
Our First Calling is Home:  1 Tim 3:5, [ESV] “For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church?” 

Mighty Men Headship/Leadership WK 24              1 Samuel 17 (cont)           12/2/2019 Our First Calling > Our Leadership

 

 

 

 

THEN     Review 
 

 We are called to be “Salt & Light” Leaders, to focus on the “long game,” become students and servants of those we are 

called to lead, model the behavior we want to see in them, and build our leadership on these 3 key characteristics: 
 

1. Humility:    Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

2. Gentleness:   It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it. 

3. Forgiveness:   We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

                         (“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”) 
 1 Samuel 17:1-11 (recap):   

o Philistines declared war, camping inside Israel’s border = the enemy (and giant) were already in the house by the time 

Israel knew there was trouble. We need to be alert and ready. Our adversary arms himself with lies – if we’re not prayed 

up and armored up, we engage in a battle we should’ve seen as deceptive and rejected his premise to begin with! 

o Saul, and thus all his men and civilians, were afraid of Goliath’s challenge. We MUST remember, as the leaders in our 

spheres, we are CALLED to Lead regardless of the risks, challenges, or absence of answers; further, we are to model 

composure and leadership that shows our trust in God for those in our sphere. IN HIM, we have access to ALL answers 

ALL power! 
 

AND NOW… 
 

Verses               (NIV passages and references) 1 Samuel 17:12-31
 

12-14 Now David was the son of an Ephrathite named Jesse, who was from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse had 8 sons, and in Saul’s time he was 

very old. Jesse’s 3 oldest sons had followed Saul to the war: The firstborn was Eliab; the second, Abinidab; and the third, Shammah. David 

was the youngest. The three oldest followed Saul,  (Jesse was himself too old to fight, but he sent his 3 eldest sons.)  
 

 15 but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.   

o We are witnessing the growth of David’s leadership, as God splits David’s time between his first calling (the sheep), 

and the space where God is grooming him for the next level. (Front row, trade school of palace administration.)  

16 For forty days, the Philistine (Goliath) came forward every morning and evening and took his stand.  

o The Israelites heard this ‘one-on-one fight to the death’ challenge 80 times. If the first time struck fear in their 

hearts, how were they doing now, a few weeks later? 

o Our adversary is relentless; he is willing to wait through 2 or 3 weeks of prayer and armor, if there’s a chance we’ll 

lay down our weapons “just for a quick break.”  We need to not give him that kind of hope! He’s on our land, 

threatening us, not the other way around! 

o Why was Israel afraid?  Because they believed Goliath’s false rules of engagement. Of course it was a tougher task, 

one-on-one. The issue is they accepted Goliath’s terms when they shouldn’t have even considered them.   

o FACT:  Goliath did not have the right to propose ANY rules of engagement: he was out of bounds, outside his 

authority and his own territory. He was trespassing! 

o FACT2: We are not supposed to accept our adversary’s rules of engagement; we should be rejecting ALL he says 

regardless of whether or not he shrouds it in any truth. John 8:44 “…he is a liar and the father of lies!” 
 

 17-19 Now Jesse said to his son David, “Take this ephah [36 lbs] of roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread for your brothers and hurry to 

their camp.  Take along these 10 cheeses to the commander of their unit. See how your brothers are and bring back some assurance 

[token/pledge of spoils] from them. They are with Saul and all the men of Israel in the valley of Elah, fighting against the Philistines.”  
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Our First Calling is Home:  1 Tim 3:5, [ESV] “For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church?” 

 

20 Early in the morning David left the flock in the care of a shepherd, loaded up and set out, as Jesse had directed. He reached the camp as 

the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. 

o The opening phrase here is subtle – but its meaning is foundational:  “Early in the morning, David….” 

o Every day, but ESPECIALLY when we already know enemy is in our territory, we MUST be intentional at rising early, 

praying up, armoring up, aligning with God’s Spirit and seeking His guidance for our day and fight! 
 

21-24 Israel and the Philistines were drawing up their lines facing each other. 22 David left his things with the keeper of supplies, ran to the 

battle lines and asked his brothers how they were. 23 As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out 

from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. 24 Whenever the Israelites saw the man, they all fled from him in great fear. 

o They all fled from him in great fear – because they now believed his lie, his rules of engagement (1 on 1). 

o What are some examples of how we might fall for false “rules of engagement?”  

 

25 Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out? He comes out to defy Israel. The king will give great 

wealth to the man who kills him. He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt his family from taxes in Israel.” 

o The Israelites were locked into physical sight:  How bad the situation was and how far out of reach the rewards and 

solutions seem to be. 

o Had they switched to spiritual sight they would have remembered THEY were God’s people, living in the land He 

gave them, and He possessed all power necessary to squash the incursion of the lying enemy!! 

o Physical Sight: we are confronted by enemy-odds   vs  Spiritual Sight: we surrender to God and allow our enemy to fight God-odds! 
 

26 David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? 

Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?” 
o While David seems to show clear interest in the reward for whoever slays the enemy, a key word tells us where his 

heart is truly focused:  'who’s this nasty enemy that defies the soldiers of the LIVING God?’    

o Spiritual sight: “the enemy worships statues and idols, we serve THE LIVING GOD, REMEMBER?!?” 

 No matter HOW great our odds might be while facing our “giant,” when we decide to trust our LIVING God and 

surrender fully to His guidance, He lines up in battle for us and now our enemy faces the greatest odds! 
 

27 They repeated to him what they had been saying and told him, “This is what will be done for the man who kills him.” 
o Anyone can see all the problems; everyone has an opinion, or knows what the answers or rewards should be. 

o It takes a Leader (us) to pray, armor up, ask God to show us how HE wants us to see the situation, seek and 

surrender to His guidance, and simply be that “Call to Arms” Leader He is looking for in all of us men.  

(Labor to bring all involved back to a spiritual, God-centered focus.) 
28 When Eliab, David’s oldest brother, heard him speaking with the men, he burned with anger at him and asked, “Why have you come down 

here? And with whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know how conceited you are and how wicked your heart is; you 

came down only to watch the battle.” 
o Why are you here? (Duh supplies and spoils query) / Why aren’t you minding your own biz with the sheep?  

o “Conceited/wicked heart”/You’re just hoping for a ringside seat at a bloody fight - If David were conceited, he would 

have held his “Kingly anointing” over his brothers heads and made them do his dirty work – yet he had humbly returned to tend 

their sheep.  

o Eliab was so entrenched in physical sight (and the optics of his little brother questioning their courage) he missed 

the fact that HE should have been asking those same questions, He should have recognized the power he had 

available to him right now for this battle.   Do we recognize it?  It can be embarrassing to be so fixated on the 

challenge that we miss the obvious and then someone else comes along side us to remind us that GOD wields all 

power and is in charge! It’s okay to dust off and recalibrate! In fact, that’s what HE’s waiting for! 
29-31 “Now what have I done?” said David. “Can’t I even speak?” 30 He then turned away to someone else and brought up the same matter, and 

the men answered him as before. 31 What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. 

o So, I can’t talk now? Ignoring his brother, he continues to ask other soldiers. This gets Saul’s attention. (Coming up next) 


