
1 
 

HEBREWS CHAPTER EIGHT 

A Better Promise, A Better Covenant 

  

As people age, there is always a tendency to glamorize the past. When you recall the particular temptation of 

the Hebrew Christians to whom this letter was written, to go back to the old ways of the Jewish faith, we can 

begin to understand the force of chapters 8 and 9, seen by the writer as the pivot of the book. Here he begins ‘to 

crown the argument’, introducing it with, ‘The point of what we are saying is this …’ (v. 1a). 

  

Having proved that Christ’s heavenly priesthood is of a better order, the writer now shows that this priesthood 

ministers through a better covenant. The Levitical priests ministered according to the Old Covenant that God 

had made with Israel at Sinai. The very fact that God calls it an “Old Covenant” by introducing a “New 

Covenant” proves that the old Levitical priesthood has been done away by the Cross. To prevent his readers 

from going back to Aaron and the Old Covenant, the writer in chapter 8 proves the New Covenant’s 

superiority.
[1]

 

 

A BETTER PROMISE vs. 1-6 

A promise is a declaration by one person to another that something will or will not be done, giving the person to 

whom it is made the right to expect the performance of whatever has been specified. Within the pages of 

scripture, we see many examples of promises that people give either to one another or to God, but the promises 

that God gives to humanity are far more significant. These divine promises are trustworthy because the one who 

gives them can perform that which He has promised.
[2]

 

  

Christ had sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven. The idea that Christ was seated 

comes from Psalm 110:1. The fact of sitting down means Jesus’ task was done, the job is finished. His 

sacrificial ministry reached completion when He offered Himself on the cross. By contrast, the priests of 

Aaron’s line always stood in God’s presence without sitting. Their act of standing was because the task 

remained incomplete; there were more offerings required. 

  

Christ was a priest who served in the true tabernacle, set up by the Lord, not by man. The ministry of priests in 

the earthly tabernacle presented pictures and symbols a mere shadow of the truly effective priestly ministry 

Jesus performed in heaven. A shadow reflects another object. Christ did not deal with pictures and symbols nor 

was Christ a shadow. Christ’s ministry is a better promise both because of who He is and what He does. Jesus’ 

Heavenly High Priesthood carries on a far greater priestly ministry than any earthly priest enjoyed.
[3]

 To go 

back to the Old Covenant meant forsaking the realities of heaven for earthly imitations. How much greater it is 

to have a heavenly High Priest ministering in a heavenly sanctuary. 

  

God had established Jesus’ ministry on better promises. Better promises produce a better covenant. Christ was 

the mediator of the new covenant. The mediator has the job of keeping two parties linked in fellowship. 

 

A BETTER COVENANT vs. 7-13 

The failure of the first covenant at Sinai demanded the institution of a second covenant. This did not suggest 

that the Law itself had flaws, but that the experience of human beings under the Law was faulty. The Law could 

reveal sin, but it could not remove it. It could not justify or save sinners. The problem was with the people who 

lacked the power to obey the Law (Rom. 7:7–12).  God introduced a new agreement or covenant. This 

statement became the signal for the author of Hebrews to use Jeremiah 31 to explain the new covenant which 

God had begun. 
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This section of scripture begins with a quotation from Jeremiah 31:31–34. God had initiated the first covenant 

in sovereignly leading His people from captivity in Egypt. Even though God took the initiative, the covenant 

did not last. God does not find fault with the Old Covenant, but with the people themselves. The failure could 

not be blamed on any weakness in the Old Covenant but the weakness of human nature. It is here, then, that 

grace steps in; what the Law could not do because of man’s weakness, God accomplished through the Cross. 

Six times in vv. 8–13 God says, “I will.” This is grace! The Old Covenant was a yoke of bondage, demanding 

perfect obedience. But the New Covenant emphasizes what God will do for His people, not what they must do 

for Him. 

  

Why is the New Covenant a “Better Promise?” Because the promise of the New Covenant involves an inner 

change of the heart. The Old Covenant was written with the finger of God on tablets of stone, but the New 

Covenant is written by the Spirit on the human heart and mind. An external law can never change a person; it 

must become a part of the inner life if it is to change our behavior. 

  

The new covenant offers intimacy and a relationship with God. Fellowship with God is direct and immediate. 

God would not appoint any class of priests to teach others, but all would know Him. The Holy Spirit, who 

teaches all things, will introduce all believers to a close walk with God (John 14:26). 

  

The statement that God would remember their sins no more reassured sinners that God’s forgiveness was 

complete. God, unlike human beings, does not say, “I will forgive, but I will not forget.” God promises to forget 

our sins. The ground of forgiveness was not human repentance but Jesus’ sacrificial death. Only the death of 

Jesus could provide full assurance that God has wiped away sins and made believers righteous in His sight. God 

took the initiative to give sinners His grace and mercy. Because God dealt with sins, the blessings of knowing 

Him and serving Him with power become possible. 

  

Verse 13 concludes the chapter by reminding us that whatever grows old eventually disappears.  People are 

born, grow, age, and die. Life is transient. Jeremiah had announced the demise of the old covenant six hundred 

years earlier, but its death took time. When these words in Hebrews were written, the Jerusalem Temple was 

likely still standing but not for long. About this time, Roman legions were being readied for their invasion of 

Palestine (a.d. 70). The phrase “ready to vanish away” indicates that when the Temple is leveled the earthly 

priestly activities cease. But the New Covenant, like the priesthood of Christ, would endure forever.
 [4]
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