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We are called to “Salt & Light” leadership; to focus on the “long game,” to be students and servants of those we are
called to lead, to model the behavior we seek, and to prayerfully build our leadership on these 3 key characteristics:
1. Humility: Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often.
2. Gentleness: It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it.
3. Forgiveness: We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.
(“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”)

HUMILITY: Our Greatest Weapon AND Our Greatest Defense
Humility (general definition) a modest view of one’s own importance
(spiritual reference) knowing, and keeping, our rightful place before God, our Creator
Pride (benign) a simple awareness of one’s dignity or accomplishments; self-respect.
Pride (malignant) elevated sense of self-worth or focus; abandoning one’s rightful place before God
Proverbs 16:18 “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty (arrogant) spirit before a fall.”
(Arrogant – an exaggerated sense of one’s self-importance, position, or abilities.)
When King Solomon wrote about this pride “before a fall,” no doubt he recognized the human behavior he was capturing,
but I wonder if he realized how far back in time this struggle actually goes?
Humility vs Pride is primal and precedes Man’s fall in the Garden! Let’s revisit the first temptation, in Genesis 3:1-4 (NIV)

A Choice We Make With Every Test, Temptation and Attack

A. HUMILITY
KNOWING, AND KEEPING...
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B. PRIDE

OUR CREATOR

NEGLECTING, OR
ABANDONING...
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must
not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say,
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly
die,” the serpent said to the woman.
If the conversation stops there, it is remarkably unremarkable. We simply have a scaly slithery creature who speaks
with a forked tongue and perhaps a smooth pleasant voice that is easy to listen to and he has simply refuted
information that they have been given. He is, of course, lying, but the choice is theirs to make: to believe the Creator
who has provided the entire Garden and everything in it that sustains them, or believe this smooth talking serpent
that leaves them a few droppings under the orange tree every couple of weeks?

◊ But the conversation does not stop there. It never does. It always moves to the next level, in every test, every
temptation, and in every attack. For every one of us, our adversary has a ONE-TWO punch.
And these Punches ARE Always the Same!
KEY: First – to get us to abandon our humility so that, Second – we are more vulnerable to temptation/attack!!
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“FOR GOD KNOWS that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and YOU WILL BE LIKE GOD, knowing good and evil.”



KEY: He tempts them to abandon their humility (their rightful place before God) with the “promise” that they will become
“LIKE GOD” in this act of disobedience. This is his first punch with us on every test, temptation, and attack also!



In this particular conversation, notice the serpent’s 3 Eternity-Shaping LIES Adam and Eve find convincing:
o

“For God knows”: As though Slimy McSnakeBottoms has the inside track on Almighty God’s knowledge?!??

o

“You will be like God” (Ok, Welp) //and,// “Knowing good and evil”: All they would learn is Violent Separation.

When the woman SAW that the fruit of the tree was good for food and PLEASING to the eye, and also DESIRABLE for gaining wisdom, she took
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, WHO WAS WITH HER, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they
realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.
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NOW that they’ve abandoned their humility, and let their hearts fill with the arrogance of their soon to be “god-like status” they
suddenly notice the fruit looks good for food/how pleasing it appears/how wise it MUST certainly be to have some/”this is a nobrainer”/ Yet this fruit-tree had been in the middle of the garden the entire time. In fact, if they TOUCHED it, God said they’d die,
which no doubt required some diligence on their part to avoid it… so their vision has changed… their vision has now been
affected…BEFORE… they have yet to disobey!!
Our vision becomes cloudy the moment we begin to move from our rightful place before God, no matter how it happens,
either by choice or neglect/carelessness. When we abandon humility, we will not see things the way God wants us to.

REFLECTION POINT: She took some and ate…gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate . Adam, given “the rules” first, bore the
spiritual mantle of accountability to lead his home AND was standing there for the entire conversation with the serpent. He had
an absolute eternal obligation to speak up. Later he makes a passive aggressive move at God by blaming the woman, but the
truth is, he only has himself to blame for not standing up and saying something.
How will we write our history, moving forward?

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I
WAS AFRAID because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?”
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It’s curious, perhaps, that God doesn’t ask them, why they are afraid. Obviously, He knows all answers to all questions He asks,
so it’s really for our benefit He’s asking anyways, but couldn’t it have gone something like this?
‘Afraid? Afraid of what? I haven’t taught you the “Fear” word yet? You’ve not seen animals fighting. How do you know THIS
word?’ God didn’t introduce fear into the equation, Man did. When they sinned, they felt their immediate and violent
separation from Almighty and All Holy God, and separation from God should bring ALL of us great fear!
If we know (and keep) our rightful place before Almighty God (humility) we should never need to be fearful of God. Period.
We SHOULD remember that ALL attacks, tests and temptations that come our way will first attempt to get us to abandon our
humility so that we can then be more easily tempted by our adversary. Humility truly IS our greatest weapon and defense!

