
10720 Coloma Road, Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 

Phone: 916.635.4672         Fax: 916.635.4677 

NEWSLETTER    APRIL—MAY 2020 

The trip to Berlin-Ichthyosaur State Park in 

Nye County, Nevada scheduled for                

April 24—25, 2020, has been cancelled.      

Due to health concerns the exhibit building is 

closed until further notice.    

We will attempt to reschedule for this fall, when 

and if the exhibit building becomes available.   

April AWANA Events 

April      5 
 
 NO Meeting  

April     12
 
 NO Meeting  

April     19
  

NO Meeting 
  

April     26 NO Meeting  

Sacramento County & California  Shelter In Place Orders 

change our operations and procedures 

The Corona Virus has turned all of our regular routines upside 

down.  In order to do our part to keep everyone safe, we have 

complied with the state and county directives by clearing the 

activity calendar, closing the office to work from home, and 

transitioning our worship time and prayer list online.  We will 

continue until the current directive expires on May 2 or longer,  

if extended.   

 

 

Here are some of the schedule changes:  

 Worship Service Online only through May 3. 

 Sunday School Classes and AWANA’s  suspended 

through May 3. 

 Wednesday Night Service  suspended through May 6. 

 BAC Meeting on Apr il 26 @ 2:00 PM will be held by   

conference call. 

 Leadership Meeting on May 3 rescheduled to May 17. 

 WMU meeting on May 5 cancelled. 

Remember to check the online calendar for the most up to 

date information.   

Tithes and Offerings 

Wondering about your giving while you 

worship at home?  We want you to know 

that you can give online through our     

website,  fbcrancho.org.  Just click on the 

Online Giving link from the homepage to 

access the Donation Center link to the   

secure portal.  Also, if you prefer, you can 

mail your check to the church.  We are 

picking up the mail every week from the 

Post Office and will insure that your        

donation is processed promptly.   

ONLINE PRAYER LIST 

Access www.fbcrancho.org & follow Prayer List link. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church family, 
 
As the bell curve on the coronavirus flattens and we adjust to whatever the new norm is going to be, now 
is a good time to remind us of the work the church has before it. As we endeavor to do the many minis-
tries of our local church let us remember that it is a unified church that is an effective church.  
 
Max Lucado, is a gifted pastor, theologian, and author who has encouraged the body of Christ for many 
years.  I will share some of his thoughts on “unity.”  
 
God bless, 
Pastor Tom 
 
In the opening chapters of the book of Acts, Luke described the beginning of the early church, a group 
that was marked by its generosity, its unity, and its care for each other. God desires that His followers 
live in unity, generosity, and love with one another.  
 
Of all the lessons we can draws from, don’t miss the most important: Unity matters to God.  The Father 
does not want His kids to squabble.  Disunity disturbs Him. Why? Because “all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 11:35). Unity creates belief.  How will the world believe 
that Jesus was sent by God? Not if we agree with each other. Not if we solve every controversy.  Not if we 
are unanimous on each vote.  Not if we never make a doctrinal error. But if we love on another.  
 
Unity created belief.  Disunity fosters disbelief. Who wants to board a ship of bickering sailors?  Life on 
the ocean may be rough, but at least the waves don’t call us names.  
 
Paul Billheimer may very well be right when he says: “The continuous and widespread fragmentation of 
the Church has been the scandal of the ages.  It has been Satan’s master strategy. The sin of disunity 
probably has caused more souls to be lost than all other sins combined.” “All people will know that you 
are my followers if you love each other.”   Stop and think about this verse for a minute. Could it be that 
unity is the key to reaching the world for Christ?  
 
If unity is the key to evangelism, shouldn’t it have precedence in our prayers?  Shouldn’t we as Paul said, 
“keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3)? If unity matters to God, then should-
n’t unity matter to us?  If unity is a priority in heaven, then shouldn’t it be a priority on earth?  
 
Nowhere, by the way, are we told to build unity. We are told simply to keep unity.  From God’s perspec-
tive there is but “one flock and one shepherd” (John 10:16). Unity does not need to be created; it simply 
needs to be protected.  
 
How do we do that? How do we make every effort to keep the unity? Does that mean we compromise our 
convictions?  No. But it does mean we look long and hard at the attitudes we carry.  
 
From: In the Grip of Grace by Max Lucado 
 
 

Newsletter National Day of Prayer Insert 
 

Dear Church Family,  

National Day of Prayer is May 7, 2020. 

We cannot be together corporately at this time to pray together for this emphasis, but please use the material       

provided in this newsletter to lift your prayers for our Nation to the Lord.   

The theme is Pray God’s Glory Across the Earth. 

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.                                                                                                                                    
Habakkuk 2:14 (NIV) 
 

Pray throughout this month of May for our Nation, our Churches, Government, Family, Education, Media, Business, 

and Military.  

For God’s Glory to spread across America. 

It is such a critical time in our world.  Our prayers are heard by our God.  Pray for our Nation and our World.                 

2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) says:  “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their 

land.”  As we turn from our sin to seek God’s face and the promises in this verse we know that change, healing, and 

transformation only come through prayer! 

Let’s have a vigil of Prayer Across America, starting with us.  

        Your Servant in Christ Jesus,  
        Prayer Ministry Coordinator  
        Regina Beck-Patterson 

 
 
 

2020 NATIONAL PRAYER 
 
Lord, we exist to give You glory.  We exist because of Your glory, and in Your glory as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sus-
tainer.  We give you thanks and praise for every breath and moment You have given to us.  We repent of our sin; for 
the shameful things we have done against you and for our silence when we did not speak up to proclaim Your Name, 
profess Your Word, or protect and practice Your will.  We ask your forgiveness. 
 
We pray that the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will spread across our nation and the entire earth as we seek 
Your Kingdom and righteousness; as we walk in obedience to You, and in humble unity, love one another.  Jesus, the 
Bible says that You are “the knowledge of the glory of the Lord.”  You have taught us to pray, commanded us to love, 
and commissioned us to share Your gospel of grace.  Your glory fills our hearts and families, it overflows into our 
neighborhoods, workplaces, campuses, churches, in our entertainment and media.  We give thanks for our military 
and ask that your glory would spread to, and through them as they preserve freedom around the world.  We pray for 
our government, that all of our leaders and laws would be filled with Your glory, that they would magnify Your Holy 
Word and honor Your will and ways.   
 
We pray that Your grace and glory would spread to bring hope to the hopeless, and love where there is hurt and hate.  
God, use us as we pray your promise, that “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.”  Amen!  

 
More resources at www.nationaldayofprayer.org 
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We at First Baptist Church are a loving Christian fellowship that would 

enjoy helping you find God’s purpose for your life, a life filled with His   

power.  Listed below are some activities provided for you and your family 

here at First Baptist church. We hope you will take advantage of a program 

that will best suit your needs. 

Because Jesus is alive today, God’s purpose for your life is still               

unchangeable. God has a purpose for your life that He wants to            

share with you. 

 

Won’t you come and learn with us what God has in store for you? 

Sunday 

9:00 am    Sunday School for all ages 

10:30 am    Morning Worship 

5:00 pm        AWANA Club (September ~ May) 

Wednesday 

6:00 - 7:30 pm   Bible Study with Prayer & Praise (January ~ November) 

Other activities 

 Fantastic Fellowship ~ Seniors Ministry (September ~ May) 

 WMU (Women’s Missionary Union) ~ Supporting various missions and 

activities, monthly study sessions. 

 Mighty Men ~ Bible Study & Ministry Team ~ Fellowship, Bible Study, 

& Community Action 

 Woman’s Bible Study Group ~ In depth Bible Book studies. 

 

Fantastic Fellowship 
MAY 14  

Empire Mine Tour, ~  

Grass Valley CA 

 

ACTIVITIES WILL RESUME IN SEPTEMBER 

Memorial Day     May  25, 2020 
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Upcoming Events 

 Neighborhood Meals at Cordova                        
Neighborhood Church 

April 24 @ 5:30 pm 

May 22 @ 5:30 pm 

Interested in this ministry?                          

 

 

 

 

4/21/2018  Clayton & Tracy Jones  
5/11/1985 Tom & Vivian Jones 
5/6/1995 Mark & Debora Sharpless 
5/20/2000 Shawn & Kristy O’Donnell 

5/9 Tanya Kurkchi 

5/12 Shyla Burch 

5/14 Adam Barnes 

5/18 Vivian Jones 

5/23 David W Black 

5/23 Betty Landon 

5/23 Adam Crowder 

5/29 Mark Sharpless 

5/30  Lei Yin 

SCHEDULING NOTICE   

Due to rapidly changing circumstances all of the events 

on the calendar are subject to change or cancellation.  

As of publication, we do not officially know if the stay at 

home orders will be extended further into May, although 

we expect that they will.  The calendar on the website 

will be updated or you can always check with Pastor Tom 

or Glenn for the latest information.  THANK YOU ! ! !                   

The OVERCOMER series, written by Don Beireis is now  lo-

cated on our website, www.fbcrancho.org.        follow the 

link on our Home Page.   

4/24/2020 5:30 PM Neighborhood Meals 

4/26/2020  No AWANA Club 

4/26/2020 10:30 AM Online Worship Service Only 

4/26/2020 2:00 PM BAC Conference Call 

5/3/2020 10:30 AM Online Worship Service Only 

5/3/2020  No AWANA Club 

5/7/2020 8:00 AM NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER  

5/8/2020 5:00 PM Thread2Sew Setup / FH 

5/9/2020 10:00 AM Thread2Sew & Potluck / FH 

5/10/2020 9:00 AM Regular Schedule 

5/13/2020 6:30 PM Bible Study, Prayer, & Praise / FH 

5/14/2020 5:00 PM Stephens Ministry Meeting / LIB 

5/16/2020 8:00 AM Mighty Men Breakfast & Bible Study / FH 

5/16/2020 11:00 AM Missionary to a Block Outing  

5/17/2020 9:00 AM Regular Schedule 

5/17/2020 2:00 PM Leadership Council / FH 

5/18/2020 6:00 PM Mighty Men Bible Study / FH 

5/20/2020 6:30 PM Bible Study, Prayer, & Praise / FH 

5/21/2020 6:00 PM Women's Bible Study / FH 

5/22/2020 5:30 PM Neighborhood Meals 

5/22/2020 5:30 PM Setup Family Game Night / FH 

5/22/2020 6:00 PM Family Game Night / FH 

5/24/2020 9:00 AM Regular Schedule 

5/24/2020 10:00 AM Circle of Prayer 

5/25/2020  OFFICE Closed 

5/27/2020 6:30 PM Bible Study, Prayer, & Praise / FH 

5/30/2020 7:00 AM Summer Cooking Series / FH 

5/31/2020 9:00 AM Regular Schedule 

5/31/2020 9:01 AM Grad Pot Luck Setup / FH 

5/31/2020 12:00 PM Graduation Pot Luck / FH 
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