First Baptist Church of Rancho Cordova

10720 Coloma Road
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Annual Valentine
Banquet

Newsletter

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF RANCHO CORDOVA

February 2014

February 8th, 2014
5:30 pm
Catered Dinner
Tickets $15.00 per person
Purchase your tickets
from
Darla Crowder
Linda Tilton

Joann Sprankle
Come join us for and evening of
fun and fellowship!

MAY GOD BLESS YOU
The Bible abounds in pictures of blessing: blessings promised, blessings conferred, or blessings received.
Though typically pronounced by a pastor, minister, or deacon, the source of all blessings is ultimately from
God. In the Bible, the things that make for blessedness range from the physical to the spiritual, from the
earthly to the heavenly.
God’s blessing is continuously seen both on creation and through creation to all of humanity (Psalms 104). Natural abundance is
one of the leading images of God’s blessing in the Bible. It is a universal blessing, not limited to believers in God; as Jesus noted,
God “makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matthew 5:45). This statement is
startling when you consider the opposite, God withholds the rain from the just and the unjust. With the present lack of rain in our
region, one could draw the conclusion we are experiencing the result of some old fashioned, Old Testament conditional covenant.
God’s blessings are founded in His many covenants. Abraham’s covenant included all families of the earth, “… by you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3). With each of God’s covenants there is a direct connection to His blessings; Old
Testament covenants stressed that the people were to be obedient and with obedience would come continuing blessings. These
Old Testament conditional blessings should not make us see God as some kind of heavy handed task Master. Rather, in all of the
Old Testament covenants and promised blessings we see the grace of God; it is His grace that leads Him to bless His
people. Moses explains that God’s blessing is only a result of His love (Deuteronomy 7:6–16). “He will love you and bless you and
multiply you; He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your new wine and your oil, the
increase of your herd and the young of your flock, in the land which He swore to your forefathers to give you.” Deuteronomy 7:13
Today, we consciously or unconsciously associate being blessed with happiness and are dependent upon our circumstances.
Our understanding of “happiness” is a diluted version of the joy taught by Jesus. God’s happiness or joy is dependent on the
assurance of God’s blessing, not on current circumstances.
Jesus pronounces blessing on those who suffer; this is clearly taught in His Sermon on the Mount, and specifically in what we
know as the “Beatitudes.” Jesus identified kingdom servants as those who, by outward circumstances, were to be most pitied,
but who, according to present and future reality, were to be most envied. In any century, a person who is poor or suffers has little
reason to be happy, based on outward circumstances. Jesus, however, clarified in the first words of His sermon that He was not
speaking of physical poverty, but spiritual poverty: poor in spirit. The beginning of repentance is the recognition of one’s spiritual
bankruptcy—one’s inability to become righteous on one’s own. The blessing or happiness that belongs to the poor in spirit is because such a person is acknowledging their need for a source of salvation outside themselves.
These Beatitudes are not separate, little statements intended to be hung on wall plaques in our homes. They are so much more
than cute, memorable phrases. They are rock solid truths for living. While each Beatitude stands on its own, each is linked to the
one following it; each builds on the previous one.
Today we pass out “blessings” like they’re candy, to the point that it is possible to have lost sight of the significance of the words
that are coming out of our mouth; thus, the motivation for my topic this month. As the Pastor, I am often (almost daily) called
upon to pray for individuals and most often that prayer will include asking for God’s blessing. It can seem to become routine at
best and redundant at worst.
Let me share my friend Skip’s take on what it means to offer God’s blessing. “Now please understand, this is no flippant slogan to
me. I have a very personal relationship with My Lord. He has shown great love and care for me, and has proven He listens to me
when I call on Him. So when I call on Him to bless you, I am calling on the Almighty God of all creation, the Sustainer of all that is, to
pause, as it were, for a moment; to focus special attention to you – to your care and sustenance, and to the needs that only He can
know that you have! And also that you may know that He has, indeed, blessed you, for His glory! That is what I mean when I say,
“God Bless You!””
When I fall into the trap of redundancy I will read Skip’s words that he expressed so well in a blessing to his son Daniel. It is short,
to the point and spot on true! I will close this article with the words of the Apostle Paul, “Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy
kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all.”
God Bless You,
Pastor Tom

February 2
Regular Schedule
February 3rd
Mobil Home Park Bible Study
February 5th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise; Youth Meet
February 8th
Valentine Banquet

2/9
2/11
2/11
2/13
2/18
2/21
2/23
2/24
2/26
2/27

February 9th
Regular Schedule
February 10th
Mobil Home Park Bible Study
February 10-15
Pastor attending a Seminar

Armani Edwards
Don Beireis
Bill Ferrell
Jeannie Alterman-Brown
Richard Murdock
Chad Crowder
Stephanie Leonguerrero
Melissa (Lisa) Humble
Igor Tsygankov
Marie Barnes

February 12th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise; Youth Meet
February 16th
Regular Schedule
February 17th
President’s Day ~ Office Closed
February 19th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise;
Youth Meet;

;

Ron & Bert Armstrong 2/1/1958
John & Kathy Sornberger2/10/1968
Joe & Schary Coward 2/14/1952

February 23rd
Regular Schedule ~ David Black in the pulpit
February 24th
Mobil Home Park Bible Study
February 26th
Winter Bible Study ~ Prayer & Praise; ; Youth Meet; &
BAC Meeting
February 28th
Neighborhood Meals

JOIN US FOR AWANA

Each Sunday Evening ~
5-7:00 pm
A program for children age 5
through grade 6
Uniforms, Fun, Games, Bible Stories,
Contests, and more!
Call the church office
@ 635-4672

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary,
Please update the information by calling the office or putting the
information on a “People Card”.
Thank You

No news
From the WMU Director……
Week of prayer for
Annie Armstrong begins March 2nd
Envelopes & literature will be in the pew
racks.

Neighborhood Meals
February 28th 5:30 pm
Cordova Neighborhood Church
Interested in this ministry?
Contact Karla Wilson 635-4672

We at First Baptist Church are a loving Christian
fellowship that would enjoy helping you find God’s
purpose for your life, a life filled with His power.
Listed below are some activities provided for
you and your family here at First Baptist church. We
hope you will take advantage of a program, that will
best suit your needs.
Because Jesus is alive today, God’s purpose for
your life is still unchangeable. God has a purpose for
your life that He wants to share with you.
Won’t you come and learn with us what God has in
store for you?
Sunday:
9:00 am Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am Morning Worship
5:00 pm AWANA Club

Dr. Dennis Swanberg
“The Swan”
Wednesday:
6:00 - 7:00 pm Bible Study with Prayer & Praise time
America’s Minister of Encouragement
& Youth Meet
will be Appearing at First Baptist Church of Rancho Cordova
Other ongoing events include:
Fantastic Fellowship
a Seniors ministry with trips and activities
WMU (Women’s Mission Union)
~ supporting various missions

First Baptist Church of Rancho Cordova

10720 Coloma Road
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

10720 Coloma Road, Rancho Cordova; 95670

7:00 pm March 15, 2014 Tickets $15.
You can purchase your tickets from our office,
or check out our website
www.fbcrancho.org for more information.
You will be blessed!
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