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Review:    

 We are called to be Leaders (home/sphere of influence/church/community) 

 We are called to “Salt and Light” Leadership style that Jesus modeled (not authoritarian/power focused.) 

 S/L Leadership is persuasive, as it is focused on the spiritual long game, not just the immediate. 

 One simple view of S/L Leadership perspective: Turn the Organizational Chart upside down. 

 The measure of our S/L Leadership hinges on our being servants and students of those we are leading. 

 The foundation for S/L Leadership is the active demonstration of these 3 key characteristics: 

 

Humility: Remembering our place before God; not thinking less of ourselves, thinking of ourselves less often. 

Gentleness: It’s not always about where we draw the line, but it IS always HOW we communicate it. 

Forgiveness: We must recall what we’ve been forgiven as we choose how quickly to forgive others.  

(“When you forget where you’ve come from, you’re already on your way back.”) 

  

Q.  Is God Calling You to Serve? 

As God calls us to serve in various ministries in His Kingdom, we are reminded that how we focus on our first 

calling (Home), has a direct relationship to how we will do in His service broadly:  
 

1 Tim 3:5, [ESV] “For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s church?” 
 

 

Verse           1 Samuel 16:14-23 

 
14Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. 

o Saul has disobeyed – and rejected – God. 

o Evil spirit FROM God:  God sent it; God has control over all spirits, good and bad. 

o Tormented: {defin} experiencing [or characterized by] severe physical or mental suffering. 

 Without God’s protection (possession), we are NO MATCH for evil; we are not equipped, without God, to 

take on the spirits we battle daily in our life.  We Need God! 

 

 15Saul's attendants said to him, "See, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you.  

o Those around Saul (us) recognize(d) the absence of God, and the presence of a spirit of conflict. 

 As we continue to draw close to God and walk closer with Him every day, the absence of internal conflict 

(due to God’s peace) will be a beacon for those around us. External conflict does not have to bear internally! 

 
16Let our LORD command his servants here to search for someone who can play the lyre. He will play when the evil spirit from God 

comes on you, and you will feel better."  

o Lyre: [defin} a small U-shaped harp 

 
17So Saul said to his attendants, "Find someone who plays well and bring him to me."  

o I don’t just want anyone; they better be skilled – I’m not paying for lessons for him too! 
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18One of the servants answered, "I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the lyre. He is a brave man and a 

warrior. He speaks well and is a fine-looking man. And the LORD is with him."  

o Knows how to play lyre Meets your expectations, oh King 

o He is a brave man and warrior Jesse’s son will be good to have around for safety / protection 

o He speaks well / fine looking He will not embarrass you, Your Highness 

o The Lord is with him Testimony!  

 David had not yet opened his mouth in public, yet his character and desire to pursue God’s will for his life 

has reached the ears and eyes of the public.   What kind of legacy are we building? 

 
19Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, "Send me your son David, who is with the sheep."  

o Saul acknowledges the relationship and the role that David has with his father.  

 
20So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and a young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul.  

o Jesse, a non-descript father of 8 sons residing in the outskirts of a small town, not only sends his son, but 

along with a goat, also gifts a donkey to the King, loaded with bread, wine, and no cheese. 

o Jesse didn’t owe Saul, and yet, he didn’t stop at just the King’s request 

 God didn’t owe us anything, and yet He didn’t just stop at eternal life in heaven; He loaded up the cross 

with His most prized relationship – His perfect pure Son – so that the sacrifice would be sufficient to tear 

the veil – and get us back into Relationship with Him! 

 
21David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David became one of his armor-bearers.  

o David (God’s future leader of Israel) maintained a Leadership foundation (humility, forgiveness, gentleness), 

despite his knowledge of God’s plans for him. How often (daily basis?) did he need to temper his ambition, 

to trust God, to wait on God, to daily accept that God’s timing and circumstances would unfold The Plan?  

 Armor bearer – personal assistant, first in line of attack, accountable for King’s weapons and protection. 

David carried Saul’s shield into battle and was accountable for the safety and success of the King in battle. 

 
22Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying, "Allow David to remain in my service, for I am pleased with him."  

o The composure and confidence of David, to not reveal the Big Secret – his calling – AND to not let anything 

cloud his front row seat. He received front row seat training on how to run a palace, how to approach 

combat and military strategy, and policy and politics of running a kingdom – for free, and all unbeknownst 

to King Saul. 

o It’s important to understand the gravity of David’s competing views here: to absorb all of the ABC’s of ruling 

God’s people for his future – versus – serving King Saul with absolute integrity in the current position God 

had him in – including protecting the King with his own life! 

o KEY:  No doubt he needed to seek God’s guidance on a daily basis – JUST LIKE WE NEED TO! 

 
23Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel 

better, and the evil spirit would leave him. 

o Catch the beautiful imagery here?  God sent the evil spirit to torment Saul AND He sent David to the palace 

to calm the King down.  He was building a model of ABSOLUTE RELIANCE ON HIM (GOD!) How humbled, and 

yet honored, David must have felt once he recognized how God viewed him (David).  

 

KEY: Are we aware of how God is using us right now?  We MUST stay humble to remain in the place where 

He CAN use us, but once we recognize the honor He is bestowing on us in the process, it drives us to 

please Him more! 


