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THEN     Review 
 

 We are called to be “Salt & Light” Leaders, to focus on the “long game,” become students and servants of those we are 

called to lead, model the behavior we want to see in them, and build our leadership on these 3 key characteristics: 
 

1. Humility:    Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

2. Gentleness:   It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it. 

3. Forgiveness:   We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

                         (“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”) 
 1 Samuel 17:29-37 (recap):   

o David shares (testifies) about his “God experiences” in a way that highlights God’s role and not his own, God’s power 

and not his own. In doing so, those words were empowered by God and convinced a king (with his life, throne, and 

wealth on the line) to trust the same God who gave this boy victory over a bear and a lion.  
 

AND NOW… 
 

Verses              (NIV passages and references) 1 Samuel 17:38-58  
 

38-39 Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him/bronze helmet on his head. 39 David fastened on his sword over the 

tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them.  “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So 

he took them off. 

 Tunic: loose sleeveless top that reaches to the knees. 

 Point:  David was unequipped to carry equipment that relied on his own strength (physical sight), versus his usual 

practice of relying on God’s guidance and strength (spiritual sight.) 
 

40-42 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his 

sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 
42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. 

 The shepherd, who trusts God, moves toward the enemy with staff, sling, and 5 small rocks.  The giant warrior who 

trusts in his own strength, moves toward David wearing armor and a protective lackey carrying his shield for him. 

 Why did Goliath despise David?  Disgust, enemy engagement, etc…but despise? Was it because of his courage?  

 

43-44 
He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give 

your flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 

 “I’ll kill you and leave you where you lay!” No recognition of God’s presence or power- how quick do we recognize? 

 

 45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.” 

o Sword, spear, javelin- what the circumstances called for, in physical sight. 

o In the name of the Lord God Almighty – what God would want and honor, in spiritual sight. 

o “In The Name Of” – in the Stead (place) of, an ambassador carrying out the wishes of those they represent. 

46-47 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of 

the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will 

know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 
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o Profound declarations: The Lord WILL deliver you in my hands, I’ll behead you, I will give the lifeless bodies of your 

army to the birds and wild animals – all this day. Why? So the WHOLE WORLD will know there is a God in Israel! 

o Everyone here will know:  God doesn’t save by sword or spear / the battle is the Lord’s / Victory ALL of you! 

o NOT by spear or sword, but by TRUST; how much victory? TOTAL victory! 

o TRUST:  our responses to our circumstances are informed by our knowledge of our Almighty Creator and His absolute 

power, rather than the factual difficulties of our circumstances. 

 

48-49 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out 

a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 
 

50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 

o How rewarded does David feel right now? For trusting Almighty God this much – his legacy shaped for eternity? 
 

51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine’s sword and drew it from the sheath. After he killed him, he cut off his head 

with the sword.  When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 

o No 3-count necessary!  We should remember that it often takes just one decisive move of prayer and God-led 

response, and TOTAL victory is within our reach! 
 

52-54 Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath[a] and to the gates of 

Ekron. Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 53 When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they 

plundered their camp. 54 David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; he put the Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. 

o Gath and Ekron were 2 of 5 total city states that comprised the Philistine nation. The entire road between Gath and 

Ekron (about 13 to 15 miles apart) was littered with the decimated enemy forces. This was not a TKO, nor was it a 

war whose outcome would be up for debate later:  Israel annihilated their enemy this day, this day that a young 

man realized the power in victory would be decided, not in debating his “enemy-odds”, but by trusting God fully, so 

that his enemy would face “God-odds!” 

o Is there a battle in our life (or our family’s or our sphere) that needs a Victory and is facing long 

enemy odds? Will we make the choice like David did? Will we define our trust, not with words or 

best intentions, but by choosing to let our responses be informed by the Almighty God who holds 

our victory in His hand, and not by our circumstances? 

o David put the enemy weapons in his tent. They were his trophies of victory. Do we collect these trophies? A chief 

trick of our adversary is to distract us from the victories we have already achieved! It is important to Count Your 

Blessings – and it is also important to Count Your Victories, by reminding ourselves what God has already done in 

our life! Hold onto the ground you have already won – do NOT surrender it back to the enemy! 

55-58 As Saul watched David going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the army, “Abner, whose son is that young 

man?”  Abner replied, “As surely as you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.” 56 The king said, “Find out whose son this young man is.”  57 As soon 

as David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the Philistine’s head. 
58 “Whose son are you, young man?” Saul asked him. David said, “I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.” 
o It’s hard to understand how Saul does not know who David is. David has been the first chair harpist on the palace 

floor. He convinced Saul to let a shepherd/harpist carry the weight of Goliath’s challenge. He knows who David is. 

Was he really asking to find out what his motive was? Was it an official process for the tax status? 

 

o Notice David’s humble response (modeled for us): “I am (just) the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.”  

To be His vessel we must always remember we are simply the Potter’s Clay. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17%3A38-58&version=NIV#fen-NIV-7671a

