

An incalculable, unending distance! Any question as to His intention about bringing those sins back up? NOPE. 

 Isaiah 43:25, “I, even I, am He that blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and will not remember your sins.” 

God’s not the one bringing up our past! So who is?? AH…. Right!  The only one present who has NOT earned the right to be at 

the table in the first place! SO RESIST HIM!  R-E-S-I-S-T him!   

 James 4:7, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

We DO have an active role to play in all of this. We have a flag to protect. Submit to God, Resist the Foe! 
 

Stage 2 – Voices from our Past 
 

Have you ever been walking in your new love-filled faith, sharing this abounding joy with complete strangers, unable to 
contain this overwhelming peace that comes with the Savior’s full redemption only to be stopped dead in your tracks by 
someone who knows the “real you, from before?” 
 

Notice that unmistakable sinking feeling deep down, as their look of jaded cynicism which seems to peel back your layers of 
skin just before they utter those timeless words, “Yeah right, YOU??!?” 
 

That sinking feeling isn’t from God! It’s our adversary, knowing where he can attack our minds, based on where he knows we 
have been! His SOLE intention is to derail us. God is on the other side saying, “My Child, share me! Go ahead, share who you 
are NOW! Start talking; let them see Me, in you, THE NEW YOU!” Our enemy is going to pull out ALL the stops to prevent that, 
naturally, as he has everything to lose. DON’T GIVE IN to his already defeated self. He has already lost, and if you stand in the 
liberty God has given you, the enemy shall remain defeated in this new space God has liberated!  
 

Alas, we are human, we easily forget, and so we need reminders, and we need them often. This is a race, not of mere sprints, 
but of distance and endurance; it is a marathon, and perseverance is required. Paul writes, in Philippians 3:13-14, “…one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” In Hebrews 12:1, “…let us run with perseverance, the race 
marked out for us!”  RUN THIS RACE WITH PERSEVERANCE! This, too, is our assignment. 
 

We may encounter hurtful words or actions from people from our pasts, some of it unjustly, perhaps some of it even merited. 

We must never react in anything but grace, letting our new fruit be our response.  How else will they see God any other way? 

Of course, we may not have that kind of strength on our own, but as we have shared before, God is not asking us to DO it on 



our own, He’s asking us to make the DECISION on our own, in Him, and then HE will empower us with the grace and strength 

we need to walk in the appropriate response of grace that bears the fruit He wants from us. 

Speaking of Paul, let’s take a brief walk through some of the conflict his past presented him. Acts 7:58 introduces him as the 

official witness and one approving Stephen’s murder! (Acts 8:1) Stephen is best known as the first martyr for Jesus. He boldly 

stood up to the high priest and Sanhedrin council, for persecuting every prophet God had ever sent them, for killing those 

who foretold of Christ’s coming, and for having Christ killed!  

Paul listened to Stephen recount their history and failures and murder of Christ. As they became enraged, Paul watched 

Stephen say, “Look, I see heaven open and the Son of Man (Jesus, whom you killed) standing at the right hand of God!”  

Paul also watched their fury boil over as they rushed Stephen, simultaneously plugging their ears AND dragging him out of the 

city to stone him. (Who does that if what he is saying is NOT truth?). 

Paul also heard Stephen’s final words, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!” 

Acts 8 opens with the beginning of the Great Persecution against the church. Paul is literally going from house to house, 

dragging men and women from their homes. Acts 9 begins with the words Paul “still breathing out threats and slaughter 

against the disciples of the Lord.” 

My brothers and sisters, I personally believe this is more than just persecution of a “religious movement” that threatened the 

establishment that our ‘soon to be’ brother Paul was raised up in and felt a need to protect. I believe that to have such a 

ferocious appetite to extinguish these voices, he was fighting something much deeper within – some serious conviction no 

doubt sparked when he heard Stephen make that stand on that fateful day. No doubt Paul knew Stephen was right, but Paul 

had too much at stake with pride and pedigree on the line. With every believer he imprisoned or murdered, he probably 

believed he could silence that voice that was deeper within him. No matter how hard he worked, no manner of effort was 

sufficient. Perhaps this is why on the road to Damascus, when he asks who it is (who has the power to drop him to his knees 

and remove his sight), this is the answer he receives: (Acts 9:5) “…I am Jesus, whom thou persecute: it IS hard for thee to kick 

against the pricks.” In other words, I have been trying to get your attention, notice me much? 

Now, fast forward to the first time Paul begins walking in his new Kingdom assignment sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ! You 

think some of his new co-laborers are all in? Or perhaps are some of them wondering if this “new Paul” act is simply a Trojan 

Horse move to simply take down more believers? How about some of the prospects Paul is trying to gather as an audience to 

hear him share the Gospel? After they blink twice and realize who they’re hearing, and recall who in their own family or 

neighbors they’ve lost to him, do we think they’re sticking around for the rest of the message? Now, think about how Paul is 

coping in his own mind with all of this? Do you think he is encountering slings of doubt arrows from our adversary? I can only 

imagine the level of unkind words he is hearing from everywhere, no matter what his intentions are now. Does he quit?  

I’m sure over time, the routine became more clear and defined for him, but there is no doubt in my mind that this was really 

tough sledding, and probably for quite some time. A lot of soul checking that no doubt began with coming back to Stage 1 

girding up his mind, and Stage 2 cementing his determination to run this race with perseverance, eyes on the prize! 

Was it difficult? Yes! Can we argue with the results?? Not a chance!  

This, my brothers and sisters, is the truth of kingdom work. It is time to move forward from our past. Our past is real. We 

repent of what must be repented of. We plant our flag, and we revisit that flag if we need to. But we stand tall for our 

Commander and we move with endurance to the charge that He has called us to. It will require perseverance. It will require 

us to endure. It is a battleground. But we will never have to battle alone.  

Paul was NEVER alone.  This is how two thirds of our New Testament was written, from the mockery of dirty prison cells; from 

healing snake bites; from repeated ship wrecks; from repeated beatings; from the constraints of rusty chains;  written by the 

passionate heart of a courageous Christ follower who didn’t see his dual citizenship, or his “chosen vessel” status. He only 

saw his past sins and present suffering as reminders that his present labors were small duties for the great reward awaiting 

Him. He was never alone. 



Oh how I would have loved to be the “official witness” to watch Paul hear his name called his final day down here as Heaven 

opened wide for him… and in my heart I want to believe that after Jesus, the next person who Paul saw welcoming him into 

glory, was none other than Stephen himself, because honestly, that’s how this grace thing really works anyways, isn’t it? 

Brothers and Sisters, it doesn’t matter what our adversary or anyone else thinks of our past; God has redeemed us for a 

purpose and has chosen each of us for a unique plan in His Kingdom. We will never be alone.  

Our Commander awaits – will we answer His call? 

 

 

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 

Revelations 3:21 (NKJV): throne.”  

 

 

 

Prayer  
 
Lord, grant us the courage, to remember that whatever temporary seat we find ourselves in now shall quickly fade from 

memory when we have finally attained the glorious seat by Your side. Fill us with Your passion and love to follow You 

into Your Kingdom work; equip us to love who You love, to hurt for what causes You pain, to help those who cannot help 

themselves, and to be strong FOR those who might attack us…until they can see You…IN us. Help us to recognize the 

honor that You, the Great Refiner, have bestowed on us, the metal you are refining. What we feel as pain, you see as 

purifying metal, and you are closing in on your reflection! Amen!  

 

May God bless each one of you! Don 

 


