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THE ALREADY AND THE NOT YET: 

Introduction to the Doctrine of the End Times 

  

The study of the “end times” is eschatology. Eschatology comes from the Greek word “eschatos”, meaning “last” or 

“final.” It refers to a time in the future when the course of history will be changed to such an extent that one can speak of 

an entirely new state of reality. Often it is grouped into three periods of time: 

1.      The Hebrew understanding of the end times (Old Testament). 

2.      The “intertestamental writings” or the period between the Old and New Testaments. 

3.      The New Testament. 

  

The idea of the end times is a prominent teaching in several religions including Judaism, Islam, Christianity, Eastern 

religions, and New Age teachings. In broad terms, the end times include a worldwide apocalyptic-cosmic-cataclysm 

followed by something new. Some religions place an emphasis on arriving at a state of utopian bliss. All religions offer an 

answer to the individual’s ultimate fate with the afterlife.
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 The Christian hope is not for redemption from the world (as some religions teach), but for the redemption of the world. 

With the end times comes the liberation of the whole material creation from its share in the curse of sin. Out of judgment 

will emerge a recreated universe, new heaven, and a new earth in which righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:13). The kingdom 

of God will not be built by human effort; it is God’s own act. 

  

END TIMES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The Hebrews believed that Yahweh was both a God of mercy and a God of justice, delivering people their due: salvation 

to the righteous and damnation to the unrighteous. For centuries they saw God’s justice played out in history. In contrast 

to cyclical conceptions of history, the biblical writings understand history as a linear movement towards a goal. God is 

driving history towards the ultimate fulfillment of His purposes for His creation. Biblical eschatology is not limited to the 

destiny of the individual; it concerns the consummation of the whole history of the world, towards which all God’s 

redemptive acts in history are directed. The Hebrews understood this in terms of “The Day of the Lord”, which brings 

doom as well as deliverance. 

  

The Day of the Lord 

The “Day of the Lord” is an expression used by the Old Testament to signify a time in which God actively intervenes in 

history, primarily for judgment. The final Day of the Lord is characterized in the Bible as a day of gloom, darkness, and 

judgment. Among the prophets speaking about the Day of the Lord were the prophets Amos and Hosea. The rugged Amos 

unashamedly told the Samaritan Hebrews that God’s Day would mean darkness and gloom, not light as they had hoped 

(Amos 5:18–20). Amos tended to downplay God’s mercy and compassion for sinful Israel. Hosea however, amply 

compensated. While not excluding God’s judgment, Hosea stressed God’s love for Ephraim and God’s eagerness to renew 

His people (Hos. 11). 

  

The prophet Ezekiel spoke about Judah’s new heart and spirit of obedience (Ezek. 36:22–27), its return to the land of its 

fathers, the unification of the northern and southern kingdoms (37:15–27), their resurrection from the dead (37:1–14), and 

the new temple and distribution of the land (chap. 40–48). In the same vein, the prophet Isaiah speaks of Israel’s future 

restoration (Isa. 60–62) and Judah’s reign of peace (65:13–25), concluding his message of comfort with the picture of the 

new heavens and the new earth (66:22–24). 

 

The New Testament presents a two-part message of hope and doom and links the Old Testament Day of the Lord with the 

coming of the Messiah, a link anticipated by Malachi (Mal. 3:1-7).
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END TIMES IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The New Testament reaffirms the Old Testament concept of the Day of the Lord and in the process brings clarity to the 

central figure of the end times, Jesus Christ. The Apostles applied the Day of the Lord to mean the first and second 

coming of Jesus. Christ, who by bearing the sins of the people made salvation possible (Heb. 9:26), will return one day to 

complete His work of redemption (Jas. 5:7–9; 1 Pet. 1:5). The return of Christ includes the Day of Judgment, the 

establishment of the kingdom of God, and the restoration of heaven and earth. Jesus and Paul have taught the nearness of 

Christ’s second appearance and they both cautioned against estimating a date for the second coming (Matt. 24:27, 36; 1 

Thess. 5:2). 

  

The death and resurrection of Jesus are the absolute decisive event that determines the Christian hope for the future. Jesus 

is the Savior and the Judge, the Conqueror of evil, the Agent of God’s rule, and the Mediator of God’s presence to men: 

He is Himself the fulfillment of the OT expectations of the end times. For these reasons, the Christian hope is focused on 

the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

  

The Already and the Not Yet 

The distinctive character of New Testament is the conviction that in the fullness of time God sent His Son as the definitive 

“eschatos” (last and final) act that has already taken place, though in such a way that the consummation remains still 

future. There is in New Testament eschatology both an ‘already’ of accomplished fulfillment and a ‘not yet’ of still 

outstanding promise. There is both a ‘realized’ and a ‘future’ aspect to New Testament end times. 

  

God’s redemptive work, past, present, and future:   

1.      Christ was made manifest at the end of the times (1 Pet. 1:20). 

2.      God in these last days has spoken to us by a Son (Heb. 1:2; Gal. 4:4). 

3.      Christians are those ‘upon whom the end of the ages has come (1 Cor. 10:11) 

4.      The time is nigh, “It is the last hour” (1 John. 2:18). 

  

The church lives between the “already” and the “not yet” while participating in the ongoing process of end-times 

fulfillment. The Christian lives between the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet, between the resurrection of Christ and the future 

coming of Christ.  

  

Summary Doctrines of the End Times 

 Death: The Bible teaches that all humans will die. (Rom. 5:12) 

 The Intermediate State: this refers to the condition of the person between the time of death and the resurrection. 

 The Second Coming: at the end of time Christ will return in a personal, bodily form. (Acts 1:11) 

 The Resurrection All who have died will come to life. This will be a bodily resurrection, a resumption of the 

bodily existence of each person. (John 5:28-29) 

 The Judgment: there will be a time of judgment in which the Lord will determine the spiritual condition of all 

who have lived, based on their relationship to him. (Heb 9:27) 

 The Final States: Scripture teaches the existence of heaven, a place of eternal joy, where Christians are in the 

presence of God. 

 The Millennium: many Christians believe there will be an earthly reign of Jesus Christ, called the Millennium, 

immediately preceding the final judgment. (Rev. 20:4-7)
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