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THEN     Review 
 

 We are called to be “Salt & Light” Leaders, to focus on the “long game,” become students and servants of those we are 

called to lead, model the behavior we want to see in them, and build our leadership on these 3 key characteristics: 
 

1. Humility:    Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

2. Gentleness:   It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it. 

3. Forgiveness:   We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

                         (“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”) 
 1 Samuel 17:12-31 (recap):   

o David splits his service between the sheep and the palace as God shapes the foundation of his leadership; the enemy’s 

bully, Goliath, has made his challenge (deceitfully, on a false premise) to the Israelites. This is the same way our 

adversary tries to engage us on a false premise, couched in half-truths; we are to reject him, for he is a liar and the 

father of ALL lies, John 8:44. 

o Saul, and thus all his men and civilians, were afraid of Goliath’s challenge. We MUST remember, as the leaders in our 

spheres, we are CALLED to Lead regardless of the risks, challenges, or absence of answers. We are to model composure 

and leadership that shows our trust in God for those in our sphere. IN HIM, we have access to ALL answers, ALL power! 
 

AND NOW… 
 

Verses               (NIV passages and references) 1 Samuel 17:29-31,32-37
 

29-31 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and 

the men answered him as before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 

 So, I can’t talk now? Ignoring his brother, he continues to ask other soldiers. This gets Saul’s attention. 

 Question:  How uneasy and anxious is the atmosphere here when the kid brother of an unranked soldier makes a 

comment and those words reach the king, who then compels him to appear before the court?? 

 
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” 

 Master, don’t give up hope. I’m ready to go and fight this enemy myself. David was a leader, so his scope of vision 

wasn’t only on the urgent task on hand; he clearly acknowledges that the fear has run itself all the way up to the 

king, the chosen monarch who stood a head taller than his own soldiers. 

 As leaders (looking at the long game) we are tasked with understanding the immediate needs as they arise, but also 

learning to have an eye on the impact and needs of those we are leading in the path forward. 
 

 

33 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you’re only a young man…he has been a warrior from…youth.”  
 Saul seems preoccupied with the outward appearance, much like the prophet Samuel was earlier  

(You’re a kid, he’s a master behemoth, and what kind of odds do you really think you have here, anyways?) 

 But what Saul is weighing here, is a lot more than the words on the page. There is NO way that he, the first king in 

Israel’s history, is willing to risk what’s at stake here, betting on an unproven kid for a fight that neither he nor his 

bravest men are willing to face. At Stake? Loss of power over Israel and all the wealth associated with it, no doubt 

the loss of his life, and the legacy of being Israel’s first failed monarchy.  Not Going To Happen! 

 SO, what changes?   
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 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the 

flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 
36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies 

of the living God. 37 The LORD who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

o What has just happened – what has caused this radical change?  We are witnessing the power each of us possesses 

– IN GOD – as we share what He has done for us.  

o Revelations 12:11 They triumphed over him (enemy), by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much 

as to shrink from death.  Formula for victory over Satan – blood of Lamb (Jesus did this already) and sharing our testimony! 

Critical Key:  HOW we “share” our testimony (or share any event that involves God) truly DOES matter though! 

o David shared enough of the details to articulate how difficult/dangerous the situation was he found himself in.  

o Notice in V36, he regroups his thoughts, and realigns them in God-centric perspective, including the future of the 

giant in with fate of the lion and bear. Why? “Because he has defied (or, opposed) the armies of the Living God!” 

o V37, he continues the God-centric version:  “The LORD WHO rescued me from paws (bear & lion), WILL (no doubt 

allowed) rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

o Are we willing to surrender the glory of our story to the One who truly owns all power? 

o Will we make intentional efforts to regroup our thoughts and allow GOD to have HIS place in the story? 

o If we surrender the glory (the story CANNOT be about us) we allow God to empower our words to move others!! 

o One second Saul was NEVER going for this; the next moment, Saul was ALL IN, willing to ride with this unproven kid 

carrying the risks of his life, his wealth and power, and legacy. 

o Our testimony wields tremendous immeasurable eternal power that God can use to break down enemy 

strongholds of fear and spiritual paralysis in others!!  

We MUST remember to keep our testimony (sharing experiences about Him) God-centered or we actually risk harming His 

cause rather than becoming a vessel which contributes to it! 

o John 14:10b, (Jesus) “The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.” 

o If Jesus Christ, the Messiah, born of a virgin, fulfilled all prophecy, performed all miracles, laid down his life as the 

perfect sacrifice, refused to take credit for what God was doing through him, how can we possibly be comfortable 

taking any such credit? We must always remember, we are simply the clay, serving at the pleasure of the Potter! 

o HOW we “share” our testimony (or share any event that involves God) truly DOES matter though! 

 

This principle also has application in reverse!  If we are always complaining of our circumstances, or even using the 

passive aggressive technique of couching our negativity behind what should be triumphant phrases, we are now simply 

handing that same amount of power over to our enemy to use against us and others! How? Because we are appearing 

to relinquish our belief in a God with all power! 

 

How can we determine the focus of what we are sharing?  Does it point to God, or does it point to us? 

o Do those hearing us, walk away convinced of our life’s traumas, or convinced of our God’s power? 

o Are they more keenly aware that God’s power in our life is the same that can invade theirs?  

o Or, are they more convinced than ever that we are suffering, and we’re just not really sure how God factors into 

the equation? 

 

NOTE:  While this study may seem to ply below the surface, please remember this is a journey, and we all make 

mistakes and recoveries. What is critical is that we understand the road markers along the way.  In that light, there may 

not be a more powerful, closer source of power, than the words we speak about our experiences with Almighty God! 

We have the power to speak words of either faith or discouragement into others, just by how we share our “God 

experiences.” We need to pray for Him to guide us in this space. 


