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APOCALYPTIC 

Term derived from a Greek word meaning “revelation,” and used to refer to a pattern of thought and to a form 

of literature, both dealing with future judgment (eschatology). Two primary patterns of eschatological thought 

are found in the Bible, both centered in the conviction that God will act in the near future to save His people and 

to punish those who oppress them. In prophetic eschatology, God is expected to act within history to restore 

man and nature to the perfect condition which existed prior to man’s fall. Apocalyptic eschatology, on the other 

hand, expects God to destroy the old imperfect order before restoring the world to paradise. 

 

ANGEL of the LORD 

Angelic being mentioned in the Bible, more properly translated the “messenger” of the Lord. In the OT the 

angel of the Lord, as God’s personal emissary, performed special functions at particular times in the history of 

Israel. In certain texts, it seems impossible to distinguish between the angel of the Lord and the Lord Himself. 

The presence of the messenger of the Lord, in whom God’s “name” resides assures the hearer-reader that it is 

one God who directs the course of history. 

 

ANTICHRIST 

The word “antichrist” occurs only four times, all in John’s epistles (1 Jn 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 Jn 7). John described 

any person or message that did not “confess Jesus” as being of the spirit of the antichrist (1 Jn 4:3). In his 

Second Epistle, John referred to “many deceivers” who would not “acknowledge the coming of Jesus Christ in 

the flesh” (2 Jn 7). Such a person, he wrote, was “the deceiver and the antichrist.” 

 

The Biblical term principally refers to a particular person who will play a key role in the final stage of history. 

In Revelation, John’s symbol for the antichrist is probably “the beast” (or false prophet), the beast is described, 

not only as an opposer of Christ, but more specifically as a satanically inspired Christ-counterfeit. Although the 

beast (antichrist) is clearly distinguishable from the Lamb (Christ), he receives worship from everyone except 

God’s elect. 

 

ANTHROPOMORPHISM 

Words which describe God as if He had human features. They occur wherever Scripture mentions God’s arm, 

ear, or other body parts. These descriptions are not to be taken literally because God is Spirit (John 4:24). 

Scripture uses anthropomorphisms frequently in poetic and prophetic literature, but they may occur elsewhere 

as well. Anthropomorphisms make the language of the Bible more vivid. They help the reader to picture what 

God does. Anthropomorphisms also make the truths of Scripture easier to remember. Anthropomorphisms, 

then, aid one’s understanding of who God is and how He acts for His glory in the world. 

 

APOSTASY 

Apostasy: Denial of faith by those who once held it or professed to hold it. Backsliding – Falling away.   

 

The term “last days” covers the entire period from the first to the second advents of Christ (Heb. 1:2). Defection 

and apostasy, among other things, will characterize that entire period (2 Tim. 3:1). So, the presence of apostasy 

is not in itself indicative of the end of the Church Age, but the increase of it is. Apostasy is both present and 

future, when the climactic apostasy will occur that leads to the religious reign of the man of sin during the 

Tribulation period (2 Thess. 2:3). We may expect apostasy to become increasingly widespread as we draw 

nearer to the Tribulation days. 
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ARMAGEDDON 

The battlefield in which the armies from East and West will meet will be the Plain of Esdraelon, the area around 

the mountains of Megiddo. That’s why the battle is called Armageddon—Ar meaning mountain. This plain is 

about twenty miles south-southeast of Haifa, and the valley today is about twenty miles by fourteen. 

Another battlefield will focus on Jerusalem, where there will be house-to-house fighting and temporary success 

for the enemies of the Lord. But the Lord will send a plague and then stand on the Mount of Olives and “destroy 

all the nations that come against Jerusalem” (Zech. 12:9; 14:12; 14:4; 12:9). 

 

BEAST 

Apocalyptic literature such as Daniel and Revelation utilize beasts of various sorts in their symbolism. Daniel 

saw four great beasts who represented four great kings arise out of the sea (Dan. 7:2–14). These four beasts 

would threaten God’s kingdom, but God’s people would prevail over them.  

 

Revelation speaks of two beasts. The first beast arises out of the sea (Rev. 13:1), is seven headed, and derives its 

authority from the dragon. This beast has several of the characteristics of the four beasts of Dan. 7. The second 

beast arises out of the earth. It serves the first beast by seeking devotees for it and is referred to as the “false 

prophet.” Both the beast and the false prophet persecute the church but are finally judged by Christ.  

 

CHURCH (ecumenical) 

During the first part of the Tribulation days, organized, ecumenical religion will have its heyday. This apostate 

religious system will be worldwide (17:15), be unfaithful to the truth and to the Lord (“harlot”), have extensive 

political clout, have a “gold cup full of abominations,” that is, be inwardly corrupt while outwardly glorious and 

splendid and will persecute the saints of the Tribulation days. 

 

The groundwork for such a system will apparently have to be laid before the Tribulation begins, that is, during 

the closing years of the Church Age. The preparation will likely include both organizational moves toward unity 

in Christendom as well as the ascendancy of doctrines to which diverse groups can give support. 

 

DISPENSATIONALISM 

Dispensationalism is the view that God’s dealings with men have proceeded through well-defined time-periods, 

in each of which God reveals a particular purpose to be accomplished in that period, to which men respond in 

faith or unbelief. Dispensationalists differ in identification of the dispensations, but it is general to distinguish 

those of: 

 Innocence (Adam before the fall) 

 Conscience (Adam to Noah) 

 Promise (Abraham to Moses) 

 Mosaic law (Moses to Christ) 

 Grace (Pentecost to the rapture)  

 The millennium.  

 Distinction drawn between Israel and the church.  

 

DRAGON 

A figure of Satan appearing as a dragon who has the power and ferocity of a mythical winged creature.   

 

ESCHATOLOGY  

Eschatology means the theology of last things. It covers all things that were future at the time of their writing, or 

it can include only those things that are still future from our present vantage point. It deals with the 

consummation of all things, both those things that relate to individuals and to the world. 
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The study of last things (those that are yet future from our viewpoint) includes the biblical teaching concerning 

the intermediate state, the resurrections, the Rapture of the church, the second advent of Christ, and the 

Millennium.  

 

HADES  

Abode of all the dead or the abode of the wicked dead. Hades means three things in the NT:  

(1) Death and its power is the most frequent meaning, especially in metaphorical uses.  

(2) The place of the dead in general, when a writer wants to lump all the dead together.  

(3) The place where the wicked dead are tormented before the final judgment. 

 

MILLENNIUM 

The period of 1,000 years referred to in Revelation chapter 20, during which Satan is bound and believers reign 

with Jesus Christ. This millennium is understood in different ways: as a period of unparalleled peace and 

prosperity for the church and the gospel at the end of this age, after which Christ will return 

(postmillennialism); as the time following Christ’s return when he will reign on earth (premillennialism); as a 

symbolic reference to the period between Christ’s first and second comings (amillennialism). 

 

Amillennialism 

Amillennialism is the view of last things that holds there will be no Millennium before the end of the world. 

Until the end there will be a parallel development of both good and evil, God’s kingdom and Satan’s. After the 

second coming of Christ at the end of the world there will be a general resurrection and general judgment of all 

people. 

 

Premillennialism 

Premillennialism is the view that holds that the second coming of Christ will occur prior to the Millennium, 

which will see the establishment of Christ’s kingdom on this earth for a literal one thousand years. It also 

understands that there will be several occasions when resurrections and judgments will take place. Eternity will 

begin after the thousand years are concluded. Within premillennialism there are those who hold differing views 

as to the time of the Rapture. 

 

Post-Millennialism 

The view of last things which holds that the kingdom of God is now being extended in the world through the 

preaching of the Gospel and the saving work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of individuals, that the world is 

eventually to be Christianized, and that the return of Christ is to occur at the close of a long period of 

righteousness and peace commonly called the “Millennium.” The second coming of Christ will be followed 

immediately by the general resurrection the general judgment, and the introduction of heaven and hell in their 

fullness.  

 

The Millennium will be a time of peace, material prosperity, and spiritual welfare on the earth. However, not all 

will be saved, nor will all sin be eradicated. But Christian principles will be the rule, not the exception, and sin 

will be reduced to negligible proportions. 
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RAPTURE 

Rapture is a state or experience of being carried away. The English word comes from a Latin word, rapio, which 

means to seize or snatch in relation to an ecstasy of spirit or the actual removal from one place to another. In 

other words, it means to be carried away in spirit or in body. The Rapture of the church means the carrying 

away of the church from earth to heaven.
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The Greek word from which we take the term “rapture” appears in 1 Thessalonians 4:17, translated “caught 

up.” The Latin translation of this verse used the word rapturo. The Greek word it translates is harpazō, which 

means to snatch or take away. Elsewhere it is used to describe how the Spirit caught up Philip near Gaza and 

brought him to Caesarea (Acts 8:39) and to describe Paul’s experience of being caught up into the third heaven 

(2 Cor. 12:2–4). Thus, there can be no doubt that the word is used in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 to indicate the actual 

removal of people from earth to heaven. 

 

SATAN 

Spirit being who opposes God and seeks to frustrate His plans and lead His people into rebellion. 

 

SEALS, TRUMPETS, AND BOWLS  

A series of judgments. The first series is related to the opening of the seven seals of a scroll, the second to the 

blowing of seven trumpets, and the third to the pouring out of the contents of seven bowls. 

 

SECOND ADVENT – COMING OF CHRIST  

At the climax of the campaign of Armageddon, the Lord will return to this earth to judge and to reign. His 

return is described in Zechariah 14:1–11 and Revelation 19:11–16. It is referred to in many other passages, but 

these two give the most detailed description of it. 

  

THEONOMY 

Theonomy: The state of being governed by God. Theonomists promote subduing the earth by means of science, 

education, the arts, and all other pursuits in order to effect God’s dominion over all things. 

 

THEOPHANY 

An appearance or manifestation of God; a compound word derived from the Greek noun for “God” (Theos) and 

the Greek verb “to appear” (phano). A theophany is a manifestation of God in temporary forms perceptible to 

the external senses. A theophany is regarded as one of the means by which God’s special revelation comes to 

people; it is a divine revelation in which God’s presence is made visible and recognizable to people. 

 

God made Himself known to people through a special messenger called the Angel of the Lord, through the 

pillar and cloud that accompanied the Israelites in their wilderness wanderings, and through the shekinah glory 

indwelling the tabernacle. 

 

TRIBULATION 

An experience of suffering, distress, affliction, trouble, or persecution. The uniqueness of the Tribulation lies in 

its being worldwide and in its terror, which will cause people to want to die rather than live. For a time during 

the Tribulation, even suicide will be impossible, forcing people to live.
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