
 HEBREWS INTRODUCTION 

 

The Epistle to the Hebrews is Christianity’s first major study in comparative religion. It is a carefully reasoned 

claim for superiority over Judaism. The style and format make it a polished literary essay. The Greek in which it 

was originally written is the best in the New Testament. It resembles a sermon that was intended to be read 

aloud.  

 

The content is systematically arranged. It is the most purely theological work in the New Testament. The author 

deliberately strives for rhetorical effect. He is language-conscious with the argument designed for persuasion. 

There are frequent appeals to the authority of Old Testament Scriptures. The good things of Judaism are 

pictured as giving way to the better things of Christianity.  

 

Author: Unknown. Since no name is attached to the book, Bible scholars have been discussing for centuries 

who the author is. The earliest traditions point to Paul. Others have suggested Barnabas, Mark, Philip the 

Evangelist, Luke, Apollos, Silas, Ariston, Clement of Rome and even Priscilla and Aquila! Origen of 

Alexandria concluded at the beginning of the third century “Only God knows” the author.  

 

One theologian says with absolute authority that Paul did not write it while others emphatically state that Paul 

must have written Hebrews. The author, whoever he was, knew Paul well and was a friend of Timothy. He was 

a teacher in one of the churches. He was a Jew and a Levite and would have had the depth of knowledge about 

Jewish religious life revealed in this letter. He was from Cyprus and would be familiar with the concepts of the 

Greek and Roman world which are expressed here.   

 

Audience: Jewish Christians at some unknown location. They seem to be members of a particular congregation 

or group of believers in one locality. They are familiar with Levitical laws, Temple worship, and the Hebrew 

institutions. The author knows them personally as does Timothy as they are expecting a visit from him.  

 

Date: Likely before the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. The Temple in Jerusalem seems to 

be still standing and functioning (10:11). The reference to Timothy’s release from prison (13:23) is a factor in 

dating the epistle. As requested in Paul’s second letter to him, Timothy may have gone to visit Paul in his final 

imprisonment and been arrested himself. Paul was arrested around A.D. 64. If these assumptions are correct, the 

letter to the Hebrews would fall somewhere between A.D. 64 and 70.
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The people to whom Hebrews was addressed were not growing spiritually. The writer seeks to encourage them 

to move ahead in their spiritual lives by showing them that in Christ they have the “better” blessings.  

 

The writer calls this document in 13:22 ‘only a short letter’. We in our terse text message age may disagree with 

the adjective (to read the letter aloud would take about an hour!). Nor does it seem too much like a letter with its 

deep theological teaching and lack of personal greetings. The letter ends with various solemn warnings about 

the dangers of falling away; the warnings come from a very personal, pastoral heart. 

 

We live in a world of illusion. Some of the deceptive illusions people are foolishly clinging to today are: 

 “There are no consequences, so do as you please.” 

 “If it feels good, it is good.” 

 “The important thing in life is to have fun.” 

 “There are no absolutes.” (Cancel culture) 

 “The older generation can’t teach you anything.” 

 “Commitment is enslavement. Stay free.” (Social justice) 
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For the modern reader, the teaching about the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, His atoning work on the cross, and 

His glorious resurrection and ascension may be difficult to study in an anything goes culture. To the 

contemporary reader this letter comes with a relevant word of challenge to Christians in danger of compromise, 

not least in our multi-faith, post-modern, ever changing tolerant not so tolerant to age. Opening up such a book 

as this will bring many surprises, both affirming and demanding for the Christian. For our age, this letter speaks 

with remarkable, often uncomfortable, relevance.
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The author makes His case that:  

 Christianity Is Better! (Heb. 1:1–3) 

 Christ Is a Better Mediator (Heb. 1–2:18) 

 Christ is better than Moses (Heb. 3:1–4:16) 

 Christ is a better High Priesthood (Heb. 5:1–8:6) 

 In Christ is a better Covenant (Heb. 8:7–13) 

 In Christ is a better Sanctuary (Heb. 9:1–12) 

 In Christ is a better Sacrifice (Heb. 9:13–10:18) 

 Christ offers better Promises (Heb. 10:19–11:40) 

 Stand Fast! (Heb. 12:1–13:19) 

 Conclusion (Heb. 13:20–25)
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The key words are “better” and “perfect” and the main message of Hebrews is summarized in 3:6 and 6:1: “hold 

to their faith” (3:6) and “go on to maturity” (6:1).  
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