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HEBREWS: Who Was Melchizedek? 

Genesis 14 

 

When reading Abram’s story in Genesis, we may find him settling a boundary dispute one day and another day 

he is gearing up for a battle. This is where we enter into Abram’s story. Genesis 14 records the first war 

mentioned in the Bible, and it would not be included here had it not involved Abram. This chapter teaches about 

history and faith as well as introducing Melchizedek who is both a priest and a king.   

 

THE WAR OF THE KINGS vv. 1-16 

The record of the battle of the four kings against the five describes a typical “international” skirmish in the 

ancient world in which nations formed a coalition to plunder and subjugate areas near their border. Four Eastern 

kings invaded the Jordan Valley near the Salt Sea (Dead Sea) and plundered five Jordanian kings. 

 

The kings looted Sodom and, in the process, captured Lot. Lot’s capture was the means of Abram being drawn 

into the conflict. Abram had a covenant with Mamre the Amorite and his brothers Eshcol and Aner. Historically 

the relationship between the descendants of Abram and the Amorites was adversarial at best and frequently 

combative. Here the covenant worked in favor of Abram, for these Amorites had to fight with him.  

 

Abram mustered his 318 trained men and together with his allies pursued and defeated the invaders in a night 

attack. Abram brought back Lot, his possessions, family, and other captives. This was a striking victory for the 

patriarch over four leading kings in the region. Up to this point, he was “Abram, the Hebrew”, which means 

“the outsider, the person with no secure place in society.” Now Abram the Hebrew is recognized as clan leader; 

he was thus a force to be reckoned with among the nations.  

 

The victory was attributed to Abram, but later Melchizedek attributed the victory to God as part of God’s 

blessing on the patriarch. Faith in and obedience to God were prerequisites to victory.
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MORE THAN A HISTORY LESSON: The Purpose of the War of the Kings 

Whatever purposes the kings may have had in this war, God had something special in mind for Lot: he became 

a prisoner of war. Lot had looked at Sodom and moved toward Sodom, and now he was living in Sodom. You 

might not guess it from his conduct, but Lot was a righteous man (2 Peter 2:6–8). Where did he fail? 

 

Scripture does not record that Lot ever built an altar and sought the Lord, as did his uncle Abram. Abram was 

the friend of God, but Lot was the friend of the world. In time, Lot conformed to the world; when Sodom lost 

the war, Lot was carried away with those condemned with the world. Lot’s capture was God’s way of 

reminding him that he had no business living in Sodom.  

 

While believers must not compromise with the unsaved in matters of spiritual walk and ministry, they may 

cooperate when it comes to caring for humanity and “promoting the general welfare.” When you see that people 

are in trouble, you do not ask them for a testimony before helping them. Sacrificial service is one way of 

showing the love of Christ to others.  

 

Though a man of peace, Abram was prepared for war. When you consider the characteristics of Abram’s army, 

you see what it takes in the spiritual realm to have victory over the world. 
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1. They were born in his house. Our first birth made us children of Adam, and he was a loser; but our   

second birth makes us children of God, and Jesus Christ is the Victor.  

2. They were armed. It takes more than zeal and courage to win a war: You need effective equipment. The 

Christian’s uniform is the armor of God (Eph. 6:10–18). The Word of God and prayer are our two most 

effective weapons, and we use them by faith.  

3. They were trained. If the soldiers are not trained, they will be easily defeated. The local church is to train 

God’s people how to use the Bible effectively, how to pray, and how to recognize the enemy. The better 

you know your Bible, the better you are equipped to fight the battle (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

4. They believed in their leader. Abram and his allies rode 120 miles to make a surprise attack on the four 

kings, and they won a complete victory. The spiritual application is clear: If God’s people expect to 

defeat their enemies, they must trust the Lord and obey His orders.  

5. They were united. There were not three armies with three leaders; there was one army, and Abram was 

in charge. If God’s people today were united in love, what victories we would win!  

6. They were single-minded. Their goal was not personal revenge or private gain, but victory over the 

enemy so that the captives might be freed. Our singular focus should always be the Gospel.
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WHO WAS MELCHIZEDEK?  

Melchizedek is something of a mystery as his story is told in a mere three verses. He seems to come out of 

nowhere to play his role on the stage of biblical history and as suddenly as he appears he is gone. In a book 

(Genesis) filled with genealogies and ancestral notations, the absence of this man’s family record is peculiar. 

The ambiguity of Melchizedek has allowed scholars, for centuries, to differ on who and what his role is in the 

biblical narrative. Some believe he was a historical person; some feel he (and his story) is allegorical; others 

suggest he was part of pagan folklore and the Hebrews stole and then crafted the story to support Hebrew oral 

tradition; he has been likened with the archangel Michael, the champion of universal righteousness and finally, 

others suggest he was an appearance of the pre-incarnate Christ (a theophany). In ancient rabbi teachings 

Melchizedek traces his lineage through Noah’s son Shem. He is also mentioned in the Dead Sea Scrolls.   

 

When considering Genesis 14 and the other scriptures about Melchizedek we learn:   

1. Melchizedek is an authority figure. The associations are both royal (king of Salem) and priestly (priest 

of God Most High). As a person with authority, he pronounces a blessing.   

2. Melchizedek is an agent of peace. As the king of Salem (peace) he did not participate in the conflict of 

the other kings.  

3. Melchizedek is a host, bringing out “bread and wine” to Abram. The symbolism in the bread and wine is 

a foreshadow of Christ death and adds to the mystery of how this could be present so early in the Bible.  

4. Melchizedek is a foil to the king of Sodom. Melchizedek speaks well and uses gracious poetry, while the 

king of Sodom speaks in short, ineloquent and uncouth terms: “Give me people. You take goods.”
 3

  

 

THE BLESSING BY MELCHIZEDEK vv. 17-24 

Two kings met Abram on his return from the battle, and they could not possibly have been more different. He 

was met by Bera, King of Sodom (“burning”), and Melchizedek, King of Salem (“peace”). Abram had to 

choose between two kings who represented two opposite ways of life.  
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Abram’s encounter with these two kings is chiastic:  

(a) The king of Sodom met Abram (Gen. 14:17).  

(b) The king of Salem met Abram (v. 18).  

(b) The king of Salem blessed Abram (vv. 19–20).  

(a) The king of Sodom offered Abram a deal (v. 21).  

 

Bera, the king of Sodom was a wicked man over a wicked empire; Bera represented the dominion of this world 

system with its appeal to the flesh. Bera means “gift,” suggesting that the world bargains for your allegiance. 

But Sodom means “burning,” so be careful how you choose! If you bow down to Bera, everything you live for 

will burn up one day. That is what happened to Lot! Abram could have reasoned that God was seeking to bless 

him by means of this offer. But he could not bring himself to equate the blessing of God with the best that 

Sodom had to offer.  

 

In contrast with the wicked city of Sodom and its king Bera was Melchizedek.  Melchizedek had something 

better to offer Abraham: the blessing of the “Most High God, possessor of heaven and earth.” Bera, offered a 

most appealing deal. But Abram lived by the blessing of the Lord, not the bribery of the world. So, when 

Abraham rejected king Bera and accepted the blessing of Melchizedek, he was making a statement of faith, 

saying, “Take the world, but give me God” (the Christian says, “take the world, but give me Jesus!”). 

 

Why would it have been wrong for Abram to take the spoils? After all, didn’t he risk his life and the lives of his 

retainers to defeat the invading kings and rescue the prisoners? The simple answer is, if he kept any of Sodom’s 

loot it would make him subject to Bera. The deeper deals with Abram’s character. Legally, Abram had every 

claim to the spoils; but morally, they were out of bounds. The is the application for the church today. Many 

things in this world are legal as far as courts are concerned but morally wrong as far as God’s people are 

concerned; others may, you cannot.
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