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SUMMARY OF DANIEL  

March 4, 2020 

 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM – Chapter 2:31-35 

Daniel asserted the king’s dream was prophetic about things to come and what was going to happen. God was 

revealing facts concerning the political dominion that Gentiles would exercise. The king had seen a large statue. 

The statue was dazzling because of the metals of which it was made:  

 Head of pure gold: Babylonian Empire 

 Chest and arms of silver: Medes and Persians. The two nations that defeated Babylon in 539 B.C. 

 Belly and thighs of bronze: Greek Empire, seemingly encompassing the whole earth. 

 Legs were of iron: Roman Empire. It crushed all the empires that had preceded it.  

 Feet of iron and baked clay: Rome regressed to a state of clay mixed with iron. Iron and clay cannot be 

mixed. The clay can be broken out which leaves a weak casting. 

 

THE FIERY FURNACE – Chapter 3:19-30 

Identified as the head of gold, Nebuchadnezzar had an image of gold to be erected! The people were 

commanded to fall down and worship the image. Some of the Jews refused to bow and worship the idol. Some 

court advisers were quick to bring an accusation against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

 

This historical incident of the fiery furnace has prophetic significance. In the coming Tribulation a Gentile ruler 

will demand to be worshiped. Those who will not worship the Antichrist will be punished or martyred for their 

faithfulness to Jesus Christ. But a few will be delivered from those persecutions by the Lord Jesus Christ at His 

second coming. In the forthcoming Tribulation period God will do for this believing remnant what He did for 

Daniel’s three companions. They withstood the decree of the king, and though they were not exempted from 

suffering and oppression they were delivered out of it by the God they trusted.
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THE FOUR BEASTS – Chapter 7:1-8  

The angel Gabriel explained to Daniel the four great beasts represent four kingdoms.  

 A lion with eagle wings: Babylon.  

 A bear with three ribs in its mouth: Medo-Persia. 

 A leopard with four wings like a bird and four heads: Greece.  

 A beast, a mongrel composed of parts of a lion, bear, leopard, and iron teeth (Rev. 13:2): Rome. 

 

A significant feature of this fourth beast was that it had 10 horns. What is represented by the 10 horns and 

particularly the little horn is of great significance. Daniel concerned himself with the person and work of the 

individual represented by this little horn. Several facts about this little horn are revealed to Daniel:  

 It/he came after the 10 horns (kings).  

 It/he uprooted 3 of the 10 horns (kings).  

 It/he was intelligent; it had the eyes of a man.  

 It/he was arrogant and boastful; it had a mouth.    

 It/he will persecute the saints.  

 It/he will oppose God’s authority; He will speak against the Most High.   

 It/he will overcome Israel and will bring that nation under his authority.  

 It/he will be judged by God and Israel, when no longer under the rule of the little horn, will enter her 

covenanted blessings in the kingdom. 

                                                           
1 Pentecost, J. D. (1985). Daniel. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of 

the Scriptures (Vol. 1, pp. 1339–1341). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 
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Daniel was told that this empire will devour the whole earth. This anticipates a coming one-world government 

under a worldwide dictator. 

 

The fourth empire, despite its great power, will be characterized by progressive weakness, deterioration, and 

division (iron and clay in Nebuchadnezzar’s image). When the hordes from the north conquered the Roman 

Empire in the fifth century A.D., they did not unite to form another empire. Instead individual nations emerged 

out of the old Roman Empire. Some of those nations and others stemming from them have continued till the 

present day. The present age, then, is the 10-horned era of the fourth beast. Others, however, hold that the time 

of the 10 horns is yet future, and that 10 kings will co-exist over a future revived Roman Empire. 

 

He (9:27a), he will occupy Jerusalem as the capital of his empire for three and one-half years. “A time, times, 

and half a time” refer to the three and one-half years of the Great Tribulation, with “a time” meaning one year, 

“times” two years, and “half a time” six months. This equals the 1,260 days in Revelation 12:6 and the 42 

months in Revelation 11:2; 13:5.  

 

THE RAM AND GOAT – Daniel 8:1-14 

The two-horned ram represented Persia (the bear). Persia extended its empire to the west, north, and south with 

a vast army of more than 2 million soldiers. The goat represented Greece (the winged leopard). The single horn 

represented Greece’s first king, Alexander. Alexander the Great came from the west with a small but fast army. 

He quickly conquered Asia Minor, Syria, Egypt, and Mesopotamia.  Alexander died in 323 B.C. at the age of 32. 

Having no heirs, the kingdom was divided between his four generals, represented here by the four horns. The 

division of the kingdom:   

 General Ptolemy: Egypt and parts of Asia Minor.  

 General Cassander: Macedonia and Greece.  

 General Lysimachus: Thrace, Western Bithynia, Phrygia, Mycia, and Lydia.  

 General Seleucus: Syria, Israel, and Mesopotamia. 

 

Years later from among one of the four horns there would arise, a severe and cunning king. The king referred to 

here is known as Antiochus IV. He murdered his brother to gain the throne. Antiochus invaded Egypt and 

proclaimed himself king in Egypt. This was his growth “in power to the south” (v. 9). On his return from this 

conquest he decided to subdue Jerusalem, “the Beautiful Land”. The people were subjugated, the temple 

desecrated, and the temple treasury plundered. He burned Jerusalem and killed multitudes.  

Jews were forbidden to follow the Mosaic Law: the Sabbath, annual feasts, traditional sacrifices, and 

circumcision of children. Altars to idols were set up in Jerusalem and on December 16, 167 B.C. Jews were 

ordered to offer unclean sacrifices and to eat swine’s flesh; eat or die.   

 

Antiochus’ desecration of the temple was to last 2,300 evenings and mornings before its cleansing. Some take 

the 2,300 evenings and mornings to mean 2,300 days (a little more than six years) In this interpretation, the six 

years were from Antiochus’ first incursion into Jerusalem (170 B.C.) to the refurbishing and restoring of the 

temple by Judas Maccabeus in late 164.  

 

A second interpretation seems preferable. Rather than each evening and each morning representing a day, the 

reference may be to evening and morning sacrifices, which were interrupted by Antiochus’ desecration. With 

two sacrifices made daily, the 2,300 offerings would cover 1,150 days or three years (360 days each) plus 70 

days. This is the time from Antiochus’ desecration of the temple to the refurbishing and restoring of the temple 

by Judas Maccabeus in late 164-163 B.C. when all the Jewish sacrifices were restored. Whichever interpretation 

it is that one accepts, the figure of 2,300 was a literal one and so the time period was literally fulfilled. 

There is no question among expositors that Antiochus is in view in this prophecy. What was prophesied was 

fulfilled literally through him.  
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However, the prophecy looks beyond Antiochus to a future person (the Antichrist) of whom Antiochus is only a 

foreshadowing. From Antiochus certain facts can be learned about the forthcoming desecrator:  

 He will achieve great power by subduing others.  

 He will rise to power by promising false security.  

 He will be intelligent and persuasive. 

 He will be controlled by another, that is, Satan.  

 He will be an adversary of Israel and subjugate Israel to his authority.  

 He will rise in opposition to the Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 His rule will be terminated by divine judgment. 

 

THE VISION OF THE 70 YEARS – Chapter 9:24-27 

Because of her rebellion and disobedience Israel was experiencing the curses and judgments written by Moses 

in Deuteronomy 28:15–68. Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jer. 25:11–12) revealed God’s plan for the nation up to the 

end of the 70-year captivity. A new administration (Darius) meant the termination of the 70-year captivity.  

 

Gabriel informed Daniel God’s program would be consummated in 70 “sevens”; people today think in units of 

tens (decades), Daniel’s people thought in terms of seven (heptads). Seven days are in one week. Every seventh 

year was a Sabbath rest year. Seven “sevens” brought them to the Year of Jubilee. Seventy “sevens,” then, is a 

span of 490 years. Since Israel and Judah had failed to keep the sabbatical years throughout her history, the 

Lord enforced on the land 70 “Sabbaths.” Thus 490 years would be required to complete 70 sabbatical years 

with one occurring every seventh year. By the time these 490 years run their course:   

 Israel will repent and turn to Him as her Messiah and Savior.  

 God will put an end to sin. Christ’s second coming He will remove Israel’s sin. 

 God will atone for wickedness.  

 God will seal up visions and prophecy; fully realized in the millennial kingdom.  

 God will anoint the most holy. May refer to the dedication of the millennial temple. Or the Holy One, 

Christ. If so, this speaks of Christ, as King of kings and Lord of lords in the Millennium. 

 

Gabriel said, the 70 “sevens” would begin with the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. 

Artaxerxes Longimanus issued such a decree on March 5, 444 B.C. (Neh. 2:1–8). On that occasion Artaxerxes 

granted the Jews permission to rebuild Jerusalem’s city walls. The end or goal of the prophecy is the appearance 

of the Anointed One; the 70 sevens ends with the Second Advent and the millennial kingdom. This 490-year 

period is divided into three segments:  

 7 “sevens” (49 years). 

 62 “sevens” (434 years). 

 1 “seven” (7 years).  

 

The first period of 49 years may refer to the time in which the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem, permitted by 

Artaxerxes (444–395 B.C.). Though Nehemiah’s wall construction project took only 52 days, many years may 

have been needed to remove the city’s debris (after being desolate for many decades), to build adequate 

housing, and to rebuild the streets and a trench. 

 

The 62 “sevens” (434 years) extend up to the introduction of the Messiah to the nation Israel. This second 

period concluded on the day of the Triumphal Entry just before Christ was crucified. In His Triumphal Entry, 

Christ, in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, officially presented Himself to the nation of Israel as the Messiah. Thus, 

the first two segments of the important time period—the 7 sevens (49 years) and the 62 sevens (434 years)—ran 

consecutively with no time between them.  
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The present Church Age is the interval between the 69th and 70th “sevens.” When the Anointed One would be 

cut off, Daniel was told, he would have nothing. Thus, the prophecy points to Christ. At His crucifixion He 

would “have nothing” in the sense that Israel had rejected Him, the kingdom could not be instituted at that time.  

 

When the leaders of the nation registered their rejection of Christ by attributing His power to Beelzebub (Matt. 

12:24), Christ warned that if they persisted in that view they would be guilty of sin for which there would be no 

forgiveness (Matt. 12:31–32). He also warned the nation that Jerusalem would be destroyed by Gentiles (Luke 

21:24) and that not one stone would be left on another (Matt. 24:2). This destruction was accomplished by Titus 

in A.D. 70, when he destroyed the city of Jerusalem and killed thousands of Jews. Gabriel said, the nation’s 

sufferings would continue until the end. Her sufferings span the entire period from the destruction of Jerusalem 

in A.D. 70 to Jerusalem’s deliverance from Gentile dominion at the Second Advent of Christ. 

 

Verse 27a unveils what will occur in the 70th seven years. This seven-year period will begin after the rapture of 

the church. Jesus said this will be a time of “great distress” (Matt. 24:21) also referred to as the tribulation. 

 

A significant event that will mark the beginning of this seven-year period is the confirming of a covenant with a 

new world leader, the anti-Christ. Posing as a prince of peace, Israel will confirm the covenant and accept his 

authority. The covenant will be a peace covenant guaranteeing Israel’s safety in the land. Israel will be in her 

land but will be unable to defend herself for she will have lost any support she may have had previously. 

Therefore, she will need and welcome the peacemaking role of this head of the confederation of 10 European 

(Roman) nations.  

 

After this ruler gains worldwide political power, he will assume power in the religious realm as well and will 

cause the world to worship him. To receive such worship, he will terminate all organized religions. Posing as 

the world’s rightful king and god and as Israel’s prince of peace, he will then turn against Israel and become her 

destroyer and defiler. 

 

1290 DAYS – Daniel 12 

The angel said that 1,290 days will be measured off from the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the 

abomination that causes desolation is set up. The last half of the 70th “seven” of years is “a time, times, and half 

a time”, which is three and one-half years. It is also designated as 42 months or 1,260 days. How then can the 

variance of 30 days (1,290 compared with 1,260) be explained? Some suggest that the 30 days will extend 

beyond the end of the Tribulation, allowing for the judgment of Israel and the judgment of the nations. Another 

possibility is that the 1,290 days will begin 30 days before the middle of the 70th “seven” of years when the 

world ruler will set up “the abomination that causes desolation” (Matt. 24:15). The 1,290 days could begin with 

an announcement (about the abomination) made 30 days before the abomination is introduced.  

 

Blessing is pronounced on one who waits for and lives to see the end of the 1,335 days. This is an additional 45 

days beyond the 1,290 days. Forty-five days after the end of the Tribulation Israel’s long-awaited blessings will 

be realized. This may mark the blessing of the Millennium; or it may be when Christ, who will have appeared in 

the heavens (Matt. 24:30) 45 days earlier, will actually descend to the earth, His feet touching down on the 

Mount of Olives (Acts 1:11).
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