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THEN     Review 
 

 We are called to be “Salt & Light Leaders in our spheres of influence (not authoritarian/power focused.) 

 In doing so, we focus on the “long game,” become students and servants of those we are called to lead, model the behavior 

we want to see in them, and build the foundation of our leadership on these 3 key characteristics: 
 

1. Humility: Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

2. Gentleness: It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS about HOW we communicate it. 

3. Forgiveness: We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

                    (“When we forget where we’ve come from, we’re already on our way back.”) 

AND NOW… 
 

Verse           1 Samuel 17:1-11 (NIV passages and references) 
 
1 Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Sokoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Sokoh 

and Azekah. 

o Israel’s bitter enemy has declared war, invading their province in the south and setting up camp…INSIDE JUDAH. 

o Often, by the time we’ve noticed we have a fight on our hands, our adversary has already set up camp somewhere 

in a space he’s not entitled to, a space within our borders. Our response should be an outcry, just as a sovereign 

kingdom should treat an enemy’s invasion – only our consequences can bear eternal ramifications! 
 

 2 Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines.  

o We need to acknowledge our need for God’s guidance in our responses. He has all power, all wisdom, is privy to all 

needs, and is simply waiting for us to trust Him. Our choosing to follow His leading – in responses and attitude – will 

assure us of His power in carrying out His will. We will shortly see that drawing up “their own” battle line was not a 

successful plan and needed a true LEADER to return the focus to God. 
 

3 The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them.  

o “Well at least the enemy is at a distance, a safe space apart; the valley gives us ‘breathing room.’” 

o Do we feel this way sometimes? Do we allow a lull in our response because the conflict isn’t imminent? 

o Don’t forget: This call may be coming from inside the house!  The enemy is already INSIDE their borders!   

Just because we haven’t yet seen the giant, does not mean he is not already camping on our lawn. 
 

4 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp. His height was 6 cubits and a span. [9’9”, or 3 meters] 

o Bigger than anything they had faced before!   

 What is our “go-to” move when confronted with challenges beyond our experience or imagination?     

(Spiritual sight – “God, what do YOU want me to see?”) 
 

5 He had a bronze helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing 5,000 shekels. [125 lbs, or 58 kg] 

o The longer we delay in seeking God’s guidance and involvement, the more entrenched and “armored” our enemy 

becomes. He ALWAYS understands the eternal stakes and implications; we MUST allow God to empower us. 
 

6 On his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his back. [greaves = plated leg protection; shin/knee guards] 

o Does a debate still remain about how intentional our armor should be, especially when our sworn enemy gives it his 

top priority?  What does he “arm” himself with?  Arrows of doubts and lies!  What are some such arrows? 
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 “I’m not on your lawn; I’m just in the outskirts, presenting you with the best available options.” 

o LIAR! Your feet and your lies are on MY Real Estate! 

 “You’ve already messed up, so what’s the use?” 

o Past Failures are NOT Future Indicators to God!  Let’s try again – ALL IN – IN HIM! 

 “No one believes you can overcome this, so why are you wasting your time?” 

o Repeat PAST ≠ FUTURE!  Results don’t have to vary, please see Your Creator for details! 

 “Your sin blocks you from a holy God, your efforts are futile!” 

o Yes – then Repent, and then REBUKE the enemy – he MUST flee. [James 4:7] Run back into the arms of Jesus. 

  “Since no one is perfect, why are you working so hard at your faith?” 

o Our relationship, not our perfection, defines our faith! Anyone can point out our failures and faults – until they 

see our Humility/Gentleness/Forgiveness in action! Operating in H/G/F (our Relationship “gauge”) will gather most of 

the attention because we are emulating Him in these traits, especially when we are under fire!  
 
7 His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed 600 shekels. [15 lbs, or 6.90 kg] His shield bearer went ahead of him. 

o Our adversary has selected his weapon of choice!  OURS has been written by dozens of authors, over thousands of 

years and thousands of miles, in multiple languages – yet inspired and preserved for us by God Himself!   

 Do we really need a bibliography report to be convinced to trust THE “Life Manual”? He has given it to us freely, 

without restrictions. Pray over it, use it, embrace it, and lose yourself in it! 
 

8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine (your sworn enemy) and 

are you not the servants of Saul (my sworn enemy)? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 

o Our sworn enemy does not want to “fight fair” and he knows we are no match for him “one on one.” So his attacks 

are intended to separate us from our reliance on God and our alliance with our brothers and sisters.  

 He’s not looking for a battle; he’s looking for an easy out. Remember those playground days, “easy out?” We MUST 

know that our adversary sees us as the easy out – when we’re alone. We must armor up (in God) and in unity. 
 

9 “If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him”/kill him, you’ll “become our subjects and serve us.”  

o Threadbare words, just like the half-truths – it’s all a game to convince us his terms are agreeable / best available.  

 Problem: He’s on our lawn, he doesn’t belong here; he doesn’t even have the right to the premise he’s introducing! 
 

10 Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 

o “IT’S ON! No more delay, prep time, or thinking about it.”  What is our response in Go Time? 
 

11 On hearing the Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites (army and civilians) were dismayed and terrified. 

o For our individual space of Leadership – this is where the proverbial rubber meets the road: 

o How WE respond to crises, challenges, and conflict sets the tone for those we are called to Lead!   

o If Saul, Israel’s Leader, [opting for physical sight over spiritual sight] chose to cower in the shadows of his kingly 

tent, how could he possibly expect a different response from those he had called to line up against the enemy    

o We are Leaders, so we are CALLED to LEAD, no matter the risks, level of potential conflict, or absence of answers or game plans!  

o Saul was focused on the risks to his legacy and kingdom rule; he was terrified of this “one-on-one” proposal – if that 

were not true, this God-approved King who stood head and shoulders over his own men, would have been out 

there! He would have recognized that HIS God had power over both mountains, the valley in between, and every 

man lined up for combat, including and especially this incredibly intimidating giant! 

o Spiritual sight: we can stop fighting Man’s odds, and allow our enemy to start fighting GOD’S ODDS. The battle is 

not ours, but God’s [2 Chron 20:15], so it’s time to Pray Up, Armor Up, Courage Up, and Let God WIN for us!  

 

Satan doesn’t even own keys to his own house – so why would we give him keys to ours? 


