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NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2017
October AWANA Events
1 .... Regular Night
8 .... Lifesaver Night
15 .. Regular Night
22 .. Noah Night
Bring 1 (one) stuffed animal to club
29 .. Harvest Festival
Come in your costume (no scary costumes please)

Friday 10/6 ~ 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Saturday 10/7 ~ 7:30 am - 12:15 pm
Contact: Audrey Kaake

Are
YOU
called to
CARE?
Stephen’s Ministers care for those who are
hurting. Allow someone to experience
the love of the Lord through YOU!
Information Meeting
Sunday, October 1 - right after service
Fellowship Hall
Contacts: Carol Ponder or Craig Myles

What is it like to be a Christian?
It is like being a pumpkin that is carved into a
jack-o-lantern.
God picks us from the pumpkin patch and brings us in
from the field. The Bible says He selects us out of the
world. We are in the world but no longer of the world.
Jesus said, "As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world." (John 15:19)
God washes all the "dirt" off the outside that we received from being around all the other pumpkins. All the
outside influences of our former life must be cleaned up.
God carefully removes all the "yucky stuff" called "sin"
from the inside. He then changes us from the inside out
by the Power of His Word. That's why it is important to
meet with the church and learn God's Word.
He carves a new smiling face. Our countenance is
changed by the power of His presence in our life.
We then become so grateful. It can even show on
our face!
Finally, God puts His light inside of us
to shine for all the world to see.

WEATHERING THE STORMS OF LIFE
By Charles F. Stanley
The disciples experienced several “mountaintop moments”
in their time with Jesus. But when a storm arose while they
were out on the Sea of Galilee, fear took over. Amidst the
roaring waves and with the boat rocking, Jesus’ chosen
ones failed to recall the lessons they had learned about the
power and purposes of their leader. Even the appearance of
Christ walking on water didn’t bring immediate relief
(Matthew 14:26).
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When trouble strikes, we sometimes forget our knowledge
of God, too. We struggle to recall past answers to prayer,
specific guidance provided by the Holy Spirit, and lessons
learned in previous crises. Only the present seems real. Our
minds spin with future implications, and our troubled emotions inhibit clear thinking.
In our own strength, we lack sufficient resources and abilities to meet life’s challenges. So God provides what we
need. Our suffering is never a surprise to the Lord. He
knows everything we are going through. More than that,
He’s orchestrating our circumstances for His glory and our
benefit, according to His good will.
Reflecting on the divine purpose in hardship can help us
respond to trials in a God-honoring way. Let’s take a moment to fix our attention on the Lord and seek to understand
four lessons He wants us to learn through life’s dark moments:
1. One purpose for hardship is cleansing. Because of our
own “flesh” nature and the self-absorbed world we live
in, it’s easy to develop selfish attitudes, mixed-up priorities, and ungodly habits. The pressures that bear
down on us from stormy situations are meant to bring
these impurities to our attention and direct us to a place
of repentance. Our trials are intended to purify and
guide us back to godliness, not ruin our lives.
2. A second reason we face difficulty is so we’ll be compassionate and bring comfort to others. God’s work in
our lives is not intended solely for us. It’s designed to
reach a world that does not recognize or acknowledge
Him. The Lord uses our challenges to equip us for
serving others. As we experience suffering, we will
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learn about God’s sufficiency, His comforting presence, and His strength to help us endure. Our testimony
during times of difficulty will be authentic. Those to
whom we minister will recognize we know and understand their pain. What credibility would we have with
people in crisis if we never experienced a deep need?
Third, God promises us He’ll provide a path through
any trial we face. The disciples probably wondered
how long the storm would last and whether they would
make it safely to shore. Most likely, they wished it never happened. But, had they somehow avoided this
storm, they would have missed the demonstration of
Jesus’ power over the sea and wind. The frightening
situation was transformed into a revelation of the Savior’s divine nature. God wants to make His power
known through our trials, as well.
The most important thing He gives us is an awareness
of His presence. At first, the disciples believed they
were alone in a terrifying storm. When they initially
spotted Jesus, their fear increased. They thought He
was a ghost. But as they recognized Him, their fear
changed to relief and hope. Similarly, we may not
sense God’s presence during a crisis. But He has promised to always be with us (Hebrews 13:5-6). The assurance that the Lord will never leave provides immediate
comfort, an infusion of courage, and a sense of confidence to endure.
No one enjoys suffering. But in the hands of almighty
God, trials become tools. He uses hardship to shape
believers into the people He intends them to be. Jesus
allowed the disciples to experience the fear and anxiety
of being in a boat on a raging sea. He permitted them to
suffer because He had something far more important to
teach them. He wanted the disciples to recognize their
own helplessness, His sufficiency, and their dependence on Him.

Ask God to reveal His abiding presence in the midst of your
trouble. And remember—He always provides for your spiritual needs to help you both endure and grow stronger in
your Christian faith.

Women’s Day Prayer Gathering
Breakfast
Anchor of God; Our Hope in the Storms of Life
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure
Hebrews 6:19a
Guest Speaker: Jeanette Barham, Country Oaks Baptist Church
Join us for
The Word of God, Prayer, Praise, Drama, Praise Dance, Fellowship
October 21
9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

October 1
9:00 am Regular Schedule
Following Service Stephen Ministry Meeting
/ Fellowship Hall
5: 00pm AWANA
October 2
Noon
Mobil Home Park Ministry
October 3
6:30 pm WMU / Fellowship Hall
6:30 pm Deacons Meeting / Library
October 4
6:00 pm Bible Study; Prayer & Praise
October 6 & 7
Beth Moore ~ Golden 1 Center ~ Sacramento
October 8
9:00 am Regular Schedule
1-4 pm
Romanian Church/Fellowship Hall
5: 00pm AWANA
October 9
Noon
Mobil Home Park Ministry
October 11
6:00 pm Bible Study; Prayer & Praise
October 12
9:00 am Fantastic Fellowship / Apple Hill
October 14
10 am-3 pm Thread2Sew & Potluck
October 15
9:00 am Regular Schedule
5: 00pm AWANA
October 16
Noon
Mobil Home Park Ministry
October 18
6:00 pm Bible Study; Prayer & Praise
October 21
9:30am-12:30pm Women’s Prayer Gathering
October 22
9:00 am Regular Schedule ~ Circle of Prayer
5: 00pm AWANA
October 23
Noon
Mobil Home Park Ministry
October 25
6:00 pm Bible Study; Prayer & Praise
7:00 pm BAC Meeting / Library
October 27
5:30 pm Neighborhood Meals
6:00 pm Family Game Night & Potluck
October 28
10 am-11:30 am Estate Planning Seminar
Fellowship Hall Unavailable
October 29
9:00 am Regular Schedule
5: 00pm AWANA
October 30
NO Mobil Home Park Ministry

We would like to include
YOU on our Birthday and
Anniversary page. Please
give us your information
on the “People Card” or
Call the church office
(916) 635-4672
Cathy Castaneda
Billy Brown
Emma Cannon
Sandy Hightower
Angela Chambers
Jonathan Petrini
Karla Wilson
Bert Armstrong
Bonnie Hurst
Warren Burch
and Pot Luck
Friday
October 27
6:00 pm
Fellowship Hall

10/1
10/5
10/9
10/13
10/15
10/15
10/17
10/20
10/20
10/22

Carl & Otha Piepenburg
10/28/1990

Thread2Sew & Potluck
Saturday, October 14
10 am - 3 pm
Fellowship Hall

Fantastic Fellowship
Apple Hill
October 12
Meet at Church @ 9 am
Neighborhood Meals will be served on
October 27, 2017 ~ 5:30 pm
Cordova Neighborhood Church
Interested in this ministry?
Call Karla Wilson 965-7162
Estate Planning Seminar
October 28, 2017
10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
Judy Logan, Attorney
Director of Strategic Giving
California Southern Baptist Convention

We at First Baptist Church are a loving Christian
fellowship that would enjoy helping you find God’s
purpose for your life, a life filled with His power.
Listed below are some activities provided for you and
your family here at First Baptist Church. We hope you
will take advantage of a program, or programs that best
suit your needs.
Because Jesus is alive today, God’s purpose for
your life is still unchangeable. God has a purpose for
your life that He wants to share with you.
Won’t you come and learn with us what God has
in store for you?
Sunday:
9:00 am ~ Sunday School for all ages
10:30 am ~ Morning Worship
5:00 pm ~ AWANA Club ~~ September thru May
Wednesday:
6:00 pm ~ Bible Study with Prayer & Praise time
Other events include:
* Fantastic Fellowship: a Seniors
ministry with trips and activities
* WMU (Women’s Mission Union):
supporting various missions

Looking Ahead
—————————————————————————-

Lottie Moon Banquet
November 12
Following Sunday Service
—————————————————————————-

Operation
Christmas Child
Shoeboxes
November 12-19
———————————————————————-

Food Boxes
December 16
—————————————————————————-

Christmas Musical
December 24
—————————————————————————-

Check out our website (fbcrancho.org)
for activities not listed in this newsletter
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