
A Better Hope, A Better Priest

What's In a Priest?
From our earlier lessons, we know that Jesus was a “Better high Priest”  Chapter 7 continues
this thought and explains more about Melchizedek and Jesus as the better high priest.  But what
does that mean and why is it important?  More information on the High Priest is a good pace to
start.

A priest is one who mediates between God and sinful man and vice versa.  Some other names
are:
Anointed priest (Leviticus 4:3). The priest who is chief among his brethren (Leviticus 21:10),
chief priest (2 Chronicles 26:20).  God commands there to be priests in Exodus 28:1-4 and it is
fulfilled in Leviticus 8.

Read Leviticus 8 and Exodus 28:1-4
Earlier in Exodus God references priests, but they are forbidden from seeing Him at Mt
Sinai. It is the estab;ishment of the Aaronic priesthood. God told Moses to bring Aaron
with him up to Mt Sinai but only Moses was allowed to approach Exodus 19  Come back
with Aaron
The Israelites have been delivered from Egypt and now God is setting up laws, rules for
interaction  and the priesthood was part of this
Urim and Thummim Exodus 28:15
Israel was called to be a priestly nation.  That means representative between God and the
world.  Priests were set aside men for a set aside people.  They were the critical
component for restoring the peace that sin had broken
Because God is holy and set apart as Creator, He cannot be around our sin at all
Leviticus 10 - the burning of the sons

The High Priest served for life.  (Numbers 25:11 - 13)  The High Priest was particularly set apart.
(Leviticus 21:10-15)  He had to avoid impurity  by contact with the dead, including his parents.
He could not leave the sanctuary, and could not show outward signs of mourning.   The High
priest was always ritually pure and ready to serve the Lord. If the High Priest sinned, he brought
guilt upon the whole people. (Leviticus 4:3)  The High Priests also had special clothing again
setting them apart.  (Exodus 28)

God is holy and cannot be around our sin.  Through the priests, He set up a way to allow right
relationship to be restored.  Absent the priests, Israel would not have this restoration.

Hebrews 7
A Better Priesthood

While we explored Melchizedek previously, there are a few things we should observe.

Review of Tom’s notes



When considering Genesis 14 and the other scriptures about Melchizedek we learn: 1.
Melchizedek is an authority figure. The associations are both royal (king of Salem) and
priestly (priest of God Most High). As a person with authority, he pronounces a blessing.
2. Melchizedek is an agent of peace. As the king of Salem (peace) he did not participate in
the conflict of the other kings. 3. Melchizedek is a host, bringing out “bread and wine” to
Abram. The symbolism in the bread and wine is a foreshadow of Christ death and adds to
the mystery of how this could be present so early in the Bible. 4. Melchizedek is a foil to
the king of Sodom. Melchizedek speaks well and uses gracious poetry, while the king of
Sodom speaks in short, ineloquent and uncouth terms: “Give me people. You take
goods.” 3

Verses 1-3 Melchizedek Part 2
Lets add to this.  Melchizedek was separated from the Aaronite priests in that he was also a
king and not even Aaron could make that claim.  The name Melchizedek also meant righteous
or King of Righteousness. Taking the descriptors of righteousness and peace (Salem or
Shalom) gives us a picture of Melchizedek’s character. What does the Bible say about this
combination?
Isaiah 32:17 - Psalm 865:10 - James 3;17

There are even more distinctions between the Aaronite priests and Melchizedek.  Melchizedek
was worthy of receiving a tithe from the great ancestor Abraham.   Because the line of Aaron
came from the loin of Abraham, this establishes Melchizedek as greater than the Aaronite
priests.  Melchizedek was greater than Abraham, for it was  the custom that blessing flowed
from the superior to the inferior, or the  one held higher to the one lower.  A Father would give
his blessing to his son, not the reverse.  What is important here is that Abraham accepted the
blessing and subjected himself to Melchizedek’s authority.

Verses 11-19
Throw Some Dirt On It! No Dirt? The Law Will Do!
The law was never God’s ultimate plan for redemption.
The Aaronite priests sometimes sinned, There was an atonement that could be made for that
sin. God made a provision.  He had to do something more.  There needed to be a better priest
even then.The Aaronite priests derived their authority from the law.  As a result, something
needed to change to have a new high priest capable of fulfilling God’s redemptive plan for man.
A better High Priest could therefore not be in the order of the Aaronite priest, but in the order of
Melchizedek. A noteworthy verse if verse 19

Teleiosis is the greek word used throughout Hebrews meaning perfect / perfections /perfecting.
Properly used, this word means completed or finished. Because both the Aaronite priests and
the law were imperfect the Aaronite priest could not complete God’s work in the redemption of
man.  If we remember some of our old Testament study, the law was designed to help man
understand right and wrong. (Galatians 3:19)
Galatians - The Law vs the Gospel.  Peter vs Paul. Justified by Jesus not by law.



Verses 20-21
Hmmmm… Let’s Just Go to Psalms 110
This is God the Father speaking to God the Son.  In verse 4  we see the reference to
Mechilzedek and his priesthood.  We see this made as an oath.  Jesus’ priesthood is
established not by robes, sacrifices or any Aaronite method, but through the oath of the Lord.
This makes Jesus the Better High Priest.

vs 22  - 28
As a Better Priest, Jesus:

- Is our eternal priest .Melchizedek does not have a recorded beginning or end, neither
does Jesus have any beginning nor end

- Jesus continually intercedes for us because he cannot die. He is always able to save.
- Jesus is perfect and faultless and as such fulfilled the law. No offering for His sin will

need to be made. What better representative than one who is perfect?
- Jesus is exalted above the heavens. Who could be a better representative than one

exalted above the heavens?

Sin has always separated us from God.  We need a High Priest to go before us, to represent us.
What the Jewish Christians struggled with, we have the blessing of knowing definitively today.
Jesus is a better High Priest.


