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Recap: We walked through the persecutions Jesus suffered just getting to His cross; the commitment and purpose it
took to endure to carry the Cross and the commitment towards us it took for Him to go through with the cross.
Question we posed: How much are we willing to endure to pick up the cross He is calling us to carry?
 Premise: Discipleship is the cornerstone on which both our Relationship with God and our Headship at home is built.
Discipleship defined broadly: a follower or student of a teacher, leader, or philosopher.
Hebrew context: Disciple (active follower/student, zeal to learn/understand) Rabbi (teacher, instructor, “life coach”)
Discipleship defined by Jesus, perhaps another of Jesus’ “But I Say” moments?
“If any man will be MY disciple,

[ Qualifier ]

he MUST:

[Requirement]

Deny Himself

Luke 9:23:

Take up his cross

Daily

and Follow Me.”

[Selflessness] & [ Metaphorical? ] & [Intentionality] & [ Obedience ]

“Take up his cross” - Metaphorical?
We have brothers and sisters around the globe whose experience is NOT merely metaphor. Last study, we talked about
the cost we actually experience for our faith. So far, most of us here have expensed very little for our relationship with
Jesus; however, we discussed how we’d respond with real stakes? A few of us stated, we would die for Him.
Question God asked me: If you believe you’d die for me, then how come it is so hard for you to give me your all now?
In the absence of a physical Cross, what does it truly mean to take up our Cross? There is one answer that completely
and wholly addresses each component Jesus speaks of in Luke 9:23.
Surrendering our ALL to Him. Become His Vessel. Allow Him to be Lord of ALL our life.
Gal 2:20 (Paul) “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
The First step in taking up our cross (full surrender) is to Deny Ourselves = yield ourselves, will, thoughts to His.
What Surrender Does NOT Mean
1. Giving up on what we wrestle with - stating it doesn’t matter
2. ‘Surface Yielding’ – falling in line and see where the flow of traffic takes us
What Surrender DOES Mean
1. Surrender means yielding control, daily, without giving up our stake in the journey or the outcome!
There will be some detours, bumps, and unscheduled turns along the way – surrender is our Trust in Him as Pilot.
2. Surrender to God means an intentional decision to hand something over to Him, and look Him in the eyes while
saying, “I trust YOU with this.” Hearing those words of trust from us is what HE gets up for in the morning!
Ref: Lady healed of 12-year blood disease, what He feels, what moves Him most, hear His response.
What is He Waiting for Us to Surrender On? Every one of us has areas in our lives that are easier to surrender than
others. God rewards those sacrifices we have already made.
What areas of our life do we still need to surrender to Him? Is there a part of our life that we are holding back from
Him? Perhaps an activity, a belief, opinion, a hurt or injury, an attitude about something or someone, an anxiety, …?

Caution: Whatever we decline to surrender to God impacts our dialogue with Him, as well as our
leadership in our homes and our service with others in the Kingdom!
Infinite Reward: When we choose to surrender sacrificially, our reward with Him and in the Kingdom is infinite and
exponential! The limitless joy, the unmeasurable depths of fulfillment, the peace that defies all explanation based on our
circumstances is just the beginning of what He has in store for us when we choose to fully yield.
Real Surrender is Sacrificial in Nature – Is it really a surrender if there is no sacrifice involved? Surrendering while we
still have the options and will power to continue on our own is where Sacrificial Surrender begins! When we elect to
trust Him with what is most significant in our life, rather than trust our own strength, we’re making Him Lord of our life!
Reality Check: Surrendering ANYTHING to God is not giving up on it!
When we Surrender something to God, we are trusting Him! We are acknowledging our God IS the Almighty Creator,
who knows all, sees all, knows the plans He has for us, the One who has created us especially with unique gifts to adorn
and serve His kingdom with. We are asking Him to occupy His time with our challenges so we can focus on His kingdom!
Do we NOT think this is what He has been waiting to hear from us??
Jesus’ first words on record (as a child, to His mother): “Why were you looking for me? (Why a search party, why did
you look several places; you should have known where to find me immediately) Didn’t you know I would have to be in
my Father’s house?” (KJV ‘about my Father’s business?’)
My experience with this verse.

Jesus Example of Sacrificial Surrender:
Hebrews 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has

been (tested) tempted in every way, just as we are-yet he did not sin.”
2 powerful applications for us today:
1. He was tested in all ways so He could truly understand us in every difficulty we face today.
Acts 9, “Lord, who are you”, Jesus words on persecution.
2. He was tested this way so He could model what it means to be SURRENDERED in all ways!
He demonstrated sacrificial surrender in each and every act of persecution He experienced:
The lies told about Him / accusations of being crazy, a heretic, traitor / abandonment by friends/followers
Blindfolded, struck and mocked to identify His assailant(s) / Spit On / Crown of Thorns
Scourged – whipped and shredded flesh / Vinegar for His Thirst / Extreme Crucifixion
Did He not possess the power to stop the madness? Yes. But He was sacrificially surrendered, ENTRUSTING the totality
of the plan, its outcome and its journey, to Almighty God.
WHERE DO WE BEGIN OUR SURRENDER?
 It is important to recognize that Jesus’ Surrender did not occur on the Cross – it continued there!
 His surrender did not occur in each of those despicable acts of persecution, rather, it only continued there!
Jesus had to have His Gethsemane Moment before He could make His journey to the Cross. So do we!

JESUS’ GETHSEMANE MOMENT
Jesus’ Sacrificial Surrender began in the Garden of Gethsemane, where He still maintained His power and His Lordship.
 He looked ahead to what He COULD see: a religious world waiting for a Messiah they didn’t recognize but instead
would torment and kill; His many persecutions; abandonment by many who loved Him; a torturous death.
He surrendered His power for all of this because He was willing to Trust Almighty God to work through the journey,
to arrive at the desired outcome: To redeem mankind and restore the daily dialogue relationship with He and Man.
 He also surrendered to what He COULD NOT see: No doubt He knew the Sin-weight would attach itself to Him in
this great sacrifice, but how could He possibly know HOW it would feel? He had never sinned, so therefore did not
know the dark depressing defeating and separating weight that a sin causes! Not to mention the combined weight
of every sin ever committed in the entire tapestry of time, along with every ounce of remorse, grief, sorrow, and
guilt that attaches themselves. He had never experienced anything like this before.
Also, I believe He did not anticipate the separation of the Father, or, at least how profound and defeating it would
be. Otherwise, why would we have heard this excruciating cry from his lips, “My God, My God, why have YOU
forsaken me?”!?! (Mark 15:34)

For the Plan of Redemption to come to pass, Jesus had to have His Gethsemane moment, where
He sacrificially surrendered ALL of Himself and His power to God. He entrusted the journey and
the outcome to Almighty God, including what He (Jesus) knew and what He did not know.

 This is what He is asking of us

Luke 9:23, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.”
 We need to have our Gethsemane Moment

Confronting what we do know, acknowledging there may be more ahead we don’t know, and then saying to God, “I trust
you with all of it the entire way!
Our victory is in the full surrender AND our arrival at the outcome 100% surrendered. What if Jesus had trusted God to
go 70-80% of the journey? A whole lot of pain endured, a gruesome catalog of persecutions, but no plan of redemption.
And even when the unexpected occurred, (“why have you forsaken me?”), He stayed on the cross.
For, He had surrendered all of Himself.
SURRENDERING ALL OF ME: Means a total yield, without trying to steer, guide, or define the journey or outcome.
Will we trust Him for 100% of the plan that He has for us?

Our Gethsemane Moment is where our Discipleship begins…

