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WHY IS DOCTRINE IMPORTANT? 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Theologian Charles Ryrie tells the story of his grandsons, then ages ten and six, learning that their aunt was 

going to have a baby girl, their immediate response was a loud and disgusted “Yuck.” When the beautiful baby 

girl was born, their mother brought them to the hospital to see their new cousin. Both of them could hardly wait 

to hold the baby, and each took several turns doing just that. Indeed, neither wanted to give her up. Upon 

leaving the hospital, they both said to their mother, “We sure like that baby girl.” What happened to yuck? 

  

Too many Christians have the yuck reaction to doctrine because they have never experienced the wonder and 

thrill of understanding, interacting, and embracing the doctrines (teachings) of God’s wonderful Word. 

  

THE EXCUSES AND COP-OUTS FOR NEGLECTING DOCTRINE! 

The doctrine has fallen on hard times. This is not something new or unique to our day. Each generation from the 

first-century church to our generation has struggled with the balance between doctrine and application of our 

faith. The reasons vary but the three common reasons doctrine gets shelved are: 

  

Doctrine Is Not Relevant. 

Probably the most-often-heard objection to doctrine is that it is not relevant. Experience is more important. Or 

to put it another way: doctrine is not practical. That is a shallow statement. All practice must be based on sound 

Bible doctrine, and all Bible doctrine is expected to result in proper practice. Sound doctrine and biblical 

experiences have to be wedded. You must not have one without the other. 

  

Relevant means “to have a significant and demonstrable bearing on the matter at hand.” Practical means “to 

relate to practice.” Accusing doctrine of irrelevance or impracticality misuses both terms and assumes the Bible 

itself is irrelevant and impractical. 

  

Never forget what the Bible claims for itself. “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching [very 

doctrinal], for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness [very relevant]; so that the man of God may 

be adequate, equipped for every good work [very practical]” (2 Tim. 3:16–17). The word translated adequate 

means “proficient and able to meet all demands which are placed upon one’s life.” There is nothing irrelevant or 

impractical about that. 

  

Doctrine Is Hard to Understand 

A second excuse for neglecting doctrine says that we should not press it on people since it is difficult to 

understand doctrinal teaching. To be sure, some doctrines involve difficulties in understanding them. But that 

should not keep us from trying to delve in as far as the Scriptures speak on these more complex areas. Milk 

truth is appropriate for the infant stage of Christian growth, but solid food is necessary for maturity (Heb. 5:12–

14). 

  

Doctrine Divides Believers 

A third excuse made for not emphasizing doctrine is that doctrines divide believers. That is true, but it is not a 

legitimate reason to avoid studying and understanding Bible doctrine. A lot of things divide churches and 

believers. Why are there different denominations? Simply because groups understand certain teachings of the 

Bible differently and consider those differences significant enough to form a denomination. For example, 

different views of baptism, or understanding what spiritual gifts are operative today, or different types of church 

government reflect different interpretations of various doctrines. It is not necessarily wrong to have divisions 

among believers. It can be but not always. And we need to remember that doctrinal differences also unite, and 

often that is a good thing. Our responsibility is to study, learn, teach, and preach Bible doctrine thoroughly. 

Learn it and live it. 
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SOME REASONS DOCTRINE IS IMPORTANT AND PRACTICAL 

Doctrine serves as the foundation and motivation for the Christian life. On the doctrine of our co-crucifixion 

with Christ rests the call for the total dedication of our lives (Rom. 6:1–13). Knowing that God does not show 

partiality, neither should we in respect to how we relate to rich and poor who come into the church (James 2:1–

4). The hope of our Lord’s return ought to purify our lives (1 John 3:3). Because of the love of Christ (his love 

for us and our love for Him), we let our lives be controlled by Him (2 Cor. 5:14). Knowing the doctrine of our 

future judgment, we are motivated to persuade people to receive the Lord (2 Cor. 5:10). All of these important 

Christian responsibilities are based on doctrinal truths.
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Paul Informs Timothy on the Value of Doctrine and the Last Days 

In 2 Timothy 3, the emphasis is on knowledge (doctrine) and responsibility (practical application). Paul 

informed Timothy about the character of the last days and then instructed him how to respond. Action must be 

based on knowledge. “These last days” began with the ministry of Jesus Christ (Heb. 1:1–2) and will continue 

until He returns. They are called the “last days” because God is completing His purposes for His people in 

them. 

  

Within this period of “last days” there will be “times” (seasons) of different kinds; but as the “times” draw to a 

close, they will become perilous. This word means “dangerous, hard to deal with, savage.” This is the same 

Greek word that is used to describe the two violent demoniacs of Gadara (Matt. 8:28). This suggests that the 

violence of the last times will be energized by demons (1 Tim. 4:1). It appears that evil is deeper and of greater 

intensity, and that it is being accepted and promoted by society more boldly. We are indeed in “terrible times” 

(v.1). Paul gave Timothy three instructions to obey so that his ministry might be effective during perilous times. 

1)      Turn away from the false vv. 1-9. 

2)      Follow those who are true vv. 10-12. 

3)      Continue in God’s Word vv. 13-17. 

  

Why? Because there will be deception and imitation and the only way a believer will be able to tell the 

truth from the false is by knowing the Word of God. The times are not going to get better, but we Christians can 

become better people, even in bad times. We must separate ourselves from that which is false, devote ourselves 

to that which is true, and continue in our study of the Word of God. Then God can equip us for ministry in these 

difficult days, and we will have the joy of seeing others come to a knowledge of the truth. 

  

As we approach the end of the age, it becomes increasingly important to know sound doctrine so that we do not 

give people what they want to hear to have their ears tickled instead of what they need to hear so that they will 

not be carried away from the truth of God’s Word (2 Tim. 4:1–4). 

  

Sound doctrine is, literally, healthy doctrine; therefore, to learn, teach, and preach doctrine brings spiritual 

wellness and wholeness to believers. As we study, think about, teach, preach, and live the Word of God, we 

must pay careful attention to the words we use in communicating that they are precise, clear, and exact.
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