
HEBREWS 10 – A Better Sacrifice Part I 

Hebrews 10:1-18 

 

After all the centuries, gone in one fell swoop were animal sacrifice, the historic priesthood, and temple 

regulations. Calvary has changed everything. Through the unique sacrifice of Christ on the cross, believers have 

been set apart as holy people and because of the power of that event, they are being sanctified. 

 

Jeremiah urged his readers to ‘stand at the crossroads and look.” This is what the Lord says: “Stand by the 

roadways and look. Ask about the ancient paths:  Which is the way to what is good? Then take it and find rest 

for yourselves. But they protested, “We will not!” Jeremiah 6:16 (HCSB) Jeremiah’s words echo through the 

centuries and the author of Hebrews picks up this idea by challenging his readers to “stand at the crossroads and 

look.”1  

 

CHRIST SACRIFICE TAKES AWAY SIN vv. 1-4 

The difference between BC and AD was dramatic. Before Christ, all was in shadow awaiting the light of 

fulfilment. Sacrifices had to be repeated endlessly — ‘year after year’ for the ritual of the Day of Atonement 

and ‘day after day’ for the regular temple sacrifices. It all demonstrated that nothing of lasting value had been 

affected. The OT rituals dealt only with external things and ceremonial uncleanness. Sacrifices produced a 

“remembrance of sins” but not a remission of sins. The NT, in the Lord’s Supper, we remember Christ, not our 

sins (1 Cor. 11:24; Luke 22:19), because He has forgotten our sins.2 

 

The old way of worship had its own merit for its own times. It preached symbolically the very great sinfulness 

of sin and it majored on the shedding of blood as the divine answer. But there was no assurance of cleansing 

done, of forgiveness received. What was true before Christ is still true without Christ. These Hebrew believers, 

with so much to remind them of the old ways, needed to turn their minds afresh to gospel truths. 

 

CHRIST’S OBEDIENT SELF-SACRIFICE vv. 5-10 

God has set aside all the Hebrew sacrifices which could never take away sins; Jesus Christ came to do what 

those sacrifices could never do. But in order for Jesus to die, He had to come to earth as a man in a body of 

flesh. Verse 5 quotes Ps. 40:6, Jesus Christ came in a prepared body; He was born of the Virgin Mary, 

conceived by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Jesus Christ came in a prepared body, a body that was not tainted by sin. Though He felt all the sinless 

infirmities of flesh (hunger, pain, weariness, death), He never shared in the sinful weaknesses of flesh. If Jesus 

Christ did not have a sinless nature, then He could not be the Savior of the world. 

 

Behind Psalm 40 is the great truth that God requires not some substitute offering, but our very lives: ‘Then I 

said, “Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your will, O God”’ (v. 7). In that 

spirit, Jesus offered His life to the Father. It was the principle which ever motivated Him and which He 

maintained at great cost all the way to Calvary. The story of His wrestling in prayer in the garden of 

Gethsemane is a vivid illustration of that cost.  

 

The author referred to the setting aside of the Old-Covenant sacrifices which did not ultimately satisfy God. 

What was established was God’s will, and it was by that will that we have been made holy through the sacrifice 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
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For all in every age, including ours, who have been called to pay the ultimate price of allegiance to Jesus, here 

is the greatest place of encouragement. We are not alone. Over every call to obey against every instinct of 

comfort and peace is the phrase ‘not my will but yours’. 

 

CHRIST SACRIFICE NEED NEVER BE REPEATED vv. 11-18 

Levite priests could never sit down on the job since their sacrificial services were never completed. The priest 

stands daily; Christ has sat down. Christ’s sitting at the right hand of God is a signal that He can now 

confidently await final victory over His enemies (Psalm 110:1). The priest offered the same sacrifices often; 

Christ offered one sacrifice (Himself) once. Thus, by a single sacrifice in contrast with the many sacrifices 

offered by the priests, day after day, He has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 

 

At the foot of that cross Christian believers have been set apart. “The sanctified” have a status in God’s 

presence that is “perfect” in the sense that they approach Him with the full acceptance gained through the death 

of Christ.3 By one offering God has given a right standing, that is perfected, forever to those who have been set 

apart through faith in Christ. The OT sacrifices produced a remembrance of sins, but Christ’s sacrifice makes 

possible remission of sins. Remission means “sending away.” Our sins have been pardoned and sent away 

forever.  On the annual Day of Atonement (Lev. 16), the high priest confessed the sins of the nation over the 

head of the scapegoat, and then the goat was led off to be lost in the wilderness. This is what Christ did with our 

sins. There is no more suffering for sin because there is no more remembrance of sin. 

 

In one sense, Christ’s work is all done, and the ascension message is that God the Father has accepted His 

sacrifice on the cross. In Hebrews, the resurrection is mentioned only once, in the doxology of 13:20, whereas 

the ascension dominates the whole book. 

 

The words “made holy” mean “sanctify.” Here it occurs in a tense that makes it plain, along with the rest of the 

statement, that the sanctification is an accomplished fact.4All the tenses of salvation are present here, not least 

because verse 14 speaks of believers ‘being made holy’, a present, continuing work. In answer to the now rarely 

asked question, ‘Are you saved?’, we can correctly say ‘I am … I am being … I shall be saved.’ 
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