
FBC Wednesday NIght Bible Study - Hebrews 11 - Hall of Faith  6/16/21 

 

Verse 1 

Faith is the reality 

Reality is something that we  know to be true.  It is undoubtable.  Reality has substance.  It is not an 

idea of things but the actual thing. 

 

Faith is the proof  

Evidence or argument establishing a fact or the truth of a statement 

 

Reality and proof are things we establish using our senses or reason.  Even reason can be resolved in 

a physical sense through experiments 

 

Faith is the sense we use to make sense of the non physical world.  Our eyes don’t work for the 

knowledge of angels.  Our reason doesn’t work when it comes to healing. Eve smelled the Holy Spirit?  

The sense that allows us to perceive these realities is faith. 

 

Faith is the thing that allowed people to do and obey.  Without knowing what would happen the 

ancestors were assured of God’s outcome using faith. For a people who were challenged to go back to 

the old way, a little assurance is provided. 

 

Verse 3 

Understand means to perceive the meaning of.  Understands means to interpret or view in a particular 

way.  The way to understand the meaning of the words “by God’s command” is through faith.  It is the 

way that we perceive that something came from nothing.  The sense of faith allows us to perceive, to 

sense and to understand that the seen came from the unseen. 

 

Verse 4 Abel - First Faith 

The beginning of things are important.  The writer establishes for the reader that faith was present at 

the very beginning.  Nothing in the Genesis record establishes that the substance of the sacrifice made 

one superior to the other.  We know that one was accepted.    It is because ABels sacrifice was of the 

heart.  Made to worship and honor God.  The sacrifice wasn’t made out of ritual nor requirement.  This 

is what the writer is clarifying.  It was faith that made him approved as righteous. 

 

Verse 5 Enoch - Full Faith  

Enoch was also testified to be pleasing to God.  It was through his faith that he believed and sought 

God.  Hois faith was whole and complete 

 

Verse 7 Noah Faith Despite the World 

While Noah was building the Ark, the people were eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage 

(Matthew 24:37 - 38) Noah was a preacher of the gospel.  2 Peter 2:5, so we know he had interaction 

with people who surely would have questioned this building of an Ark. Although the Bible doesn't 

specifically say that Noah was mocked or called foolish, it is reasonable to infer that had some others 

had Noah’s faith they would have been chosen to be saved too. 

 

Verse 8 -10 Abraham: An Imperfectly Perfect Faith 



It would be easy for Abram to have questioned God’s plan.  He turned his back on everything he knew 

to leave Ur and live in a land he didn’t know.  It would be easy to question whether he heard God 

properly.  And we know that Arbrahams faith wasn't perfect, but it was abiding.  It remained and 

endured.  This was an important affirmation for the backsliding Jewish Christian.   

 

Verse 11 -12 and 17-19 A Settled Faith 

Sarah had determined that God was able and faithful to do what He said he would do even though it 

didn't seem possible.  For backsliding Jewish Christians who just couldn't see how the whole Jesus 

narrative could work based on what they knew and their life experience, this was a good message. 

Abraham believed that as well.  God gave the promise of many nations thorough his son Isaac and a 

settled faith allowed him to offer Isaac as sacrifice on account that God would have a plan.   

 

Verses 13 - 16 An All In Faith 

The examples above were people who all died in faith.  They never saw the promise of what God 

promised.  They never saw the multitudes that God promised.  They never saw the promised land, but 

believed.  They had an all in faith.  What they could not see physically, they saw through faith. 

 

Verses 20-22 A Faithful Example 

Abraham's sons made many of the same fleshly mistakes as Abraham.  But Abraham’s sons also saw 

the example of the and the example was also passed down.  Though they acted foolishly, these men 

ultimately also acted in faith. 

 

Verses 23 - 29 Convincing Faith 

The heroes of faith story would be incomplete without mentioning Moses. Moses’ parents saw that he 

was special and in faith disobeyed Pharaoh.  In faith they sent him up the river not knowing what would 

come.  In faith, Moses chose to trade in his royal life for life with his people.  The demonstration of faith 

was not in his choosing, because he knew he was going to a worse situation.  The faith was in the 

uncertainty he stepped into.  What would God’s plan be for an oppressed people?  How would things 

go?  Moses not only stepped away from royalty, but stepped into uncertainty. 

 

Verses 30-32 A Faithful People With Sanctifying faith 

In faith, Israel was obedient and brought down the walls of Jericho with trumpets.  The faith was not 

simply that the marching and trumpets would work.  The faith was also in the fact that they had crossed 

the Jordan and due to flooding could not cross back over.  There was no retreat. 

Rahab’s faith set her apart from all of the other folks in town just as the numerous heroes of faith the 

writer continues to list.  These are the stories upon which their old faith is built and the writer uses it to 

encourage the old and modern reader of the surety of their faith. 

 

Verses 33-38 Real World Results from Belief in the Unseen 

There is a real world tangible result to our faith when we apply it to our circumstances.  In being faithful 

our faith produces a witness. 

 

Verses 39-40 The Summation 

Not having received the promises or even being able to see the results of the promises.  Therefore, we 

who have received the promise have all the more reason to be faithful, both the Jewish Christians  

 

 


