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THEN     Review 
 

 We are called to be “Salt & Light” Leaders, to focus on the “long game,” become students and servants of those we are 

called to lead, model the behavior we want to see in them, and build our leadership on these 3 key characteristics: 
 

1. Humility:    Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

2. Gentleness:   It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it. 

3. Forgiveness:   We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

                         (“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”) 
 1 Samuel 17:38-58 (recap):   

o David displayed true trust in God for all to see. Trust in God:  allowing the presence of Almighty God to inform our 

responses, rather the challenges of our present circumstances. Result? God didn’t just deliver the 9-foot plus behemoth 

into David’s hand. After David dispatched Goliath, God gave Israel complete victory, with their slain enemy covering the 

road back into Philistine territory and even the 15 mile stretch between Gath and Ekron!  
 

 When WE choose to TRUST God entirely, the victory HE is planning for us is FAR greater than one we’re praying for! 
  

 

AND NOW… 
 

Verses              (NIV passages and references) 1 Samuel 18:1-16  
 

1-4  After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. 2 From that day Saul kept 

David with him and did not let him return home to his family. 3 And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself. 
4 Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.  

 David’s testimony – proclamation of what God had already done and what he KNEW God what WOULD do – 

connected deeply with JonathAn; in today’s terms, they were kindred spirits. Their focus was singular (God first) 

which properly aligned their priorities, and especially their courage. Jonathan saw David (a poor outsider) as an 

equal to him (crown prince) and held nothing back from him.  
 

5-7   Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and 

Saul’s officers as well. When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of 

Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain 

his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.” 

 David was so successful on every mission (battle) that Saul HAD to assign him a high rank. It not only made the 

everyday troops happy to have this God-led warrior moving up their ranks, but also Saul’s own trusted advisers. As 

the army returned from battle the women from ALL the towns met King Saul…singing highlights of David. 

 Watch how Saul sees this…and why. 
 
 

8-9  
 Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. “They have credited David with tens of thousands,” he thought, “but me with only thousands. 

What more can he get but the kingdom?” 9 And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.  

 1) Worried about what the people thought of him rather than what God thought of him.  

 2) Seeing David as a threat rather than the greatest weapon his kingdom had ever wielded, a kingdom that God had 

put him over, a kingdom that God had tasked him with leading and providing for. 

 

As a Christian Man  
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3 Lenses to Examine 

Ourselves through:   

As Head of Home/Sphere  

Mantle of Spiritual 

Accountability-Long Game 

As Leaders in Church Role  

Are we Dictators or are we “Salt and 

Light” Persuaders of those we lead? 



Our First Calling is Home:  1 Tim 3:5, [ESV] “For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church?” 

 

As we cover verses 10-16, let’s run this situation parallel with our own.  In our relationships, our home, or in our 

ministries, are there occasions or circumstances that might bring us insecurities? Compromise our courage or spirit? 

Compel us to feel threatened or intimidated?  

 

Perhaps more in line with every day experiences:  impatience, irritability, frustration…any point of friction that impacts 

the harmony in the home or these relationships? 
 

 

10-11 The next day an evil[a] spirit from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, while David was playing the lyre, as he 

usually did. Saul had a spear in his hand 11 and he hurled it, saying to himself, “I’ll pin David to the wall.” But David eluded him twice.  
 

 

12 Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with David but had departed from Saul.  
 

 
13 So he sent David away from him and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the troops in their campaigns.  
 

 
14 In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him.  
 

 
15 When Saul saw how successful he was, he was afraid of him.  
 

 
16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their campaigns. 
 

 

Clearly, V12 shows us that the absence of God is where fear begins in Saul. David maintaining God’s presence while in Saul’s 

company just serves to compound Saul’s own sense of dire separation from God. 

Many of our biggest battles, including home fights, begin because we have not sought God first before engaging on a hot topic. If 

we choose to enter God’s presence before embarking on a discussion with potential to be a tinderbox, not only can it prevent an 

unnecessary explosion, but it can also provide HIM with the opportunity for healing and strengthening in the situation, as He 

guides our conversation. We can become more unified in our relationships while HE is lifted up as the Unifier in the process. 

 

V14  In EVERYTHING David did he had great success, because God was with him. 

V15  Saul was afraid of David because of HOW successful he was. 

 Does other’s success or praise they receive bother us?  

 If so, could this indicate that a shift in our focus is needed? (Back to God first!) 

V16  Both “halves” of the Hebrew empire loved David because he LED THEM in their campaigns. 

 

ARE WE LEADING?  Are we servants, serving those we are called to lead? Are we students, studying the needs 

and opportunities of those we are called to lead?  

And, most importantly, are we leading them in humility, gentleness, and forgiveness? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel+18#fen-NIV-7687a

