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“If anyone hears my voice and opens the door…I will eat with that person and they with me.” Rev 3:20 

Study Objective:  An exploration of Scripture and insight that outlines God’s design for the role of Man’s Headship & 

Leadership – the Mantle of Spiritual Care & Accountability for those in immediate sphere of influence. 

This is His living/breathing study: our sole accountability is to share what He has shared with us. 

 

RECAP    

Week 1 – Battle for our Minds 

Week 2 – Where is our Sight:  Spiritual vs Physical sight; lowering our voice to hear His 

Week 3 – His side of the Relationship: Back to ground zero – what He created, what He wanted, how much it 

mattered when He lost it, what He was willing to do to get it back, and WHY we matter so much. 

Week 4 – Relationship begins:  Remembering who we are to Him; forgiving ourselves; discovering that He cares 

greatly about HOW we see Him, more than WHAT we are doing for Him. 

Week 5 – Relationship with Him means Unity with Brethren. Unity is a required decision (intentionality) to protect 

the Body of Christ at all costs, including unforeseen costs to us; unlike a battle of encounter, it is a war – a 

mission of singular purpose wherein rather than rejecting our differences of opinion or decision, we are rejecting 

that they should ever be allowed to disrupt the harmony of the Spirit and the Body of Christ. 
 

 

Week 6: Relationship with Him FOR Communication 

 

Reflecting on our Week 3 study (His Side of the Relationship), we spent time looking at what God 

created in the beginning – and identifying that He created what He wanted most:  the walking and 

talking relationship in the cool of each day in the Garden. There is enough there in scripture to inform 

us that this conversation came with some expectation:  it was daily, it was dialogue (2-way 

conversation), and there was an expectation that it would continue (look how God reacted when He lost 

this.)  

 

Based on God’s response to this loss and His resulting plan for its restoration, we can easily conclude 

this Garden conversation was the best part of HIS daily experience also! These “bookends” are the 

biggest in all of Man’s history, from the Garden curses that have reshaped life for every human to the 

horrible death He agreed to for our reconciliation. 

 

So, do we have any reason to think He wants anything less than that with us right now today? 

 

Dramatic “Bookends” tell us ALOT of our Dialogue’s importance to Him: 

 We see the measure of HIS loss, in how He responds to losing this daily dialogue and closeness. 

 We see how much it means to Him, in the depths of what He is willing to endure for its restoration. 

Interim plan: Sacrifices atoned for our sin; God chose His people, He guided, protected, and provided 

for His people; He did great miracles to show His power to all.  

Q. SO, why did Jesus really die? 

A. Without a sacrifice that could break the power of Sin, He couldn’t continue with WHY He created us. 

 

Key:  The only part NOT ADDRESSED before the Cross, was the daily in-person dialogue, 

meaning it is THE reason the Cross happened! 

 

OUR DIALOGUE WITH HIM…IS OUR INTENDED .     PURPOSE

 

Coming to terms with this can transform how we interact with God, how we pray, how we praise 

Him, how we make our requests, how we surrender, and how we view His responses! 
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WHAT ABOUT ME? 

Perhaps we’ve asked or heard others ask these questions:  If He’s talking to you, how come He’s not 

talking to me?  Why doesn’t He answer when I pray?  If talking with us is so important to Him, how 

come it feels so one-sided right now? 
 

Short answers we will dive into: (A)  We are hearing from Him and haven’t recognized that it is Him; or, 

(B)  He is talking but we are not allowing ourselves to hear Him. 
 

KICK THE DOUBTS! 

When we accept just how important to HIM this dialogue relationship is, we can stop all the questions 

or doubts about whether or not He wants to talk with us, whether or not He cares, whether or not 

getting answers is important.  

It is a foregone conclusion, evidenced by the Cross and the Torn Veil.  

(Both of which were entirely HIS effort so there would be no room for us to question.) 
 

 So then:  (A) we haven’t recognized He IS talking, or (B) we are not allowing ourselves to hear Him.
 

(A)  RECOGNIZE:  IS THAT YOU, GOD?    1 Samuel 2 & 3 
 

Young Samuel is faithful to serve as he is asked. 

 2:11 Samuel begins his service, “ministering before the Lord, under Eli, the priest.” 

 2:18 Despite Eli’s sons’ evil conduct, Samuel continued “ministering before the Lord.” 

 2:21 Samuel “grew up in the presence of the Lord.” 

 2:26 While Eli’s sons reject their father’s rebuke, “Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor 

with the Lord and with people.” 

 3:1 Samuel “ministered before the Lord under Eli.” 
 

LOCATION MATTERS: 

 3:3b – “Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, .”  where the Ark of God was

 3:4 THEN the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 

 5   And (Samuel) ran to Eli, ‘Here I am; you called me.’ But Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie 

down.’ So (Samuel) went and lay down. 

 6   Again the Lord called, ‘Samuel!’ And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am; you 

called me.’ ‘My son,’ Eli said, ‘I did not call; go back and lie down.’ 

  7   NOW SAMUEL DID NOT YET KNOW (personally experience) THE LORD; THE WORD (voice) OF THE 

LORD HAD NOT YET BEEN REVEALED (directly) TO HIM. 

 Q. Was He hearing from God?  YES!  Did he know that? Not a bit!  He had not yet learned what the 

“voice” of God sounded like. 

 8   A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; 

you called me.”  Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
 

TAKEAWAYS: 

 We should NEVER allow our accuser to diminish our confidence or our faith because we think we 

are not hearing from God.  

 Samuel was dedicated, obedient to God and priest, and was already making personal choices that 

pleased God (Eli’s sons conducted evil openly in the temple – yet Samuel overcame any potential 

influence they would have had, and ministered faithfully.) He grew in stature and favor with God and 

people. He served. He lived a life fully surrendered to serving God faithfully every day.  
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In today’s terms: he checked ALL the boxes, knew what God said about how to do all ministry, and 

he was diligent to carry it all out.) Yet he had not heard the voice of the Lord.    

 If arguably the greatest prophet who ever lived knew how to do church, served faithfully and for all 

the right reasons, and still needed to learn how to hear from God, WHY SHOULD WE ever feel 

discouraged when or if we don’t? 
 

(B)  ALLOW OURSELVES TO HEAR HIM - 1 Samuel 2 & 3 
 

When we have experienced dialogue with God in the past, but presently find ourselves unable to hear 

from Him, we must consider a couple of common reasons:  Have we moved away from where God is in 

a situation (think, Samuel’s proximity to the Ark), or perhaps, have we invited obstacles which prevent 

us from hearing what we once would have? 
 

COMMON OBSTACLES: 
 

 Avoiding a specific conversation with God – perhaps there is a painful part of our history that we 

don’t feel we’re ready to talk about yet, but God feels otherwise. 

Know This:  He knows us better than we know ourselves and He knows the path to our complete 

healing long before it is even on our radar. Therefore, in the same way He gave clarity to Moses 

when He called him (“who made man/tongue”), we can accept that He desires us to surrender and 

allow Him to move us into that space of healing and reward – and restored dialogue. 
 

 Behavior / Conduct – willful disobedience of His direct instructions. If we are stepping away from 

Him in disobedience, we can obstruct hearing His voice. We will need to recognize where we 

departed from the conversation, apologize, and return. 
 

 Not Addressing a Problem – when God has convicted us of something and has instructed us to 

take care of the problem, we need to be sure and follow through with what He is asking of us. Is our 

“good enough” the same as His “good enough?” 1 Samuel 2   High Priest Eli & Sons 

o 2:12-17  Eli’s sons were wicked, their sin very great in Lord’s sight, no regard for the Lord. 

o 2:22  Eli heard about everything his sons were doing, wicked deeds right in the temple. 

o 2:23-25  Eli rebuked his sons;  AND, his sons ignored their father’s rebuke… 

 BUT HE DOES NOTHING FURTHER…clearly his and God’s “good enough” definitions varied!o  

 o Eli should have taken it further – protecting God should be more important than appeasing sin. 

o 2:27  “a man of God came to Eli” (a man of God had to come tell a priest (another “man of God”) 

what God was saying about his situation.) 

o 2:27-29  God itemizes and takes personal everything they are doing wrong 

o 2:30-33  God declares He is now going to break His own promise to Eli about his priestly 

lineage, sparing only those who truly do honor Him, and dispensing destruction to the rest. 

o 2:34  God declares Eli’s sons will die, and as a sign to Eli, on the same day 

o 2:35  God will raise up a faithful priest, who will be surrendered to God’s heart and mind and will 

re-establish the priesthood through him. 
 

    Result: Eli wasn’t hearing from God because he had not handled what God clearly required of him. 
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REMEMBER: 

 

1. Dialogue with God is WHY He made us, so He is DETERMINED to bring us to the place we have 

regular dialogue, IF we will allow Him to. (Check the Cross/Torn Veil if you’re not sure.) 

2. We need to be in a PLACE where we can hear Him (Samuel, near Ark of God.) 

3. Obedience and Surrender are critical to the foundation for open dialogue with Him: “Speak Lord, 

your servant hears.”    

 

We may think of this in terms of ‘the anagram of Samuel’:    SILENT  /  LISTEN  /  ENLIST 

 

 

SILENT– we need to quiet ourselves, lower our voice to hear His.  

1 Kings 19:11-12  God instructs the prophet Elijah to go “stand on the mountain in the presence of 

the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” God said: I’M COMING – COME MEET ME!  Elijah first 

looked for God in the powerful wind that shattered rocks and split apart mountains – but God 

wasn’t there. Then the earthquake, and then fire, but God wasn’t there.  After all this had cleared, 

Elijah heard the voice of God in the quiet…as God was whispering.  

 

Our lives are noisy with challenges, with double booked schedules, and with last minute snags 

intent on derailing our plans. All of this works to drown out where we will hear God’s voice: in the 

quiet of our silence. 

 

LISTEN – We already “know what we want to hear from God,” but we need to listen for what HE has to 

say though. It takes spiritual maturity to allow God to calm our spirit, and let us put down what 

we’re carrying, including all those words and answers that WE WANT Him to provide us. When we 

are willing to forego our demands, it is THEN that we are able to not just hear, but actually listen to 

what God is trying to tell us.  

 

ENLIST– Once we’ve truly managed to silence ourselves and listen for God’s instructions, the enlist 

part might actually become the easiest, as for this moment we are in alignment with God. 

 

 

Daily Alignment Prayer – God, align our hearts with yours, so that in all we carry out, life’s choices, 

studying Your word, engaging in ministry, and establishing daily dialogue, we will be in step with You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


