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Background leading up to 1 Samuel 16 

 Chap 1 & 2:  Hannah prays for and receives miracle birth of Samuel 

 Chap 3: God Calls Samuel (We spent several weeks analyzing God’s great desire to speak to us 

directly, converse with us daily) 

 Chap 4 – 7: Philistines capture Ark, Ark afflicts them, they return Ark to Israel, Samuel subdues Phil’s 

 Chap 8 - 14: Israel demands a King, Saul is chosen, Samuel anoints Saul, Saul defeats Ammonites, War 

erupts again with Philistines, Prince Jonathon’s victory over Philistines. 

 Chap 15: Saul’s disobedience, Samuel has to kill the captured King himself, and God rejects Saul as King 

and regrets His decision to make him king in the first place. 

 

Significance of Communication with God 

Communication with Him is the most significant part of our walk, and it is where our Calling arises; dialogue 

with Him is where He makes known our Calling.  Sometimes that message may come to others before it 

comes to us; but our dialogue with Him will affirm and confirm it within us. 

A. 

1 Sam 2:27 “… a man of God was sent to Eli”.  Eli WAS the High Priest, God’s man on campus.  

For the messenger (who remains unnamed in entire passage v27 – v36) to be called a man of God was not 

referencing his name or his position, but rather that he conversed with God and he was answering his call, 

his calling. It speaks to his willingness to carry God’s words, God’s message, in spite of pressure not to. 

Imagine how uncomfortable he could have felt facing Eli, in the Temple, to convey God’s punishments. 

Eli, the High Priest, established both in name and in title/position had ceased listening to God, so was no 

longer hearing from God. It would take this unnamed Messenger to alert US today to the fact that Eli was 

no longer in God’s favor. It would take a young godly man (Samuel) in Chap 3, being called by God, for us 

to witness how far away from God’s voice Eli had gone – Eli didn’t even recognize it was God calling 

Samuel, until the 3rd time when it dawned on him how God “used to speak” to him (Eli). 

B. 

Jesus Makes a Bold Declaration in Matt 7 (True & False Disciples) 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the 

will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 

plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

What is Jesus driving at in this response? 

____________________________________________________ 

Would He really look at self-proclaimed Christians who are sharing His words everywhere, performing 

miracles in His name, even driving out demons….and say, “I never knew you?” 

____________________________________________________ 

We get to know someone best by conversation with them. 



 It is not just what we accomplish or don’t accomplish for the Kingdom 

 It is not just how much perfection we have achieved in our life 

 It is not just great works we attribute to Him in our lives 

 It matters MOST if He can say that He Knew Us. 

Our most important gift we have been given is a Savior who wants to communicate with us. 

Every Day. Every Day that we will open up to Him. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

It is the single greatest opportunity that was obtained on the Cross. The Veil was torn top to bottom when 

Jesus died, showing us how important one-on-one daily conversation is TO HIM! 

He will make a way, overcome whatever is in our way, so we can have the freedom and confidence to speak 

with Him every day if we so choose. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

1 Samuel 16:1 

“The Lord said to Samuel…” 

A. God speaks to us…,      and   

B. God may inform others of our Calling – before we see it for ourselves –  

C. God, not our desire/passions, is who decides and initiates the calling. 

 

“ How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?” 

A. This was catastrophic news – a game changer on an epic level. 

B. This was news that Samuel had NO precedent for. Saul was the first King of Israel, Saul had disobeyed 

God’s orders, but God rejecting Saul as King – while letting him continue to sit on the throne – made 

for a very murky, tense situation. 

 

Why do these points matter?  Watch –  

“Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen on of his 

sons to be king.” 

WHAT???  DANGER– RED ALERT!   Treason!?!  A Sure Death Sentence for Anyone involved or With Knowledge! 

V2  “But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

This seems like an impossible/unreasonable/untenable request God is making on him! It is literally a death 

sentence for all involved if Saul finds out. 

What to consider when our Calling: m 

A. doesn’t appear to fit our abilities (talents/gifts) 

B. seems like an impossible task/situation 

Moses is great example to study on both fronts. 


